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FOR A CHRISTMAS GREETING SEND 


THE UPPER ROOM, 10 or more 


copies to one address, 5 cents each, 


postpaid. Special Christmas Greet- 


ing Envelopes, $1.00 per hundred, 
postpaid. If you wish us to address 
and mail a copy of THE UPPER 
ROOM in one of these envelopes, 
the price is 10 cents each, includ- 
ing postage. Envelopes plain (un- 
printed), 50 cents per hundred. No 
order for envelopes filled for less 


than 10 cents. 


Che Upper Room 


in a special envelope beautifully 
printed in two colors 


A GIFT OF REAL VALUE AT A 
MINIMUM COST 


For the past four years an increasing num- 
ber of pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 
other group leaders have used THE UPPER 
ROOM as a Christmas Greeting to members 
of their groups. Thousands have found it a 
convenient, appropriate, and economical way 
to remember their friends. 


The January, February, March issue, in the 
specially printed, two-color Christmas 
Greeting envelope, costs a total of 6 cents, 
plus postage, if mailed. 

To send a year’s subscription to THE UP- 
PER ROOM costs only 30 cents (foreign 
40 cents) postpaid, and, if you so request, 
we will mail your friend an attractive 
greeting card (without additional cost) in- 
dicating that the subscription is being sent 
as a gift from you. 


Send all orders to 
THE UPPER ROOM 
Doctors’ Building, Nashville, Tenn. 


Cambridge offers a complete selection... Printed 


in the most readable types ... Beautifully bound 
...In a wide range of prices from $1.25 to $20.00. 


At all Bookstores, or write for a Catalogue 
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RUTLEDGE’S NEW SOUTHLAND SKETCHES 


It Will Be Daybreak Soon 


By ARCHIBALD RUTLEDGE 


AUTHOR OF “LIFE’S.EXTRAS” ETC. 


There is something exquisitely pathetic in Mr. Rutledge’s latest 
book, which should quickly take the lead among the season’s gift 
books. The trail of the plantation negro is followed through swamp and 
savanna, disclosmg a wealth of the author’s inimitable stories of 


valor and poesy and simple faith. 


NEWMAN WATTS 


The Man Who Could Not Sin 


Newman Watts’ story of the world when “Thy 
Kingdom Has Come” makes an appeal to all 
Christian readers. Not since Sheldon’s “In His 
Steps” has there appeared a story likely to create a 
greater enthusiasm.” 

An amazing tale, of the world in the prophetic 
days to come, with Christ on the Throne as World 
Rule. Everyone owes it to himself to read it during 
these present times. $1.50 


HOWARD J. CHIDLEY, D.D. 


The Child’s World in 


Story-Sermons 
Any one of these stories is a “find” for those who 
have to address children on various occasions. 
Story-talks to children by a man who has achieved 
the difficult art of winning and holding their 
attention. $1.50 


BASIL M. MILLER, M.A., S.T.D. 


Growing Into Life 
A text book on the psychology of adolescence that 
should be within easy reach of fathers and mothers, 
school teachers, Sunday-school teachers and mem- 
bers of Parent-Teacher Associations. $1.50 


CHARLES G. TRUMBULL, Litt.D. 
Propheey’s Light on Today 


“The excellent illustrations, the up-to-date and 
accurate statements of fact, and the comprehensive 
presentations constitute an imperative plea for the 
student and teacher of prophecy to read this im- 
portant book.” King’s Business. Introduction by 
Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Baltimore. $1.50 


SIR CHARLES MARSTON 


The Bible Comes Alive 
Includes the latest discoveries on the excavated 
site of the famous Bible City of Lachish. The finds 
have been classified and photographed, and the 
result has been to confirm the accuracy of the 
Biblical narratives in almost every respect. 326 
pages, 33 illustrations, maps, charts, ete. $2.00 


AT ALL BOOK STORES 


FLEMING H. REVELL C0. 
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Illustrated $1.25 


CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS 


HANDSOME VELOUR 
AND GOLD BINDINGS Toe 


FOR ANYONE 
Star in the East 
By Winifred Kirkland 


What if the Christmas story had never been 
told? Miss Kirkland shows how the World 
today needs the Savior. A Savior who stands 
beside the Christmas trees, who sings with 
the carolers, who loves the holly and the 
wreaths. A message from a favorite essayist 
that will find a response in many hearts. 


FOR MOTHERS 
A Little Parable for 
Mothers 
By Temple Bailey 


“Are you looking for some little thought to 
pass on to that Mother of yours? It contains 
the almost immortal Mother’s message 
of a great American novelist. You revel in 
every line of its beauty.’-—Religious Herald 


TRAVEL LOVERS 


The Journey of the 
Christ Child 


By Madeleine S. Miller 
Author of “Footprints in Palestine,” etc. 
“Tells how certain modern travelers discover- 
ed the trail of the Christ Child in Palestine 
and what it meant in their lives. The journey 
is interesting and illustrated by beautiful 
photographs. It is an admirable Christmas 
itive —Watchman-Examiner 


NATURE LOVERS 
Life’s Extras 


By Archibald Rutledge 
“Mr. Rutledge reveals much concerning 
nature. He tells of those things which we do 
not have and enjoy for not having. The 
world is filled with ministry to our necessities. 
Just around the corner are God’s gracious 
surprises.’’ —Christian Union Herald 


YOUNG FOLKS 
The Heart of the Rose 
By Mabel McKee 


“We hope that every son who loves his 
mother, and that every sister who would 
influence her brother will read it, and, above 
all, we hope our growing girls will read it.’’ 

—Watlchman-Examiner 
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ERE is a moderate 

priced chair which 

most adequately meets the re- 

quirements of churches and 
church schools. 

Comfortable, handsome, du- 
rable and dignified in its clean 
cut lines, it is ideal for classes, 
assemblies, banquets, commit- 
tees and conference uses. Quiet 
in folding and in use. Rubber 
shod and easily handled. 

Available in chrome or soft 
toned enamel finish, with a 
variety of upholstering mate- 
rials or with steel back and ply- 
wood seat. 

Rubber tired trucks in vari- 
ous capacities facilitate re- 
moval and storage of the folded 
chaits. 
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American Seating Company is the 
leading manufacturer of church furniture. 
Pews,, tables, pulpits, choir lofts of every 
desired style are available. Particularly 
notable is our furniture featuring wood- 
carving. The most exquisite effects are 
achieved by our master wood-carvers. 


Full facts will be sent you upon request. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MIGHIGAN 


i 
| ee Pews, Cred Memouals Pulpits and Sanctuary Furniture, T ee Chaits. 
[ee . and eae for Church Schools: ° ign BUG ces in ee © ae 
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Suggestions por Your Christmas 


ist. 


BOOKLETS. Inexpensive, yet most acceptable is one of 
these three booklets: Ir Is ruz Krnc, written especially for 
young people, is a story of the Nativity. 20 cents; $2.25 a 
dozen; $18.00 a hundred. Tus Story or CaristMas, written 
in poetry, is an attractively designed gift book. 15 cents 
Curistmas In Many Lanps, contains a collection of songs, 
stories and pictures. 35 cents each; $3.00 a dozen. 


A YEAR WITH THE BIBLE. One of the most appropriate 
remembrances is this little booklet of a year’s devotional 
readings, outlined by Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr. The 1939 
edition is now ready, Why not send for a number of copies 
now? 3 cents each. 


GREETING CARDS. A beautiful part of Christmas is the 
sending and receiving of messages. You will be pleased with 
three designs of religious folders on sale at our stores. Order 
Nos., X-98, X-99, X-100 $2.50 a hundred. 


The 
Westminster 
Press 


PHILADELPHIA 
NEW YORK 


Witherspoon Building 
. 156 Fifth Avenue 
SAN FRANCISCO . . 234 McAllister Street 


CHRISTMAS LETTER HEADS. Write 
your own Christmas message on this 
attractive paper. Decorated with a 
scene of Bethlehem and the shepherds. 
No. 643, $1.50 a hundred. Envelopes, 
No. 699, $1.00 a hundred. 


BOOKMARKS. If there are several in 
your class whom you remember, why 
not give them silk woven bookmarks? 
They are both useful and attractive. 
35 cents each. 


Granite Building 
8 South Dearborn Street 


PITTSBURGH 
CHICAGO 


= 


Just Published a 
PASTORAL 
PSYCHIATRY 


By John Sutherland Bonnell 
HIS is a book written for you 


if you minister to persons who 
come to you with problems such 


as. these: 

Failure to achieve self-mastery 
and peace. 

Frustration in family, social, 
business or religious relation- 
ships. 

Feelings of inferiority and in- 
adequacy. 

Abnormal fears and _ personal 
conflicts. 


This is a book that takes you into 
the consulting room of an expert 
in personal counselling. Here you 
may watch him as he works with 
individuals and assists them in 
solving the problems which are 
wrecking their lives. $2.50 


HARPER & BROTHERS 


LOOKING TOWARD 


Christmas? 


FESS eh 


.- 


Soi = 


CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
FOLDERS ~ 


in pleasing variety. Six, Interesting, New De- 
signs, lithographed in soft mellow colors to 
bring out their exquisite beauty. 


PASTORAL LETTERS 


(Ready to mail). Expressing the pastor’s 
friendship in just the kind of a message his 
people would enjoy. Hand-drawn lettering. 
Beautiful designs in colors and bronzed. 


OFFERING ENVELOPES 


that invite more generous contributions. 


NOVEL COIN HOLDERS 


Banks, Slot Coin Envelopes, etc. 


Sample packet of these assorted or selected items 
will be a valuable help toward a timely decision 


Our Pastor Catalog of Christmas Helps 
available. FREE on request. 


Goodenough & Woglom Co., 


296 Broadway Box 7 New York, N. Y. 
Since 1848 Church and Sunday School Supplies 
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THE WISDOM OF THE WISE MEN 


HARRY W. STAVER 
aR 


the Nativity narrative is the coming of the 

Wise Men. It has about it something of 
that air of eternal mystery which accompanies 
the Incarnation itself and at the same time some- 
thing of that earthly glamour which keeps it 
within reach of our simpler human interest and 
understanding. 

One of the Proverbs speaks this counsel, say- 
ing, “Walk with wise men and thou shalt be wise.” 
To do that, in such measure as words will permit, 
is our purpose here. And the “wise men” with 
whom we would thus “walk” are the Wise Men 
of the Christmas story that we may mark their 
way and learn wherein their wisdom lies. On the 
basis of the record their wisdom is revealed in 
three things. 


Piene wacivs the most colorful incident in 


if 

The wisdom of the Wise Men is disclosed in 
the Object of their Seeking. When we turn to the 
Gospel, we read that the Wise Men, having seen 
the Natal Star, set out in search of Him whom 
that Star signified. They journeyed to Jerusalem 
with its teeming life and temporal grandeurs, 
with its high priests and its Herods, for they 
thought to find the “King of the Jews” born in 
“David’s royal city.” But the “King” was not 
there. 

Thus do many of the quests of life turn out. 
We follow the leading of some guiding star and 
lo, in the place where we think to find our “heart’s 
desire,” we find our heart’s dismay. Just there 
the wisdom of the Wise Men stands us in stead. 
For they are not baffled by disappointment nor 
discouraged by delay. Neither can a temporary 
obstacle silence their inquiry nor cease their 
earnest seeking. They have faith beyond what 
seems to be the trail’s end. And that faith is re- 
warded. For it came to pass, in the case of these 
ancient seers, that they learned of the little 
town of Bethlehem and the Babe who was cradled 
there in a lowly manger bed. And often I think, 
as I picture those Wise Men standing in the cattle 
shed of Christ’s birth, that this is the wisdom 
of the Wise Men from the east, and of all wise 
men everywhere, that they are not confused by 
the circumstance nor deceived by God’s doings 
because they have insight to discern the eternal 
even amidst the least indicative of earth’s en- 
vironment. They know the “King” wherever He 
may be, whether “wrapped in swaddling clothes 
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and lying in a manger” or stripped of His gar- 
ments and hanging on a cross. 


il 

The wisdom of the Wise Men is disclosed in 
their Act of Worship. In the record we read that 
when they were come to the place of Christ’s 
birth, “they saw the young child, and Mary his 
mother, and fell down and worshipped him.” 
Wisdom always makes room for worship for 
Wisdom recognizes that no act is more vital, in 
its total effect, than the act of worship and none 
is more detrimental, in its ultimate issues, than 
the neglect of worship. “What greater calamity,” 
writes Emerson, “Can fall upon a nation than 
the loss of worship? Then all things go to decay. 
Genius leaves the temple to haunt the senate or 
the market. Literature becomes frivolous. Science 
is cold. The eye of youth is not lighted by the 
hope of other worlds and age is without honour. 
Society lives to trifles and when men die we do 
not mention them.’ Could the wisdom and 
worthwhileness of worship, aye and the neces- 
sity of it be more emphatically portrayed or ut- 
tered? Wisdom writes across all our folly the 
words of the Psalmist, “Be wise, O ye kings; be 
instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve Je- 
hovah with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss 
the son, lest he be angry and ye perish from the 
way.” 

III 

The wisdom of the Wise Men is disclosed in 
their Spirit of Giving. “Opening their treasures, 
they offered unto Him their gifts of gold, frank- 
incense and myrrh.” Giving is the soul of the 
Christmas Advent and the song of the Christmas 
Evangel. “God gave His only-begotten Son” and 
God’s “only-begotten Son,’ even Christ the 
Saviour, “gave His life a ransom for many, even 
to as many as believe on His name.” Wisdom 
has no company with niggardliness. It glories in 
generosity. It knows that true giving is the secret 
of all supreme living. 

As the Wise Men revealed their wisdom in their 
seeking, in their worship and in their giving 
and came to an experience of great joy as a con- 
sequence, so may we, too, be star-led in our 
seeking, reverent and adoring in our worship, 
kingly in our giving, that we may know the “ex- 
ceeding joy” which comes through such wisdom 
and such walking in their way. 
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CHRISTMAS IN OUR CHURCHES 


WM. R. GLEN 
PBI 


our churches. No other season of the 

church year is so wonderful unless it be 
Easter. Our prayerful, penitential approach to 
the Day of Resurrection and our thoughtful ob- 
servance of it, contrast somewhat with our happy 
approach to Christmas and our glad observance of 
the birth of Jesus. Yet, as wonderful a time as 
Christmas is, it may be made even more so, if its 
coming is well anticipated and wisely prepared 
LOLs 

I was talking a short time ago to a maker of 
men’s straw hats. It was in the winter and the 
place where the man was employed was very 
busy. I was reminded by him that winter is the 
busy season for the manufacturers of men’s 
straw hats. Summer is the season when the 
stores sell them, summer is the season when men 
wear them, but winter is the time when they are 
made. The summer weather must be prepared 
for before it comes. If Christmas is to be all that 
it may be and should be it must be anticipated 
and prepared for in our churches. 

I do not mean that we need to go back so many 
months in our special and definite preparation 
for Christmas as the straw-hat makers do in an- 
ticipating the summer time, but we may well be- 
gin our preparation for Christmas some weeks 
in advance. In doing this we shall be altogether 
in accord with what takes place outside our 
churches. By many signs and tokens we are ap- 
prized that Christmas is coming, and on all sides 
we are importuned to buy early, mail early, and 
in other ways anticipate its coming. 

The entire month of December is not too much 
to give to the remembrance of Christmas. Wor- 
ship services may center in Jesus, with special 
emphasis on incidents connected with His birth. 
Frequent references may be made in prayer, 
Scripture lesson, in music, and in sermon to the 
approach of Christmas. Material for use is so 
varied and abundant that one will not be em- 
barrassed by a lack of it but by plenty. 

Use the Christmas carols through the month 
of December. We seldom use them at other times, 
so give four or five Sundays to the singing of the 
beautiful songs and hymns of the Advent, of 
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which we have a great number. Interest and in- 
spiration may be added to the singing of carols 
by commenting at times upon the author of a 
particular carol, the contposer of the music, and 
the message that the words convey . 

Create a fine atmosphere for Christmas by 
a series of sermons related to the Advent; 
“Christmas in Prophecy,” “Christmas in Poetry,” 
“Christmas in Music,” “Christmas in Art,” or a 
series based on some of the familiar hymns or 
famous paintings of the Advent; or a series based 
on the characters of some of the persons directly 
associated with the story of the nativity. 

Anticipate Christmas and prepare the people 
of our churches for it by counseling and leading 
them to refresh their hearts and minds with the 
story of the birth of Jesus in the Scriptures. 
With the passing of the years Christmas has be- 
come embellished with many tales and legends, 
there has accrued much of myth and fancy; 
understood for what they are they may add to 
our enjoyment of the festival; yet after all it is 
the beautifully simple and sincere account of the 
Advent that we have in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke which constitutes our true knowledge 
of Christmas, and which is the inspiration of all 
that is genuinely noble and abiding in Christmas 
art, music, and story. 

Let the approach to Christmas be such in 
spirit and manner as to prepare the hearts and 
minds of the people to enter anew into the deep 
spiritual meanings and implications of the birth 
of Jesus. In the rush and excitement of getting 
ready for Christmas in other ways—buying gifts, 
mailing cards, dispatching packages—let us keep 
to the forefront what gives meaning and worth 
to all this, and to every worthy thought and 
endeavor associated with the Christmas-tide. 

When Christmas has been wisely anticipated, 
carefully and prayerfully prepared for, when a 
thoughtful and earnest spirit of expectancy has 
been created, then we shall be in position to 
climax the preparation with an observation of 
the Advent in sermon, song, story, and special 
feature, not only pleasing and joyous but s:irit- 
ually satisfying and uplifting. 


Expositor & Homiletic Review—December, 1938 


IS THE TROIOM avie & 


MARY A. PERKINS 


HE Church today needs a Leo, a Chrysos- 

tom or an Ambrose, impelled by the might 

of God, his Master, with avid determination 
to unite all creeds, fearlessly to stand, courageous- 
ly to lead, inspiringly to convince the world 
stunned by terrorism, atheism and paganism that 
man may survive on this earth only by practicing 
the principles of the Christian religion. 

Do present day events portend the complete 
failure of the Christian Church or do they pre- 
sent a challenge unequaled in the history of the 
Church? 

Let us face facts, Russia and Mexico have 
turned their backs on the Church; paganism is 
being taught again in Germany, which includes, 
at this time, Austria and Czechoslovakia. Who 
knows what will happen to Spain? It is indeed 
possible that in the future Japan, an unchristian 
nation, may unite with Russia and Germany, 
(Austria and Czechoslovakia) the so called chris- 
tian nations will then have to take up the sword or 
bow to the domination of Godless dictators. When 
that time comes, will the nations which gall 
themselves christian be able to present a united 
front, or will they find their strength bled, weak- 
ened and destroyed by the insidious work of 
missionaries from Godless countries within our 
midst? 

For one minute visualize the world as it would 
be in contrast today if the Church, under inspired 
leadership, had exerted the same co-ordinated 
determination as a Stalin or a Hitler in the past 
nine years, drafting its full membership to action, 
replacing coercion with inspiration and substitut- 
ing its doctrine of unselfishness, love, honesty 
and. trust. Suppose the Church had worked to 
interest youth with the same zeal which Hitler 
has used in his cause. Suppose each Church 
member had been guided to spread the gospel of 
love as the citizens of other countries have been 
to spread the gospel of hate. 


Thou shalt do no murder. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor 
his servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor anything that is his. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not make unto thyself any graven 
image, nor the likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or 
in the water under the earth; thou shalt not 
bow down to them, nor worship them; for I 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, and will 
visit the sins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, unto the third and fourth generation 

~ of them that hate me; and show mercy unto 
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thousands of them that love me and keep 
my commandments. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
These are called the Commandments of the 
Christian Faith, in reality they are laws by which 
civilization must abide if it is not to annihilate 
itself by self destruction. 
There would be no sound of marching feet, no 
spending of billions of dollars for armaments in 
nations which had kept the sixth commandment. 


Within our own nation with a population of 
one hundred and twenty million we find an ap- 
proximate Church membership of fifty-four 
million five hundred thousand. These figures 
show less than half of the population of the 
United States as having any religious affiliation. 

Within our own nation youth has raised the 
record of crime to an all time high. Strange 
prophets are preaching the Communistic doc- 
trine of atheism, the pagan doctrine of Fascism, 
and are making more converts within a given 
time than the Christian Church. 

Within our own nation, across the entire 
length and breadth of the country, reaching 
from ocean to ocean, the poor and destitute have 
become but pawns of dishonest politicians. Dis- 
honesty has burrowed its way into the ranks of 
national leaders of business and government, in- 
to the home, and into the children of this land. 
Rank selfishness is rending the home life of the 
nation in sunder. Class hatred is preached by 
people in high office. 

Do present day events portend the complete 
failure of the Christian Church or do they pre- 
sent a challenge unequaled in the history of the 
Church? 

Science is working to relieve human suffering, 
to prolong life, and to save it. It is accomplishing 
these objectives, but science is also working to 
destroy life. Unfortunately it has made greater 
strides in the latter than in the former objectives. 
By its inventions science has put into the hand 
of man the power to annihilate mankind, to de- 
stroy civilization. Man drugged by his own 
might, drunk with his own power, has chosen 
the staggering path of persecution, terrorism, 
horror, mutilation, havoc and hate which if 
persued will end in his own extinction. 

Science, it must be remembered, has placed 
modern inventions at the disposal of the Church, 
the radio, the automobile, the express train, 
photography and the movies, each facilitating ; 
the spread of the gospel to all men and all 
nations. 

The world’s greatest thinkers, outstanding 
men in all nations and in all professions have 
been called upon to find a means of a lasting 
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peace, and each has failed. 

Within this world is a potential Power of im- 
measurable magnitude, now latent, now abused, 
now lacking leadership, and now discarded, 
which if unleashed to its full strength would 
assure a lasting peace to all nations: that force 
is the Power of the Christian doctrine, if im- 
planted in the conscience of individuals in the 
nations of the world. 

You argue that it has been tried and has failed. 
No, it has not failed, the failure has been in the 
presentation of the doctrine to the people and in 
the unwillingness of the people to accept and 
practice the precepts of the Christian Faith. The 
power of God cannot fail. Man has failed in his 
man-made material world. God gave man a 
brain, the ability to think, wisdom, surely not for 
his destruction else why would He have created 
him? God created the brain, man in whose keep- 


ing the brain was placed has made munitions 
which will destroy all that God has left in trust 
to man. Man in his selfish littleness has allowed 
himself to covet, to steal, to bribe and to chastise. 

Is it too late for the Church to give peace to 
the world? Is it too late for the Church to put its 
house in order? Is it.too late for the Church to 
take an account of stock? Is it too late to con- 
script an active army for God, armed with the 
doctrine of the Christian Faith? Is it too late to 
draft every denomination and sect which be- 
lieves that there is a God, to form God’s Army 
in every State and Nation, that the Stalins and 
the Hitlers may know there is a Church Uni- 
versal? 

Do present day events portend the failure of 
the Christian Church or do they present a chal- 
lenge unequaled in the history of the Church? 


DRE 


READ) Leiee cole 


C. IRVING BENSON 


HE quiet daily reading of the Bible gradu- 

ally forms within the mind a confidence 

in the goodwill of a Father God, a settled 

belief in right-doing, a power of resistance to sor- 

row and wrong-doing, and a steady faith in im- 

mortality which none of the events in life can 
destroy. 

Somewhere in the house there is almost sure 
to be a Bible. Find it and blow the dust off it and 
read it. Try it! Read it for yourself. The only way 
to possess it is to read it. No man is uneducated 
who knows the Bible and no man is educated who 
is ignorant of its teaching. 

The sheer, dazzling wonder of the Bible has 
been dulled by familiarity. It has come down to 
us through the centuries as the most precious 
thing in the world. It is a living thing, full of 
vitality and regenerating power. In it we have 
not one man’s experience of God, but a whole 
people’s through a thousand years, written by 
different hands over periods as long as from the 
Norman Conquest to the present time. 


WHAT IS THE BIBLE ABOUT? 


At first sight it looks like an assorted bundle 
of early Eastern literature, comprising documents 
of all shapes and sizes. But when we read them 
connectedly and receive the total impression of 
their content, we become aware that it is alto- 
gether unlike any other ancient books. Through- 
out its parts and portions it is occupied with one 
dominant subject. That subject is God, and God’s 


relation to men. The Bible is supremely con- 
cerned with questions which go down to the 
ground of our existence. Is there One living God? 
Is this Maker and Ruler of all things really just 
and holy and compassionate? Does He care for 
His creatures? Has He actually come into human 
history, to purify men and lift them into fellow- 
ship with Himself? Is there any life after death 
in store for each one of us and for our race? 
From first to last the Bible is dealing with these 
vital questions; and, for beings such as we are, 
nothing can be more momentous than the 
answers. 


THE WORLD OF REALITY 


The Bible looks out on the world of reality and 
fact, the world where men live and love, suffer 
and die. It looks out on the world as God made 
it, and is making it. It reaches back into grey 
antiquity, and forward to the golden future, set- 
ting the story of man against the majestic back- 
ground of eternity. It contains every variety of 
thought from biting scepticism to death-defying 
faith. On its pages are impeachments of the 
beneficence of God more fierce than in any of 
the choruses of Swinburne and an agnosticism 
more ultimate than that of Omar. Yet here also 
are prayers with wings, songs of victory over 
death; confessions that lay bare the soul of man; 
pilgrim hymns, elegies portraying the majesty of 
God. Each writer has his own thought and style, 
but the whole is united in one passion, one hunger 


Page 550 


Expositor & Homiletic Review—December, 1938 


for eternity. Here is a book that knows man and 
what is in his heart. Righteousness is its great 
word—righteousness in God demanding right- 
eousness in man. 

Why should a man read the Bible? Well, why 
should a man read any book? Obviously he reads 
it for what it has to say to him; and there is no 
other reason. What, then, does the Bible say? 
For answer, let me quote from Richard Green’s 
“Short History of the English People.’ He is ex- 
plaining the rapid diffusion of the Bible in Eliz- 
abethan times and in those of the early Stuarts 
—“The great problems of life and death whose 
obstinate questionings found no answer in the 
higher minds of Shakespere’s day pressed for an 
answer from the men who followed them.” “The 
great problems of life and death” and “their ob- 
stinate questionings’—lay hold of that phrase, 
for there you have in a nutshell the subject mat- 
ter of the Bible—not the problems and the ques- 
tionings only, but solutions and answers as well. 


WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 


A few years ago there was a familiar question 
on our lips—asked in a jest which was more 
earnest than it seemed: “Where do we go from 
here? Well, where do we go from here? This 
strange enigmatic thing called life—what is it? 
. What can it mean? We are descendants of count- 
less generations that have come and gone: Where 
did they come from? Where did they go to? And 
now here am I—and you—for a little space: and 
our time is spent in a little trouble, a little 
happiness, a little pain, a little peace. Round 
about us our friends, one by one, disappear: 
and so in our time shall we. Over it all 
hangs a great mark of interrogation, the sign of 
the unanswered question. Life does not show its 
secret on its face: it is silent as the Sphinx. We 
know neither the port we sailed from nor the 
port to which we are bound. Here we are. Where 
do we go from here? This spectacle of good and 
evil, this long drama of desire and disillusion, 
this everlasting alternation of life and death— 
what does it all mean? 


WHY WE ARE DISTURBED 


What does the Bible say? The Bible declares 
that this world means God: that behind every- 
thing, working through everything is God. And 
what is God? God is a holy Power who through 
nature, through human history, through the 
secret business of one’s private life, is offering 
Himself. The Bible declares that the very mean- 
ing of all that is most characteristic in human 
nature, our inability to live on the mere natural 
plane, the waves of moral fear that pass over us, 
and our capacity for tears—the explanation of all 
those things is, that we are not merely natural, 
that we are related to One whom we call God 


the Father; and that all our swayings and agita- - 


tions are caused by our indefeasible relation to 
this Other, even as the agitations and swayings 
of the sea are caused by the pulling of the moon 
and of the sun and of the stars! 
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The Bible declares further that through all 
eternity God has been trying to help man. Try- 
ing, I say. For, according to the Bible, God made 
man free, and in making man free he made man 
free to resist. But all through history, and all 
through the ups and downs of a man’s own career, 
God, says the Bible, is trying to help man, want- 
ing to help man. And the Bible reaches its climax 
in Christ; affirms that the heart which beat in 
the breast of Jesus beats behind the veil of things; 
that the love which poured itself out in Gethsem- 
ane and on Calvary had its source in the heart 
of Him who made us; that we are here in this 
world to respond to the appeal of Christ’s good- 
ness to listen to what He says concerning things 
that lie beyond our knowledge. On the basis of 
all that, the Bible appeals to us to pass our days 
usefully, sharing with others our knowledge and 
love, ever looking towards another state of being 
in which we shall become in all perfection what 
in our best moments we strive to be. 


PROGRESSIVE REVELATION 


It always seems to me reasonable that if God 
can reveal Himself and make His purposes known 
—that He should do so. If God cannot reveal 
Himself, there the matter ends. But if God can 
make Himself known, and does not, that is alto- 
gether beyond my comprehension. The Bible is 
the record of God’s progressive self-revelation— 
first, to the people of Israel, afterward to the 
world in Jesus Christ. It tells us not only what 
men have thought about God and what they have 
done for God, but what they have experienced 
of God. Thus, by bringing us into touch with men 
and women who have found God before us, it 
encourages us to believe that we can find God 
for ourselves and it tells us how to do so. 

If there were no other reason for giving the 
Bible its central place, the fact that it makes 
us acquainted with Jesus would be reason 
enough. The Bible is the most direct and reliable 
source for our knowledge of Him. It tells us the 
story of His life. It gives the substance of His 
teaching. It presents us with a picture of His 
character. It records the influence which He ex- 
erted over those who first came under the spell 
of His personality. It shows us what He means 
for our thought of God. In Jesus we see the goal 
toward which the whole process of Old Testa- 
ment revelation has been leading us. 


THE BIBLE REVEALS US 


The Bible reveals God to man and it also re- 
veals man to himself. It shows us to ourselves as 
we really are—piercing through the outward cov- 
ering to the heart. It lays bare our sins—exposes 
us—shows that what is wrong with us is lack of 
righteousness. 

The positively uncanny thing about it is its per- 
fect intimacy with the human soul. Other books 
come to us as strangers, they stand in the outer 
courts of the temple of life. But this enters boldly 
into the secret places, even into the holiest of 
all. There is nothing hidden from its light, noth- 
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ing withdrawn from its judgment. It applies the 
subtlest tests to character and conduct, and with 
authority condemns the wrong and approves the 
right. No man can read it with his soul and not 
find how great and searching is its power. Nothing 
escapes it. It reaches up to a man’s highest aspira- 
tion and down to his meanest purpose. This is 
what Coleridge means when he says that it finds 
him. 

The greatest thing the Bible does is to make 
us wise unto salvation. Nature in all the blossom- 
ing loveliness of spring and the many-splendored, 
singing glory of summer has no answer to the 
question “What must I do to be saved?” Only the 
Bible tells us that the Creator is also the Re- 
deemer—that He delighteth in mercy—that He 


can forgive and restore. In the Bible alone does 
God draw near to us in Jesus Christ and de- 
clare to us in Him His will for our salvation. 


CONFIDENCE OF MIND 


The difference Bible reading makes is that it 
gradually forms within the mind a confidence in 
the goodwill of a Father God; a settled belief in 
right doing; a power of resistance to sorrow and 
wrong doing; and a quiet faith in immortality 
which none of the events in life can destroy. 

Read it, I say, listen to its words, many-toned 
and melting, knowing that a book which grew out 
of a lofty spiritual life, if obeyed, will produce 
in us the kind of life which produced it. We 
shall know it is inspired because it inspires. 


le 
in SOIUVANE HG 


RAYMOND HUNTER BROWN 


plex,” said a friend to me one day in 

reply to an iquiry as to how he and 
the new appointment were progressing. He had 
just moved from theological school to his first 
charge, and although he accepted it, he did feel 
“too big” for that church. What could he accom- 
plish for God way out there in the country with 
such people as he had for his congregation, was 
a frequent comment to his confidents. 

He had been well-trained. A first grade college 
had conferred on him the bachelor of arts de- 
gree, and a modern theological seminary had 
recognized his ability with a bachelor of divinity 
sheepskin. As far as preparations were concern- 
ed, of course “he knew how to run a church of the 
right kind.’ But to touch such people in the 
field where he had been commissioned to go, 
where arduous labors befell him—vwell, all that 
could be said was that there was a gulf that sepa- 
rated the shepherd and the sheep. It seemed 
almost impassible. 

To the small congregation it wag quite plain 
that something was wrong. Their beautiful little 
church was the product of hearts and minds and 
labors dedicated to the revealing of God to the 
people of that community. Unfatigued energies, 
arduous labors, worries and struggles had built 
that edifice. It was once prosperous, and like 
the north star had guided the destinies of men, 
who took the upward glance for their course in 
faith. Now it was fast becoming a memory of 
what men once tried to do there. Prosperity led 
many of its devotees away to urban centers of 
activity. A “more reasonable” man was secured 
because they could not support what they used 
to enjoy. The successor was a young student, 
brilliant in mind, but lean and thin in soul ex- 


“MI: CHURCH has an inferiority com- 
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perience. Self preceded sacrifice, and superiority 
precluded service. & 

The problems that confronted my friend were 
overwhelming. Although learned and academic, 
he was unable to grasp the situation. He special- 
ized on brilliant philosophical and magnificent 
literary messages, fit only for university students. 
Theological school had instructed him to main- 
tain a progressive church of half a thousand. But 
here was something vastly different. It was one- 
tenth of a thousand, with limited abilities and 
elementary learning. 

In school he had heard the best minds proclaim 
truth from great national shrines. His cultural 
and social life had developed under the atmos- 
phere of enriching experiences. His ideals were 
thus formed, and thus did he dream of the day 
when he, himself, would join the ranks of these 
realities. But a church in the country—what a 
contrast to his training. He could not quickly ad- 
just his spirit, his learning, his personality to the 
new situation. Rather than go down in defeat, he 
built up a vast barrier of superiority that pro- 
tected him from despair. How true time would 
be his teacher, and patience the church’s virtue. 

True it was that the church’s leadership had 
declined to almost nil. Laymen could not pray. 
Their teachings circumscribed narrow experi- 
ences, Efforts were dull and discouraging. De- 
fects were drawn in clear lines, and the spirit 
of the remaining remnants of the church became 
inextricably interwoven into attitudes of defeat. 
What they needed was hopeful encouragement. 
Did not the master begin His church with a small 
group? These disciples had loyalty, but leader- 
ship was lacking. 

Throughout the entire Christian church people 
need words of encouragement. Dale Carnegie in 
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his world-renowned, recent publication, “How to 
Win Friends,” says that it is amazing what words 
of praise will accomplish. Not false and fanciful, 
but true and earnest words of commendation 
will lift us out of our lethargy to heights of hope- 
fulness. The Christian shepherd leads his flock, 
not drives them. He must accept them where they 
are and lead them to what they ought to be, 
difficult and dangerous the task! 

A study of the life of the Palestinean shepherd 
reveals that love for his flock is his ideal. How 
such love would remake and remold the spirit 
of our churches! To love people in spite of their 
faults. Love them for what they want to be, yet 
just can’t make the grade. Love them for trying 
in ignorance and yet failing. Love them, not for 
what they are, but for their potentialities, and for 
what they may become someday. The Christian 
religion is a spirit of love. Affection must dominate 
every motive and act. Love will succeed when 
everything else fails. Dr. Moffatt’s version of First 
Corinthians thirteen could well be our creed: 
“Love is very patient, very kind. Love knows no 
jealousy, love makes no parade, gives itself no 
airs, is never rude, never selfish, never irritated, 
never resentful; love is never glad when others 
go wrong, love is gladdened by goodness, always 
slow to expose, always eager to believe the best, 
always hopeful, always patient.” 

Carl Sandburg expressed this thought so per- 
suasively when he wrote, “I love you for what you 
are, but I love you yet more for what you are 
going to be. I love you not so much for your reali- 
ties as for your ideals. I pray for your desires that 
they may be greater, rather than for your satis- 
faction, which may be so hazardously little... 
Not always shall you be what you are now... 
You are going forward toward something great. 
I am on the way with you and therefore I love 
you.” 

Love will convert that superority complex. It 
will change an inferiority complex. Love remakes, 
rebuilds, recasts, reconstructs all human and spir- 
itual values. It most certainly is what Henry 
Drummond calls “the greatest thing in the world.” 
For 

“Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
Love merges the superior and inferior com- 


plexes into one great purpose—“to do the will of 
Christ.” When love came into my friend’s life, 
he said, “Come on, let ws share these labors to- 
gether.” He began to think of what Jesus did in 
the days of His flesh. 

How He took those disciples with all their prej- 
udices, greed, selfishness, ignorant, ill-trained and 
awkward, and through His love changed their 
personalities and souls. Even one betrayed him 
in a most needful time, while another denied Him 


-in a critical hour. Weak but simply believing in 


Him, this Master of men knew human frailties 
and weaknesses, so he encouraged them. He saw 
what they might become! 

His love lavishly fell on every type: stiffnecked 
Scribes, platitudinous-principled Pharisees, adul- 
terous and undisciplined humans, grasping and 
greedy money-changers, unreasonable Roman 
militarists, irreligious priests and selfish tax- 
gatherers— my what a lot! He saw them not for 
what they were, but under love what they might 
become. Therein lay Jesus’ claim to the cen- 
turies—love lasts on, for the greatest of all is 
love. 


“Still speaking to the hearts of men— 
Though shamed and crucified, 
The Master of the Centuries, 
Who will not be denied.” 
—Harry Kemp 


What power His words contained. They enrich- 
ed everyone who heard them. It renewed life once 
again and gave fresh hope: “Fear not little flock, 
it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
Kingdom”; “Ye are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hid”; “Let your light shine 
before men”; “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 

No wonder they left their nets, their homes, 
their families, their duties, their faiths—every- 
thing. He made them all feel their worth. They 
were necessary in the building of this new King- 
dom of love. Sincere motives must be recognized. 
He did this. 

Nineteen centuries have attested His methods. 
Ephemeral “isms” have tried to disclaim them. 
But His methods of love, and’respect for person- 
ality stand out pre-eminently as eternal verities— 
let lose in the world where none can stop His 
truth. 


ie 
UNIFIED WORSHIP SERVICE 


CHARLES A. WEED 


book, “Putting the Church on a Full Time 
Basis,” the writer was convinced that the 
average church is wasting time, energy, and pres- 
tige as a result of the arrangement of the services 
held on Sunday morning. 
It is quite generally recognized that the Church 


S 20 years ago, after reading Dr. Beaven’s 
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School is a very important factor in the program 
of the church. Time was when the church of- 
ficials frowned on efforts to teach the Bible in 
classes. Then at a later date Sunday Schools were 
considered beneficial for children, and perhaps 
for the women. But now the fact must be faced 
that unless adults as well as children systemati- 
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cally study the Scripture and its application to 
our modern every day life we can not hope to at- 
tain to the highest type of Christian civilization. 
In spite of the recognition of all this many adults 
still look upon the Sunday School as a children’s 
organization, and thus miss much of the strength 
of character which they might have built into 
their lives. 

On the other hand the morning worship service 
is looked upon as being intended to lift the soul 
from the drab existence of every day living, and 
bring it near to the throne of grace, that the indi- 
vidual may be thrilled with the Spirit of God. 
As a result he is to be drawn to a spiritual height 
from which he may see not only his own needs 
but also the needs of humanity around him, and 
become so consecrated to the work of the Master 
that he will go forth into life determined to give 
himself and all that he has in an effort to bring 
others into a satisfactory relation with the Father 
of Mankind. However many of the youth of the 
church attend the Church School. In this way 
they never come in contact with the devotional 
and inspirational life of the church. They seldom 
if ever see worship at its best. Is it any wonder 
that later in life when they consider themselves 
too old to attend the Sunday School they drift 
away from the church? Ministers and laymen 
alike have been wont to lay the blame on the edu- 
cational institution attended, when down deep in 
his heart every well trained leader must know that 
the young people are lost because the church has 
not adequately trained them and given them a 
challenging program of procedure. 

It is not our purpose here to claim that the 
churches using the unified service have reached 
utopia, nor that all the problems raised in the 
above paragraph can be solved by any single 
method, but in our own experience we feel that 
the adjustment of the service has gone far to- 
ward solving some of them. 

In our own case, by a careful survey it was 
shown that a surprisingly large number of those 
who attended the Church School went home be- 
fore the opening of the worship service. This in- 
cluded not only children, but several teachers 
and officers. Many adults, including deacons and 
trustees, came only for the worship service. The 
workers studied the situation and possible meth- 
ods of procedure over a period of six months 
and then voted unanimously to favor a new type 
of service as suggested by the pastor. Next the 
Advisory Board of the church considered the 
matter and voted favorably The matter had been 
timed so this action was taken just before the 
annual business meeting of the church. Here the 
matter was presented by the pastor and officially 
adopted on trial for a period of six months. 

A glance at the accompanying program will 
show that it follows the Three Period Session 


Dear Editor: 


as used by Dr. Beaven. 

At 10:00 o’clock the entire congregation assem- 
bles in the auditorium for worship. Thus the 
children learn to worship in the church. Just 
before the sermon the children of the Beginner’s _ 
and Primary Departments move to the front of 
the church as the organ plays the opening bars of 
the hymn that is to follow. The pastor offers a 
prayer of consecration with the children, then, as 
the congregation rises to sing, the children pass 
to their class rooms where they have a period of 
stories and handwork. During the hymn follow- 
ing the sermon everyone moves to the proper 
study group without a break, singing as they go. 
In various parts of the auditorium there are offi- 
cials who assist new worshipers in finding the 
proper place. Thus every one, old as well as young, 
is in the study period. 

Almost without exception the children like this 
type of service. Many adults have expressed their 
joy at again being in study groups. The entire 
school has been graded for some time, the Key- 
stone Graded Lessons are used in all except the 
adult classes. The Men’s Bible Class has just 
completed a course in Bible History and is now 
studying the History of Christianity. 

Results 

First the children are learning to worship in 
the church, and now at the end of six months 
a great change can be seen in their attitude 
toward the church. 2. The attendance at the 
morning worship service has increased about fifty 
percent and there has been a decided increase in 
the loose collection in the morning offering. 3. The 
adults are again in study groups the number in 
classes being about twelve percent more than 
formerly. 4. The church interest is no longer di- 
vided, but a united effort is boosting a united 
program. 5. The present service lasts one hour 
and forty-five minutes and accomplishes more 
than could be done before in two hours and thirty 
minutes. The study period is actually longer than 
under the old plan, and the worship service has 
been enriched to meet the additional demands. 

Unless the minister is willing to bear a great 
deal of the burden of planning and promoting, 
this type of service will not be a great success. 

The staff of the Beginner’s and Primary De- 
partments has been enlarged so only the super- 
intendents of those departments need be absent 
from the sermon every Sunday morning, the other 
workers taking turns during the sermon period 
and all being in their places during the study 
period. The superintendents are regular in their 
attendance at the evening worship services and 
also at the mid-week service, so they feel justi- 
fied in giving up the morning sermons. 

We sincerely recommend this type of unified 
service to churches having problems similar to 
ours. 


These suggestions on the Unified Worship Service have grown out of our own experiences along 
this line. I first used the unified service in the Perry Baptist Church, Perry, Ohio, a number of years 


ago when I was pastor there. 
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THE PASTOR AND 
eee nURek SCHOOL 


CHAS. L. KING 


tured suggestions which he felt would im- 

prove the church school. An officer in the 
church remarked, “We wish he would let the Sun- 
day school alone. We did not employ him to run 
the Sunday school,” the attitude of many church 
leaders on the relation of the pastor to the church 
school. 

On the other hand, many pastors are only 
recent converts to the belief that the church 
school is the pastor’s chief responsibility. Some 
who read this article will recall the time when the 
pastor did not so much as attend the sessions of 
the church school. 


r \ HE pastor of a small country church ven- 


I. Church School An Opportunity 

The church school offers the pastor opportu- 
nities he cannot find in any other organization 
inside or outside of his church. 

1.—SOUL WINNING 

As a field for a sane evangelism the church 
school has no rival. An analysis of last Sunday’s 
attendance in one church school of which the 
writer is most familiar reveals attendance was 
548. 236 of the number were under intermediate 
age, and, with few exceptions, not yet members of 
the church. There were not less than 250 people in 
last Sunday’s church school, not members of the 
church. It is true that a majority of these have 
not yet reached what is regarded as church mem- 
bership age. This fact makes the evangelistic 
opportunity all the greater. The pastor has the 
opportunity through his church school-workers 
and through his own efforts of directing the 
thinking and willing of the young lives Christ- 
ward ere temptation and sin have done their 
deadly work. 

2.—TRAINING FOR DISCIPLESHIP 

The church school is the minister’s opportunity 
not only for winning souls, but also for training 
them in the full meaning of Christian disciple- 
ship. Has the minister a more important task 
than this? 

The present iniquities found in more than one 
sphere of our civilization—iniquities that, like 
a cancerous growth, are eating into the very vitals 
of our national life—will not be removed by 
thunderings from the pulpit or through the press. 
Those who hear and read the thunderings are 
for the most part beyond the age when radical 
changes in thought take place. The medium of 
attack must be through the minds and hearts of 
the young who, in quiet hours, under the leader- 
ship of teachers who see things through Christ’s 
eye and feel things through Christ’s heart, come 
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to know the will of Christ for life in all its rela- 
tions. The church school offers possibilities for 
continuity and progress in teaching, both of 
which are essential if young lives are to come to 
a full understanding of the meaning of disciple- 
ship. 

To be the pastor and teacher of teachers who 
have dedicated themselves to the task of making 
the present and oncoming generations disciples 
of Christ, pastor and teacher of young people 
themselves, is an opportunity that angels might 
crave. 


II. Minister Using His Opportunity 


How may the minister use the opportunity pre- 
sented to him in the church school? 

1.—RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

In many churches the religious education com- 
mittee is the most powerful committee in the 
church. This committee determines the educa- 
tional policies and programs, and, to some extent, 
the personnel of every organization in the church. 
The head of this committee is in reality in control 
of the work of the whole church. More than one 
education committee has found itself, even when 
called to consider the work of other organizations, 
gravitating toward the work of the church school. 
This is as it should be, for what organization in 
the church ranks in importance with the organ- 
ization that is training the future members of 
the church? The minister who has the work of the 
whole church upon his heart will not be willing 
for this committee to function without his direc- 
tion. 

2.—THE MINISTER’S READING 

The minister cannot qualify for leadership of 
his educational committee without a never- 
ceasing study of the problems of the church 
school. In a recent ministers’ meeting the sub- 
ject for discussion was “A Minister and His Mag- 
azine.” From the “American Mercury” to some of 
the most fundamental publications, and all kinds 
of magazines falling between the extremes were 
mentioned. There was one group of magazines 
not mentioned and that was the group represent- 
ing the field of religious education. How long can 
a minister, who is not reading the literature of 
this field remain the leader of teachers who 
through their teacher-training courses and by 
their actual reading are coming to know the mag- 
azines of their fields and what plans and pro- 
grams are being offered. A book like Munro's, 
“The Pastor and Religious Education,” has opened 
the eyes of many ininisters, and made them feel 
the necessity of study in this field. 
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3.—TRAINING CLASSES 

Many pastors are finding that the teacher 
training class is an opportunity through which 
they can make a large contribution to the church 
school. A recent church bulletin announces that 
the pastor has just given thirty credits to those 
who had completed the course that he had taught. 
One would dare say that the teachers received 
more help from the pastor through this class than 
through any series of sermons ever heard from the 
pulpit. The pastor through this class is not only 
touching the lives of his teachers, but through 
these teachers the lives of the pupils in the church 
school. 

Merle N. English, in an article, “The Pastor and 
the Church School,” writing of the training of 
teachers, declares: 

“Time spent in this is the best investment a 
pastor can make. Every trained teacher is a pas- 
tor’s assistant as long as he serves in that church 
and after he is gone, remains to carry on his 
work. This was the Master’s method. When he 
departed, he left a group trained ‘in the school 
of Christ’ that carried on as he would never have 
been able to do in the flesh.” 


4.—THE COMMUNICANT CLASS 

One of the largest opportunities the pastor has 
for soul winning and training in discipleship is 
through the communicant class. Once a year, 
and sometimes twice, pastors are meeting those 
who are old enough to give serious consideration 
to church membership. These periods are used 
for additional instruction in the meaning of dis- 
cipleship and church membership. In many 
church schools it is an unwritten law that the 
pupils are admitted to church membership only 
after they have taken the course of instruction 
offered in the pastor’s class. If the classes are to 
be effective, the pastor must enlist the enthu- 
siastic co-operation of teachers and parents. Here 
again, the pastor will not be able to do the most 
effective work unless he has had close contact 
through the year with the work of the depart- 
ments in the church school. In the communicant 
class the pastor is only gathering up and em- 


phasizing from a different point of view that 
which the teachers have been doing throughout 
the year. 


5.—COUNSELLOR 


In a church school, even a small one, officers 
and teachers have innumerable problems. They 
need someone with whom they can discuss their 
problems. The pastor who has revealed a sympa- 
thetic attitude toward his co-workers and their 
problems will find opportunities for sharing 
his co-workers’ problems and burdens that are 
trying their souls. He may be able to keep them 
from mistakes that would be detrimental to the 
work of the church. The pastor’s presence at 
workers’ conferences and at the sessions of the 
school, an enthusiastic participation in the study 
and deliberations of the groups, are necessary if 
he is to qualify as the counsellor of his officers 
and teachers. 


6.—MAGNIFYING THE CHURCH SCHOOL 


The attitude of the church members toward 
the church school is determined largely by the 
attitude of the pastor. If the pastor in his public 
and private ministrations magnifies the work of 
the school he has as his reward a congregation 
that is enthusiastic in its support of the church 
school. Perhaps after all the greatest thing a 
pastor can do for the cause of religious education 
is the development of educationally minded 
church officers and members. 

The present relation between the sessions of 
the church school and the preaching service is 
destined to pass away. That relation has been 
examined and found wanting. The pastor who 
carries upon his heart the welfare of the children 
as well as that of the adults can never be happy 
as long as the children are leaving the church at 
the moment he is to lead the congregation of 
God’s people in the high and holy exercise of 
worship. Some form of unified service will take 
the place of what is called “Sunday school and 
church services.” Many pastors are preparing 
themselves for the new opportunities that will 
come with the change. 


Ta 


RELIGIOUS 
THROUGH 


the state of the church numerically, pre- 
pared by Dr. H. C. Weber and appearing 

in the CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
Statistics are nothing more than statistics, cold 
figures which may mean any one of a dozen 
things depending upon your personal interpre- 


s GAIN, the always interesting data covering 
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AMERICA 
60 YEARS 


tation of them. 

As long as our definition of what constitutes 
Church Membership varies, there will be those to 
challenge as well as to praise the efforts of any 
individual or group who seriously seeks reliable 
statistics of this nature. 

However, regardless of what such statistics 
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may or may not be to you, as statistics they indi- 
cate reason for optimism. They make no pre- 
tense of tabulating “saved” persons, “converted” 
persons or “saints.” They simply record the num- 
ber of persons who have gone through some 
church membership rite which has included a 
vow or promise to strive to live true Christian 
lives. 

The following table is worthy of your study. It 
shows that of our eighty seven million people 
over thirteen years of age, fifty two million or 
about 60% report membership, in some two hun- 


dred forty six thousand meeting places. In 1880 
church membership represented about 19.9% of 
our national population. Today it is 59%. Let no 
one tell you that the eternal rock, which was 
never to be shaken, has been shaken, for the last 
year saw seven hundred fifty four thousand, one 
hundred and thirty eight more adult church 
members than the year before. 

With the trend of the day abroad and at home 
toward things religious, we err when we stop long 
enough to point to the figures but here they are 
for you who will continue to run as you read. 


MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS OF 
RELIGIOUS BODIES IN THE UNITED STATES 


Conegre- 
Religious Body gatiens Clergy 
1. Southern Baptist ...... sonaivvety 24,844 ( 21,689) 
2. Methodist Episcopal .. oe 24,295 ( 15,293) 
3. National Baptist (Col.) .... 24,000 ( 27,232) 
4. Methodist Episcopal, South 16,320 ( 7,742) 
5. Presbyterian, U. S. A ..... 8,700 ( 9,452) 
Ge, Disciples cine eee y-mcaseen 8,056 ( 7,236) 
a-.iNorthern: Baptist: cicn-.:.-:- <- 7,569 ( 7,970) 
8. Protestant Episcopal ........ 7,364 ( 5,923) 
9. United Lutheran . . 3,713 ( 3,344) 
10. Synodical Lutheran Conf. 5,153 ( 4,438) 
11. American Lutheran Conf.. 6,001 ( 4,021) 
12. Congregational & Christian 6,109 ( 5,847) 
13. Evangelical and Reformed 2,915 ( 2,460) 
4s AfricaniM. Ws... -- ie 7,115 ( 6,500) 
15. Latter-Day Saints _......... 1,519 ( 4,576) 
16. African M. E. Zion. ....... 4,205 ( 4,803) 
17. Presbyterian, U. S. (S.)... 3,493 ( 2,463) 
18. Churches of Christ ....... ... 6,226 ( 2,507) 
19. United Brethren ... .. 2,823 ( 1,706) 
20. Colored M. E. 4,258 ( 3,496) 
21. American Baptist Asso. .. 2,662 ( 1,734) 
22. Four-Square seo TE AROn 367 ( 2,250) 
23. Evangelical . ........ eee 1,890 ( 1,891) 
24. Christian Scientist eet 2,130 ( 4,260) 
25. Church of God in Christ... 1,200 ¢ 1,500) 
26. Methodist Protestant ....... 2,111 ( 1,116) 
27. Assemblies of God... Fe 3,580 ( 3,388) 
28. United Presbyterian ....... ... 861 ( 894) 
29. Reformed in America........ 724 ¢ 870) 
30. Brethren (Conservative 
Dunkers) ... a 1,025 ( 3,022) 
31. Seventh-Day Adventists .. 2,362 ( 992) 
SO MING ZATONO ee ereictvessea ater yorcee? 2,341 ( 4,033) 
33. Salvation Army 1,646 ( 4,419) 
34. Primitive Baptist 2,700 ( 1,525) 
35. Reorganized Latter-Day 
Saints ... ., 575 ( 2,185) 
36. Christian Reformed ereeters 290 ( 270) 
37. Church of God . ee 1,351 ¢ 1,973) 
38. Fee Will Baptist ees 397 ( 412) 
39. Friends 678 ( 1,048) 
40. Cumberland Presbyterian. 1,096 ¢ 790) 
41. Unitarian sees; 353 ( 461) 
42 Universalist b 5 536 ( 522) 
TOTAL PROTESTANT, 
SOUND nese | v deccadta ombocuosd 205,553 (188,247) 
43 Roman Catholic te 18,428 ( 32,668) 
44. Polish National Catholic. 146 ( 138) 
45. Greek Orthodox. ..... 260 ( 280) 
46. Russian Orthodox ........... ..- 238 ( 283) 
47. Syrian Orthodox . .. . 69 ( 65) 
48. Serbian Orthodox .... .. 35 32) 
49. Armenian Apostolic .......... 52% 29) 
50. Jewish Congregations .... . 4,150 ( 2,200) 


OR BODIES 
pH MA) 228,931 (223,942) 


17,487 ( 22,498) 
TOTAL REPORTED 246,418 (246,440) 
(ce: corrected; * last year’s (or older) report) 


Inclusive Membership Comparable Membership 


as Reported (13 Years of Age and Over) 
1936-7 1937-38 1936-7 1937-8 
4,482,078 4,595,602 4,208,671 4,315,270 
4,349,244 4,364,342 3,966,511 3,980,280 
3,746,590 3,796,645 3,428,130 3,473,930 
2,787,217 2,822,516 2,463,900 2,495,100 
1,912,584 1,903,747 1,836,084 1,827,597 
1,602,052 1,597,779 1,488,307 1,484,337 
1,454,269 1,471,788 1,391,736 1,468,501 
1,924,519 1,942,322 1,348,244c 1,361,167 
1,523,022 1,541,841 1,127,036 1,140,962 
1,495,495 1,538,148 1,054,160 1,073,173 
1,441,615 1,441,348 1,024,858 1,024,774 
1,010,776 1,030,914 983,485 1,003,079 
849,205 833,790 642,149 651,467 
650,000 650,000* 581,750 581,750° 
678,203 690,401 521,538 578,267 
597,785 597,785* 520,671 520,671° 
482,178 497,816 446,015 460,480 
433,714 433,714° 433,714 433,714° 
410,897 411,674 373,094 374,024 
379,436 379,436* 340,354 340,354" 
263 484¢ 263,484* 260,876 260,876° 
,635 257,635°* 0 , 
223,183¢ 224,457 211,354¢c 212,560 
262,098 202,098* 202,098 202,098° 
200,470 200,470* 190,470 190,470° 
196,480 198,780 182,530 184,667 
173,349 197,228 155,495 176,914 
179,115 180,065 170,876 171,782 
159,5600 159,343 157,007¢ 156,794 
161,503 164,784 151,005 154,073 
152,961 156,205 148,831 151,987 
133,516 140,291 127,054 132,996 
255,765 240,258 102,306 104,820 
103,125 103,125* 102,919 102,919* 
99,492 161,122 93,300 93,740 
117,972 118,973 79,985 80,664 
82,893 82,990 79,329 79,416 
79,650 79,650* 78,227 78,227* 
85,257 85,257° 71,190 71,190* 
70,215 70,539 66,353 66,452 
63,545¢ 58,951 62,909c 58,361 
51,159 51,998 50,494 51,322 
35,523,306 35,879,311 31,144,065 31,530,275 
20,831,139 21,322,688 14,956,758 15,492,016 
186,000 189,620 136,000 130,838 
289,000 305,000 279,000 290,000 
526,000 325,000 377,142 233,025 
125,000 61,043 99,000 45,783 
100,000 100,000* 75,000 75,000* 
105,250 108,000 94,196 95,950 
4,081,242 4,081,242* 2,930.332 2,930,332* 
61,766,937c 62,371,904  50,091,493c 50,823,219 
1,455,059 1,476,190 1,310,595 1,333,007 
63,221,996c 63,848,094 51,402.088c 52,156,226 


E Increase in ‘‘adult’” membership (13 years of age and over) 
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Toward Peace on Earth 


T IS Roger Babson speaking. “Since my return 
| from Europe I have been carefully checking 
up on what has been going on here while I 
been away. I find that business in the United 
States has increased five percent since I sailed 
in mid-September. Moreover industry and trade 
have skyrocketed seventeen percent above the 
June low. We are now in the sharpest advance 
since the Spring of 1933. By Christmas, business 
will probably have recovered two thirds of ‘its 
recession losses.” 

Then follows a whole column in which Mr. 
Babson lists many items, all of which, for him, 
point the finger to a rapid and continual upswing 
in general economic conditions. Industrial data, 
angles of governmental activities both here and 
abroad, transportation, particularly the railroads, 
the farm situation, financial movement, whatnot, 
all come in for consideration as bits in the hope- 
ful mosaic viewed by Mr. Babson. 

“This review of the business situation,’ he con- 
cludes, “is not poppy-cock. I call the business 
turns as I see them. My job is to give you facts. 
Therefore while I am optimistic today, I say, 
we will have lasting personal, industrialand_in; 
ternational prosperity only as we give greater 
attention to Jesus’ Gospel.” 

Toss out the huge re-employment of the auto 
industry. Forget the attractive levels maintained 
by the price of raw materials. Discount the 
national armament expenditures and the jobs it 
will provide. Throw political manipulations in the 
ash can. Ignore the carloading records and rail 
operations. Dismiss the financial field along with 
all the rest of these prophetic indications of bet- 
ter times. Scrap 146 of Babson’s 149 lines for they 
mean nothing in comparison with the closing 
three—‘We will have lasting personal, industrial 
and international prosperity, only as we give 
greater attention to Jesus’ Gospel.” 

There lies the crux of the whole matter. The 
world, and that includes us, has vainly striven 
to lift itself out of the mire by tugging on its 
own bootstraps. The harder we pull upward the 
more firmly are the feet of us forced into the 
mud. How weak is our faith! How shoddy our 
mouthed creeds! It takes but a little leaven to 
leaven the whole lump. Where is that little 
leaven? 

As time runs, it wasn’t long ago the heavens 
were full of the joyful song, “Peace on earth, good 
will to men.” What have we done to that peace? 
What to that good will? Where are the fragile 
remnants of either to be found? 


Babson is right. Attention to the Jesus Gospel, 
ONLY, can bring the world relief from itself. 
Get that thought into minds, minds so slow of 
comprehension, get it into hearts, get it into 
hands and the problems of the world today van- 
ish like the mountain mists of early morning. 

So in our wish that yours may be a Merry 
Christmas, -let the Expositor stress again the 
worldwide need to stop a moment in our head- 
long rush, that the angelic host may be heard 
above the rumble of unrest, “Glory to God in the 
highest” which means “On earth peace and good 


will among men.” 


The Letter Killeth 


NE DAY I was in a physician’s office and 
() learned that he was a student of liturgics. 

He showed me some plans for ecclesiastical 
vestments. Each must be cut just so, be of certain 
material and be worn at the proper time and oc- 
casion. He told me that nothing else was either 
proper or right. I told him it was something which 
could be left to taste and judgment, but in the 
salvation of souls it seemed wrong to place so 
much emphasis upon such a matter. 

Later I came across a learned article on candles 
and their proper usage. It was about as com- 
plete a dissertation as one would want. Every- 
thing from one candle to eight torch bearers is 
in it. One learns the proper material from which 
candles should be made, how many should be in 
each service and where they should be placed, 
how they should be lighted and how they should 
be extinguished. One learns about riddle lights, 
sconce lights, the third candlestick and the 
Sanctus lights. There is even something about 
using candles to bless throats and thus secure 
the intercession of St. Blase on the morrow of 
Candlemass. In all, it is rather complete. 

No, it was not written by a Roman Catholic 
but by a Protestant. The whole tone is “tradition,” 
and the tradition for the author is authority not 
to be questioned. 

When we read something like this: “Electric 
lights have neither historical warrant nor any 
show of justification,’ we just pause and think. 
For certainly if we are going to judge all things 
by tradition we shall stop in our tracks. 

There are many things that may be desirable 
but we ought to remember that desirability is 
not necessarily absolute authority. There are 
those who worship well amid the full ceremony 
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of the best liturgical practice. There are others 
who worship well amid the simplest of appoint- 
ments and liturgy. To take any such thing as 
form and ceremony and make it absolute is to 
emphasize the letter of worship. Certainly the 
basic thing is the soul's relation to God. All 
things must branch out from that. 

With the world in such dire need of the Gos- 
pel of Christ it does seem a strange thing to be 
placing so much emphasis upon traditional litur- 
gical practice. There are things fundamental, 
and there are things desirable. But Paul was right 
when he wrote: “The letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth life.’—W. R. S. 


) 
ISS 


A Minister Meditates on a 


Christmas Present 


T IS Christmas morning, and in the family 
[ewe we are before the tree, opening our 

presents. One is handed to me, and I wonder- 
ingly examine the outside. It looks like a box of 
some sort. The paper is hurriedly torn off, and 
before me is a neat, leather case. What is this? 
A traveling kit? A medicine case? It looks as 
though it might be either. But it isn’t. As the 
clasp is unfastened and the top swings back it 
is a joy to behold. It is a Communion equipment 
to be used in the homes of our sick. And I thought 
it was a traveling kit, a medicine case! On second 
thought it is both. For it will go traveling with 
me, and it will prove to be that GREAT medicine 
we Ministers carry to the sick. 

In this little case is the main message of the 
Faith; the first, last and only task of the Min- 
ister is suggested here; the very core of his min- 
istry is here, for as it goes into the homes it is to 
help people remember the Lord Jesus. 

Now, as I sit amid my other presents, this one 
speaks to me. “There are three things true about 
me, Mr. Minister, that ought to be true of you 
and everyone else. I am nice and clean in appear- 
ance, I am useful, for properly used, I shall aid 
in the spread of the message of Christ. Religion 
is in the heart of me.” 

And so as the lights on the tree flicker, and the 
ornaments reflect the illumination of the room, 
and the odor of the cooking turkey floats in, I 
meditate upon this best of all Christmas presents, 
for it will help me to be a better Minister for 
Him, of whom it reminds me—G. WM. 


By 
Expositor-Reader Prayer Circle 


O MANY GUNS! So few prayers! 
S Name half a dozen families today enrich- 
ing their experience with family worship, 
families you know personally, and you name more 
than most of us can. “Grace before meals?” “A 
superstitious hangover from the horse and buggy 


era.” 
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So occasional has prayer become that when a 
group of Pennsylvania women, heartsick with the 
threat of another European holocaust, spent a 
night in prayer for deliverance, it was considered 
striking material for a nation-wide news broad- 
cast. 

So widespread has been our forsaking of prayer 
that when one pens a testimonial to the efficacy 
of prayer the secular press grabs it as strikingly 
unusual material. 

More things are still wrought than this world 
dreams—by your prayers and those of others. 
There is comfort and joy of spirit in the letters 
that fill our mails in which the writers say, “I 
am praying for you, that your message may long 
continue to be the blessing it has been to me.” 
And because these repeated statements continue 
unendingly, to give us new strength and new 
joy, we would share with you the knowledge that 
others include you in their prayers. About the 
only way a publication may do that is to reserve 
space, monthly, for expression of your need, spe- 
cific requests for the specific petitions of other 
Expositor readers, in your behalf. . 

What a mighty weapon such an Expositor 
Prayer Circle, girdling the globe, might be, will 
be if you wish to avail yourself of the help it 
promises. To enter that circle all you need do is 
to make your requests known. Simply write your 
Expositor. Make your requests brief and specific. 
Sign your name to your requests, even though 
your final initial only will appear with your 
printed request. It is specific things for which 
pastoral souls long today. Avoid generalization. 

“In nothing be anxious; but in everything, by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding 
shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in 
Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:6-7. 

A suggestion, accompanied by a promise for 


this, our day. Use it. 


Some Do It Naturally 


ADDIE was showing the hours he had been 
in the field. He wasn’t quitting by any 
means, but the miles he had covered since 

morning, miles of corn-stubble, wild brambles, 
of thicket, and covered without rest, had worn 
him down as they had us who were with the dogs. 

Colonel, on the other hand, being younger, 
seemed as fresh as he was when he dashed in 
boisterous glee from the kennels. In fact that 
self same youthful exuberance had carried him, 
pell-mell, into pheasant cocks whose beautifully 
colored feathers and long streamer tails glistened, 
opalescent in the sun, as they flushed noisily to 
the consternation of Colonel and the exaspera- 
tion of his proud owner. 

But, birds were plentiful. There were no guns 
in the foursome, only cameras, so what was an- 
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other flushed bird or two? For me the “bumped” 
fowl, dynamiting into the air, the while giving 
vent to raucous voice, added to the fun. I was there 
for the enjoyment a day in the field with two 
splendid setters would bring me. 

It was something else again for the owner of 
the dogs. To flush a bird, to scare him up before 
the hunter can approach, is the height of bird- 
dog error. Each time it happened, the pup was 
admonished it was to be his last. But whether 
it was a covey of quail or pheasant, his eagerness 
often got the best of him and brought new tor- 
rents of verbal condemnation on his inexpe- 
rienced head. Thus we learn, dog or man. 

We had skirted the swamp just inside the bor- 
der of woods. Laddie was feeling his way cau- 
tiously, aware, as were we, that we had about 
completed the big circle for the day. A short drive 
and then rest in the kennels. I think Laddie 
sensed the presence of a covey although his nose 
had not told him, and he did not freeze into his 
thrilling, statuesque point. Colonel, still plunging 
ahead in an endless series of overlapping circles, 
nosed the birds first and came to a point. His 
owner spoke quietly, trying to calm the excited 
pup. The dog, half crouching, inched ahead, then 
sprang into the midst of a covey of startled quail 
that exploded out of the lush grass and scat- 
tered. 

The pup, obviously had had all the schooling 
he could take or be expected to take in one day, 
so his owner laughed, patted him on his noble 
head and we struck out into the open for the car. 
Through the open field the two dogs circled, still 
at it. Laddie swung in toward us from our right. 
Colonel was actually frisking on our left. No 
thought of birds for him. He was done for the 
day and knew it. Suddenly not twenty feet from 
where I walked, Laddie froze into as perfect a 
point as I have ever thrilled to see. He had located 
a lone member of the covey Colonel flushed. It 
was a picture and as I studied it Jack spoke 
softly, “Look at Colonel.” 

Colonel stood in the center of a roadway cross- 
ing the field, in just about as perfect point-form 
as a youngster could show. 

That he had no bird was obvious. Jack antici- 
pated my unformed query. “He’s honoring Lad- 
die’s point.” Simply because Laddie had found 
a bird and was pointing, Colonel, though a mere 
pup, had stopped his wild, erratic, gleeful romp 
and stood, rock-steady, while Laddie slowly, oh so 
slowly, moved up toward his bird. 

It was pretty, as pretty a thing as I have seen, 
one dog, respecting the fine work of another dog 
and that he might not interfere, he stopped where 
he was, a motionless statue. 

“Some dogs do it naturally,” Jack said, as we 
continued on to the car. “Some are taught it, 
because it is always a pretty thing to witness. 
Some dogs just never get it. It is natural with 
Colonel and I reckon as long as he has that kind 
of stuff I will be glad to forgive him when he 
bumps a covey without excuse.” 

Some do it naturally, some learn it, some never 
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get it! and it struck me as we neared the car that 
the selfsame thing holds for man as well as dog. 
Nor are congregations or parishes outside the 
circle of influence of the Honor-Point. As long 
as either man or parish honors the success of a 
running-mate, I can forgive much. : 


A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 


Arthur J. Pennell 


O Thou for whom mankind hast ever 
sought, we thank Thee that Thou hast 
satisfied these searchings. For the mani- 
festation_of Thyself in the Christ Child 
we praise Thee. We would understand the 
true meaning of the Christmas tide. We 
would be quickened in our minds that we 
may realize the value and beauty of sim- 
plicity: that helpfulness not selfishness is 
the basis of true living. We are unequal 
to this task in life. As Thou didst express 
Thyself through childhood, growing into 
a life of unselfishness and service, so 
would we be filled with Thy Spirit which 
pervaded the life of the Babe of Bethle- 
hem, that we may show forth Thy glory 
and beauty in our lives. As Thou hast 
sent forth Thy Son to establish a world 
of right living people, so would we be in- 
spired that in this world of strife we may 
blend our voices with the heavenly choirs 
and sing that joyful chorus “Peace on 
earth, good will to men.” We would be 
filed with Thy grace that daily we may 
grow in mind, body and social relation- 
ships that the spirit of Christ may be- 
come embodied in and exprest through 
our lives. O Thou God be born anew in us 
that like the Christ Child we shall show 
forth a peaceful, loving and forgiving 
spirit toward all mankind. AMEN. 


The World’s Bible 


We are the only Bible 
The careless world will read; 
We are the sinner’s gospel; 
We are the scoffer’s creed; 
We are the Lord’s last message, 
Given in deed and word; 
What if the type is crooked? 
What if the print is blurred? 
What if our hands are busy 
With other work than his? 
What if our feet are walking 
Where sins allurement is? 
What if our tongues are speaking 
Of things his lips would spurn? 
How can we hope to help Him— 
And hasten his return? 

—Reporter. 
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Universal Bible Sunday 


Dramatizing the Message of the Bible in the 
progress of humankind is the privilege of every 
minister who has pledged himself to teach the 
Word. People seek happiness and comfort, 
through authoritative assurance regarding the 
future, more zealously than any other thing. Be- 
cause they do not attend Churches, do not get 
a message in the Churches, or do not understand 
it, they “pass by the precious Bible” and seek 
comfort in “isms,” “cults,” “star-gazers,” “horo- 
scope artists,” and what not, to whom they pay 
vast sums of money for nothing. This loyalty, 
seeking, and monetary gifts, would be gladly of- 
fered to the Church, if people can be made to 
hear and understand the Message of Salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 

A testimonial meeting, parish-wide, regarding 
the Bible in the home, and its meaning in every- 
day life will do much to reaffirm the loyalty of 
those who have once been ardent believers, but 
have lost courage. 

Appoint someone in each age group to assist 
in making the program, and invite individual 
members to bring their own Bibles to the service, 
have them read their most helpful passages, and 
tell why they turn to these words in time of need. 
Have young and old take part. If secular organ- 
izations and publications find unlimited demand 
for things spiritual, why does the Church hesi- 
tate in focusing attention on “the Best Seller” of 


all ages. 
Bible Study 

Bible study is fostered through the help of 
countless aids offered by publishers of unques- 
tioned integrity, such as W. A. Wilde, Boston; 
J. C. Winston, Philadelphia; Fleming Revell, New 
York; American Sunday School Union, Philadel- 
phia; Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; and others. 
Lists of these with addresses will be gladly sent 


to any ministers who sends a stamped envelope 
to The Expositor, 410 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland. 


Wem 


Contains 
. The mind of God 
. The state of man 
The way of salvation 
The doom of the sinner 
. The happiness of the believer. 
It is 
1. Milk for babes 
2. Meat for strong men. 
3. Medicine for sick folk. 
It furnishes 
1. Light to direct 


The Bible 
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2. Food to support 
3. Comfort to cheer. 


It is the 
. Traveller’s map 
. Pilgrim’s staff 
. Pilot’s compass 
. Soldier’s sword 
. Christian’s charter. 


It will 
. Fill the memory 
. Rule the heart 
. Guide the feet 
. Reward the labor 
. Condemn the triflers. 


Sin will keep you from the Bible, or the Bible 
will keep you from sin. 
What to do with the Bible 
Know it in the head 
Stow it in the heart 
Show it in the life 
Sow it in the world 
Read it to be wise 
Believe it to be safe 
Practice it to be holy 


Read it— 
Slowly, 
Frequently, 
Prayerfully, 
Reverently. 
Dig it up 
Write it down 
Pray it in 
Live it out 
Pass it on. 


or WON Re 


or Whe 


Oh, that we realized more and more that the 
Bible is God’s love letter to His children, then 
how we would value it and love it until it became 
a second part of our being. “Have not I written 
to thee excellent things?” 

—Church Messenger, Akron. 


Byoak 

The Universality of the Bible 

One of the remarkable features of the Bible is 
its universality. Most books are limited in their 
range, as animals and plants are by conditions of 
climate. Few Oriental books retain their interest 
in the Occident; and not many books can stand 
the change of climate involved in translation. 
But the Bible is equally at home in all lands and 
languages and emerges from the process of trans- 
lation with all its fresh colors unimpaired, and 
when carried around the equator and from the 
tropics to the poles it loses no element of interest. 
And so whether a reader sits under a palm in 
the tropics or in a hut of snow in the arctics, 
whether he eats dates and oranges or wheat and 
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apples, the book finds him because it runs through 
all the ranges and sweeps all the chords of human 
life. It knows human nature through and through 
because human nature has written itself into it 
in all its complicated experiences and moods. It 
holds its mirror up equally to rich and poor, to 
high and low, to prince and peasant, scientist, 
scholar and poet. The day of joy is depicted in its 
pages and so is the day of sorrow. The profoundest 
philosopher may lose himself in its depths, the 
little child may delight in its picturesque stories, 
and the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not 
err therein. It is a book for all times and coun- 
tries, for all classes and conditions of men, and 
for all minds and hearts. It is the one book of the 
world that contains most of man and most of 
God. To know it is an education and to live it is 
life more abundant and everlasting. 
—James H. Snowden 


a 
Byguk 
“When I Read the Bible” 
“IT supposed I knew my Bible, 
Reading piecemeal, hit or miss, 
Now a bit of John or Matthew, 
Now a snatch of Genesis; 
Certain chapters of Isaiah, 
Certain Psalms—the twenty-third, 
Twelfth of Romans, first of Proverbs— 


“Yes, I thought I knew the Word. 
But I found a thorough reading 
Was a different thing to do, 
And the way was unfamiliar 
When I read the Bible through. 


“You who like to play at Bible, 
Dip and dabble here and there, 

When at bed-time you kneel a’weary 
And yawn out a tired prayer; 

You who treat the Sacred Writings 
As you treat no other book— 


“Just a paragraph disjointed, 
Just a crude, impatient look— 
Try a worthier procedure, 
Get a broad and steadier view— 
Then you’ll kneel in perfect rapture 
When you read your Bible through.” 
(Author Unknown) 


Bonk 
A Pastoral Letter of Greeting 
Dear Friends :— 

It gives us great pleasure, at this holy time, to 
greet you most kindly in the name of our blessed 
Lord, whose lowly birth we are again privileged 
to celebrate over all the earth. The Christmas- 
tide is a joyful season, because at this time, the 
Prince of Peace came to bring peace upon earth, 
so that we now have peace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

On that happy morn of the long ago, out in the 
fields of Bethlehem, the angels sang “Peace on 
Earth” till the glad hills rang. We, also, take up 


the happy refrain and sing, 

“Joy to the world! The Lord is come.” 
The Lord has come indeed, and He is the blessed 
reason for our joy. And, now let us prepare Him 
room, that He may come into our lives, and that 
we may worship Him, while heaven and nature 
sing, Glory to the New-born King. 

Shepherds from the plain went up to worship 
Him, Wise men came from afar following the 
Star, to prostrate themselves at His feet and offer 
such gifts as to Him were meet. And may we also, 
with shepherds and sages, and the saints of all 
the ages, 

“Come and worship, 
Worship Christ the New-born King.” 

And may the peace of God keep our hearts and 
minds through another year of His grace and 
mercy, in faithful and loving service. 

“O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today.” 

With best wishes, again, for the Holy Christ- 
mastide, and the best year of grace and service 
in your lives. 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 
Rey. and Mrs. E. A. Repass, Columbia, Pa. 


Wk 
Card Inclosure “Christmas Greeting” 

The above pastoral letter was enhanced by the 
following inclosure, a folder of white 3-ply card 
board, four pages, 3x5” folded, printed in green. 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 


* 


The First Christmas 
* 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
Luke 2:11. 

These words were spoken by the Angel to 
the Shepherds on the occasion of the Nativity of 
our Lord. On that holy night the glory of the 
Lord shone round about those lowly men on the 
hills of Bethlehem, and they were sore afraid. 
But the good Angel comforted their hearts with 
the precious words of the text, and announced 
to them that the Messiah had come. Thus we have 
in this text and its connection an inspired ac- 
count of the first Christmas service. Let us con- 
sider: 

A few pious and lowly shepherds out on the 
hills attending their flocks! Perhaps that very 
night, around the evening campfire, they had 
discussed the coming of the Messiah and ex- 
pressed the hope that they might yet see him 
with their own eyes. And, lo, when sweet slumber 
had scarcely sealed their eyelids, the holy angel 
came upon them with the almost incredible mes- 
sage, “He has come.” 

Not in resplendent temple, stately palace or 
lordly mansion: but out among God’s own chil- 
dren, under the open sky of the templed hills. 
Out in the fields where men, who toiled, waited, 
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and watched for his coming. Out where faithful 
Abraham built his altar, and bowed himself and 
worshiped God; or where weary Jacob pillowed 
his head on a stone and found “the house of 
God.” Out on the hills of Bethlehem of Judea, 
in the presence of the humble shepherds who 
kept watch over their flocks by night, the first 
Christmas service was rendered by the angels of 
God. 

More extraordinary than the congregation or 
the church was the preacher that night, for he 
was none other than an angel of the Lord. He 
who had sent his Son down for the salvation of 
men had also sent his Messenger to proclaim that 
he had come. Rapt Isaiah or Micah had declared, 
long before, that he would come, many devout in 
Israel even then looked for his early coming, but, 
the angel said he has come, “for he is born this 
day in the city of David.” 

“And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.’” How these 
words fill and thrill us with holy wonder! 

What a privilege did those shepherds enjoy, 
to hear the choir of heaven chant the birth-hymn 
of the Infant Redeemer of the world! 

“And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethle- 
hem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us.” And 
they went and found all even as it had been told 
them by the angels. And then as a blessed result 
“when they had seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them concerning this 
child.” And may we all at this holy time go and 
do likewise. 

“Joy to the world! the Lord has come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing.” 

Praying God’s richest blessing upon you, one 
and all at this holy time. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Bek 

Christmas Greetings 

Suitable Christmas Greetings, either letters or 
cards, may be had from many sources. In your 
selection, remember that members of your local 
congregation are interested in their own joys, 
achievements, sorrows, and salvation and your 
application of the Gospel message to those per- 
sonal interests is of more help to them than any 
formal printed message of general nature. Make 
your greetings as personal as you can. Individ- 
ual souls have individual needs and problems, as 
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well as individual joys. 


ra 


The Christmas Story in Scripture and Song 

1. The Annunciation— 
To Mary, Luke 1:26-35:38. 
The Magnificat, Senior Choir, “His Natal Day,” 
Norman. 
To Joseph, Matt. 1:18-25. 

2. The Birth of Jesus— 
Hymn, “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 
Journey to Bethlehem, Luke 2:1-5. 
Hymn, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
Scripture, Luke 2:6. 
Anthem, Junior Choir, “The Joy-Bells are 
Ringing.” 
Scripture, Luke 2:7. 
Solo, Cradle hymn, “Away in the Manger.” 

3. The Vision and Visit of the Shepherds— 
Scripture, Luke 2:8. 
Hymn, “Silent Night.” 
Scripture, Luke 2:9-12. 
Hymn, “While Shepherds 
Flocks.” 
Scripture, Luke 2:13-14. 
Hymn, “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.” 
Scripture, Luke 2:15-20. 
Hymn, “Joy to the World.” 

4. The Adoration of the Wise Men— 
Before Herod, Matt. 2:1-10. 
Anthem, “The Bethlehem Star.” Junior Choir. 
Before Babe of Bethlehem, Matt. 2:11-12. 
Hymn, “We three Kings of Orient.” 
Anthem, “Come and Worship,” Junior and 
Senior Choir. 

Processional, “O Jesus I have Promised.” 

—Rev. E. J. Soell. 


Wr 


Candle Light Services 

Candlelight is traditionally associated with 
Christmas celebrations, and many beautiful 
services may be arranged for late afternoon and 
evening Vesper services, as well as early morning 
hours. Candlelight Communion services are par- 
ticularly impressive. 


The Toy Fair 


Arrange for a “Toy Fair” in the Sunday School 
rooms or Parish Hall during the week after 
Christmas. The young, people will work enthu- 
siastically on such a project. Enlist the help of 
parents in gaining consent for the exhibition of 
toys, both new and old. Young men can assist 
in setting up model trains, merchanical toys, etc. 

Dolls may serve as models for teaching lessons 
of value on the following topics— 

Cleanliness 

Appropriate Dress 

Care of Teeth 

Care of Hair 

Care of Nails 

Sanitation, personal 

Colour Values 

Doll Houses may be used in discussions on— 


Watched their 


Page 563 


Sanitation in home 
Colour 

Furniture Arrangement 
Cost of Furnishings 


Toy Soldiers and Cannons may be used in les- 
sons on Peace, based on the Christmas message. 

Young men, young women, mothers, doctors, 
army officers, nurses, school officials, teachers, 
and others, will be glad to respond if invited to 
give short talks on any of the above. Adults will be 
interested as well as children, but remember the 
Christmas season is a “Youth Season.” Give the 
Children the center of all activity, and permit 
them to do things in their own way as much as 
possible. Remember, they will be expected to 
know how in a few years, if our Churches pad 
homes are to survive and progress. 


To 


Adopt a Sunday School 

This phrase sounds like a big order, but that 
is what is being done by many progressive Sun- 
day Schools in the northern states, in order to 
give the southern mountain children a chance. 

Information may be secured from “Save the 
Children Fund of America, Inc., 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York.” 

Miss Margaret Pedley, Sunday School Teacher, 
Hawthorne, New Jersey, inaugurated a plan that 
may serve as a basis for all of us in this plan. 
Everything is needed from games, pencils, cray- 
ons, Sunday School lesson material, pictures, rib- 
bons, colored wrapping paper, in fact anything 
that will please the heart of a child. 


BRA 


When Church People Quarrel 

“Civil War” is not unknown in many a con- 
gregation, and conference leaders complain that 
an enormous amount of time is wasted over the 
most trivial squabbles. 

C. Irvin Benson, Melbourne, calls to mind a 
tale which Doughty tells in his Arabian travels. 
Doughty came one day to the little town of Maan, 
whose inhabitants were noted for their quarrel- 
someness. He noticed that a lower quarter of the 
clay town was ruined, as if there had been war. 
When he inquired about it he was told that some 
years previous to his visit some boys quarrelled 
over an apple. Their fathers and relatives rushed 
to the scene and took sides in the dispute. They 
grew so angry that they rushed back to their 
homes for their guns, shut the doors, and fastened 
them on the inside. Then they got on the flat 
roofs and tried to shoot those who had taken 
opposite sides in the quarrel. No one dared to 
come out of doors for the rest of that year. They 
saw the corn become golden, but it was lost, for 
no one dared reap it. Their autumn fruits fell 
off and rotted on the ground in the orchards. 
Citizens not engaged in the quarrel fled to other 
towns. At last a Turkish Pasha, returning with 
his troops from a pilgrimage to Mecca, sur- 
rounded Maan, captured the starving rioters, and 


sent them to prison in Damascus. All over an 
apple! 

A Bishop comments on arrogant officers, quar- 
relsome ministers, and quarrelsome members, and 
the attendant havoc as a result of such lack of 
discipline. 

Available statistics should convince us that 
energies of such agressive nature might well be 
turned into other channels, especially that of 
Evangelising the thousands of American citizens 
who have no connection with any Church. The 
Christmas season, with its message of “Peace and 
Good Will toward men” should be applied where 
congregations are being ruined through quarrel- 
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IN DARKNESS OF NIGHT 


TALMAGE C. JOHNSON 


“The angel of the Lord came wpon them..” 
Luke 2:9. 


E ARE too much afraid of triteness. We 

\ \ ought rather to fear losing the truth 
expressed in many of our old much-worn 

maxims. There is an aphorism, trite but still true: 


“The darkest hour is just before dawn.” We need ° 


it still in the hours of darkness. 
Here is an old story told year after year. Call 


it trite if you will. It still symbolizes the hope of 


mankind. 

Shepherds on Judean hills watched their flocks 
by night. Perhaps it was a dark night. Perhaps 
it was the black hour just before dawn. Suddenly 
the darkness was lifted; the glory of the Lerd 
shone round about them; a heavenly visitor ad- 
dressed them. Glorious tidings, he bore of a Sav- 
iour’s birth. Then came a multitude of the 
heavenly host and the chorus of an angelic choir 
singing triumphantly, “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

Yonder in Bethlehem, a young husband and 
wife had passed in anxiety the long night. 
Through the darkness of the night the woman 
had travailed in child-birth. Perhaps it was at 
that black hour just before day that a baby’s cry 
ended the pain and the fear. And Mary took her 
first born son into her arms, wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger. 

Two events in the darkness of the night—two 
events somehow related. For the Shepherds left 
their flocks on the hillside, came to Bethlehem, 
and worshipped the child in his manger crib. And 
since these two events somehow there has always 
been a bit more hope when things seemed dark 
and blackness settled round. 

It was a dark hour in the history of the He- 
brew people. For four hundred years the voice of 
prophecy had not been heard. The lamp of re- 
ligion was burning low; the spirit of a race was 
almost broken by the heavy yoke of foreign rule; 
moral foundations were tottering. In the dark- 
ness of such a night dawned a Light, a Light not 
for Hebrews only but for all mankind. And since 
that night of more than nineteen hundred years 
ago, when darkness has descended with all its 
depressing power, somehow that Light has man- 
aged to break through again. 

It was so in the Middle Ages, when civilization 
crumbled. The Light burned on and burst aglow 
in the Renaissance. When even the church, 
founded by Jesus Christ, came near to losing its 
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spiritual and moral life through empty form and 
grave abuse, suddenly in the Reformation Christ 
was born anew. 

What if then today the pall of modern secu- 
larism settle heavy about us, the spirituality of 
the church descend to new low levels, the moral 
fiber-of our generation seem weak and flabby? 


' Shall we despair? Surely not. The Light will 


break again! Jesus Christ will be born again! 

But we shall miss the lesson of that glorious 
night of long ago, if we look only at world condi- 
tions and think not of sur own individual lives. 
You and I as individuals have our nights of dark- 
ness, too, and sometimes the solitary night is so 
long, so painful, and so fearful that we have 
much a-do to keep on going, keep on waiting 
for the dawn. 

I think of experiences in my own life when de- 
pressing darkness throttled hope. I think of men 
and women that I have known who have tasted 
to the full the pain of life. I think of losses that 
have come, of separations that have been the 
portion of us all. Is there any hope in the dark- 
ness of such nights? 

The hope of the world is Jesus Christ. The hope 
of ordinary men and women like you and me is 
Jesus Christ. If he be not born again, there is 
no hope. We miss sadly and tragically the point 
of the Christmas story, if we look only to the 
past. That old, old story of Bethlehem is a sweet 
story. Sweetest story ever told! But it remains 
only a story, a story out of the past, a story 
lovely but impotent, if Christ be not born again 
in the hearts of living men and women. 

But if in the darkness of our soul’s night, the 
Light of the World dawns a-fresh, we shall know 
that fact not as a story that is told but as a vital 
truth, transforming us, renewing and re-creating 
us in the image of Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps already Christ has been-born in our 
souls. Perhaps most of us are truly Christians. 
But maybe things, and persons, and worldly in- 
terests have been shutting off the Light. Maybe 
it’s been so long since we experienced the pres- 
ence of our Lord that we’ve almost forgotten 
Him. So many of us do. If so, what can the Christ- 
mas season mean for us? ; 

It can mean another revelation. The sun rises 
not once but every day. Jesus was born not once, 
but many times. The experience of Shepherds 
who watched their flocks by night was not just 
one experience. It was a symbol of how time after 
time, as often as darkness descends upon a hu- 
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man soul, Christ may be born. The initial ex- 
perience that brought you and me first into the 
church and into fellowship with Jesus is not the 
end of spiritual life, but just one beginning. 
Throughout our lives we shall need frequent re- 
newal of that fellowship. 

That’s the function of the Church of Christ. 
That’s the purpose of the recurring observance 
of his birth. The Church, like Mary the mother 
of Jesus, tenderly receives, tenderly nurses the 
new-born Christ in you and me. When an infant 
leaves its mother’s side, disaster is certain. But 
when the little child, frightened and hurt, hast- 
ens back to mother, she ministers to its need. And 
so the Church stands ever ready to nurture her 
own. You cannot keep the Christ with you long 
apart from her. 

Have you hurt the Christ-Child in your life? 
Have you neglected him? Has the light of his 
presence almost flickered out? Then at this glori- 


ous Christmas time, let him be born a-new, and 
you can sing again: 


“Joy to the world the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And Heav’n and nature sing. 


“Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns, 

Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy. 


“No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow, 
Far as the curse is found. 


“He rules the earth with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love.” 
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“T had fainted, unless I had believed to see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the liv- 
ing.’—Ps. 27:13. 

HERE is a tremendous stimulus in a firm 

| belief. A sound conviction is a foundation 

that cannot be moved. Let a man be fully 

persuaded that the course he is pursuing is right 

and that he has the power to reach the goal, and 

he is not easily stopped. Adversity cannot prevail 
against a life of trust. 

The Psalmist had passed through a very trying 
experience. It had seemed to him that he was 
groping about almost hopelessly through the 
darkness of ignorance, trouble and spiritual op- 
position. Frequently he felt that his»feet were 
slipping from under him. His foes surrounded 
him like beasts of prey; he could almost feel their 
teeth in his flesh. Those who hated him poured 
out their slander against him. His perils were 
overwhelming, and yet he lived and conquered. 
And this was the way he summed up his experi- 
ence: “I had fainted, unless I had believed to see 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the liv- 
ing.” His assurance of God’s presence and help 
sustained him. We are to think for a few mo- 
ments of the invigoration of faith. When a man 
is about to fail, there is power that can revive 
him and put new vigor into his veins; it is the 
power of faith. 

The highway of life is strewn with the wrecks 
of talents which, for one reason or another, 
never did their appointed work. There are young 
men full of promise who never arrive at any 
worthy goal. There are. young women who begin 
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with the brightest prospects but whose lives at 
last sink under a cloud. God endows his children 
with faculties fit for high achievement, but neg- 
lect, discouragement and the lure of the lower 
bring the splendid possibilities to naught. There 
are men and women everywhere about us who, 
when young, were aware of talents for music, art 
or science. But the pressure of more exciting 
things constrained them to wrap their talents in 
a napkin, and today they have only dreams of the 
success they might have achieved. There are 
young men and women seeking for their place 
in the work of the world today and meeting only 
disappointment because the years which should 
have been spent in preparation were spent in 
folly. 

To be sure, every opportunity is accompanied 
by its difficulties. Every ideal that calls to us 
calls over a path beset with obstacles. Success is 
a crown that rewards the faithful struggle 
through hardship. Every door that opens to us 
presents to our eyes a host of adversaries. But the 
hindrances we encounter are not meant to stop 
us; they are meant to develop our strength for 
further accomplishment. And remember this, my 
young friend, when you look back over your life 
and review your defeats, you will find small com- 
fort in the thought that your way was obstructed. 
For if you are honest with yourself, as you must 
be in the hour of your self-examination, you will 
admit that your failure was due not to the im- 
pediments you met but rather to your own ti- 
midity. You fell not because you were thwarted 
but because you did not believe resolutely enough 
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in the thing you set out to attain and in your 
ability to attain it. You failed because your faith 
in your ideal was not sufficient to overcome the 
barricade that defended it. 

In his short story entitled, “Imminsee,” Storm 
represents an old man in revery, dreaming again 
of the scenes of his youth. His name was Rein- 
hard and the name of his little playmate was 
Elizabeth. Gleeful childhood passed into the 
romance of youth. These two hearts were meant 
for one another. But always when the mutual 
promise was about to be spoken, something arose 
to defer it. Reinhard might have won his love, 
but he failed. One evening, as he strolled by the 
lake, he saw, far out in the water, a beautiful 
white water lily. Moved by a desire to secure it, 
he swam out towards it. But the distance had de- 
ceived him; it was farther than he thought. The 
shore grew dim in the dusk, but the flower seemed 
no nearer. Finally he was close enough almost to 
touch the lily, when suddenly he felt his feet en- 
meshed in the network of stems below the water. 
Alone, in the strange element, with darkness 
around him, he lost heart and quickly struck 
back for the shore. Near enough to touch it, and 
yet he lost it. It was so with his love. It is a true 
parable of the failure that often attends our 
quest of the ideal. And there are few things in 
life more tragic than this. 

“Of all sad words of tongue or pen, 

The saddest are these, It might have been.” 

It was said of one, and it is true of many. “Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of heaven.” It 
avails man little to be near, if one does not enter. 
Many a man is almost saved, but the story of life 
closes with this note of pathos, “The summer is 
ended, and he is not saved.” There is an unutter- 
able tragedy in the lives of those who fail when 
they might have won. 

And it is a tragedy which everyone wishes to 
avoid. We do well, therefore, to consider honestly 
and seriously the price of success. Many elements 
enter into the attainment of our goals. But the 
one in which-we are particularly interested now 
is persistence. We fail because we have not 
learned the lesson of endurance. Our enterprises 
collapse because we faint. Here lies our peril, but 
we can rise above it. When a man knows he is 
right, there is no excuse for his surrender to ad- 
versity. 

There are men who are dismayed by the 
thought of their poverty. But poverty is not in- 
superable. Lack of funds can not keep a good man 
down. Cornelius Vanderbilt, Stephen Girard, 
John Wanamaker, Henry Clay, Abraham Lincoln, 
Michael Faraday, and a host of others like them, 
men who won high distinction in various realms 
of life, began as poor boys. Others are disheart- 
ened by sickness. They are frail in body and 
tremble at the thought of a great task. But ill- 
ness is not an insurmountable obstacle. Some of 
the greatest poets and preachers and statesmen 
were afflicted with chronic disease. There are 
men and women of our own acquaintance, men 
and.women who never know a well day, but who, 
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nevertheless are doing big things in life. Others 
are daunted by misfortune. But misfortune is not 
an iron gate; and he who can hold up his head in 
affliction will see of the travail of his soul and 
be satisfied. Others shrink before the threat of 
persecution. But persecution can not kill the soul. 
When you are sorely tried, rejoice, and persist, 
for great is your reward in heaven. 

Dante, Milton, Stevenson, Bunyan, the roll of 
fame is filled with names like these, names of 
men who for love of work, of beauty and of truth, 
defied reproach and scorn and affliction and en- 
rich the life of mankind. We are reminded of 
former heroes of the faith who “Had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds 
and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword; they wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 
of whom the world was not worthy.” They were 
despised in their day. Everything that could be 
done to make a man faint was done to them. But 
they kept on, loyal to death, because they be- 
lieved to see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. And today, of all the men who lived 
in that age, the names of these alone are taken 
upon the lips of mankind and pronounced blessed. 

The remarkable achievements of Paul, the 
stalwart character of Washington, the courage 
of Cromwell, the loyalty to the interests of 
Florence on the part of Savonarola, the intrepid 
stand for the truth on the part of Martin Luther, 
the persistence of Cyrus W. Field, the wonderful 
inventions of Thomas A. Edison, the heroism of 
David Livingstone, the high attainment in char- 
acter and service on the part of the men and 
women whom we have learned to honor and 
copy: these are now silent but forever irresistible 
testimonies to the reward of him who perseveres 
without fainting on the path of truth and right 
and love. 

But if the price of success is persistence, the 
secret of persistence is belief. You can not perse- 
vere if you doubt. He who thinks he is about to 
fail is nearly always right. The moment you be- 
gin to question your ability or the worthiness of 
the thing you are doing, you are preparing for 
your defeat. You can not win in the battle of life 
if you are obsessed by the idea that you will lose. 
The sick man who thinks he will die reduces his 
chances of recovery. 

We fail because we are afraid to trust ourselves. 
We hardly touch the splendid things we might do. 
And the meagerness of our achievement is due 
largely to our lack of self-reliance. We are 
stronger than we dream. There are untapped re- 
sources in our lives which, if drawn upon, would 
astound us. We need no one to tell us of the many 
things of which we have deprived ourselves 
simply because we doubted our ability. Believe you 
can, my young friend, and you will find that your 
belief is securely founded. You are as good a man 
as the man who won distinction yesterday or last 
year; and you can win today if you will only open 
your soul to the invigoration of faith. 
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We fail because we think the ideal is beyond 
us. In its ultimate significance, of course, the 
ideal is beyond us. But the next step towards its 
attainment is easily within our power. We make 
the mistake of abandoning our quest because the 
goal seems out of reach. How do you know the 
goal is out of reach? Take the next step; it is a 
step towards triumph. If you persist in faith, in 
an hour you know not, you will find a prize be- 
yond the price of rubies in your hand. 

But the chief reason for our failure is that we 
forget our God. It is discouraging to work alone, 
especially when the world seems to be conspiring 
for our defeat. But if you are right, there is a 
whole spiritual universe on your side. You can 
not lose if you will keep your grip on God. And 
remember this also, you can not win if you lose 


your grip on God. What the Psalmist found to be 
true of his own experience is true of yours and 
mine as well. “I had fainted, unless I had believed 
to see the goodness of the Lord.” It is a part of 
the gospel message that you need not faint. If 
you confront any discouragements, read again 
the story of Jesus and catch the invigoration of 
his faith. Above the worst that men could heap 
upon him, he rose with a splendid triumph. And 
this is his word to you and me, “Be not afraid, 
only believe.” 

Let us remember two things. In the first place, 
we were not meant to go through this world with- 
out the help of Christ. In the second place, he 
who lives by the Spirit of Christ is invincible. 
You and Christ, you can win. 


she 
NOTIN hEs READEINics 


NORMAN E. NYGAARD, D. D. 


“The Lord was not in the great strong wind, 
and the Lord was not in the earthquake; and the 
Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still 
small voice; and behold there came a voice unto 
him.” I King 19:9-21. 

LIJAH was like a great many moderns. He 
E thought of God in terms of business. God 

wouldn’t be in or concerned with a move- 
ment that was small. If God were to speak to men 
He would have to thunder forth his commands. 
Therefore, when Elijah waited for the voice of 
God, He listened to the sounds of the great strong 
wind and tried to discern the Almighty’s com- 
mand in it. But he came at last to realize that God 
was not in the wind. At least there was nothing in 
the wind to be positively identified with God. And 
he listened again as a cataclysm of nature over- 
whelmed the earth, as rocks were rent asunder 
and the earth cracked, as an earthquake did its 
work of destruction. But God was not in the 
earthquake. Then, in the devastating fire that 
followed the quake, as homes and woodlands 
ignited in a thousand places, He sought the voice 
of the Eternal. But neither in the fire could he 
discern the voice of God. 

If he were similar to many of us he really 
might have heard God in the earthquake, wind, 
and fire, whether Jehovah were there or not. For 
a great many people are hearing God in just 
such cataclysms as occur today. The forces of 
destruction are to them the voice of God speak- 
ing to the world. But Elijah waited. He waited 
and wondered. Had he missed God’s revelation? 
Had God spoken and had he not heard? Was 
something far more terrible than tornado or 
earthquake, or mighty rushing wind coming? 
Then the still small voice! Perhaps it was not even 
an audible voice. To the soul that waits upon tip- 
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toes, God is able to speak without the sound of a 
voice being heard. The long hoped-for revelation 
came to Elijah. He was to anoint Jehu king 
and Elisha as prophet. And then he heard the 
words of calm assurance, “Yet have I left me 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him.” The message was 
not in the headlines but Elijah understood it 
nevertheless. 

If we are to trust the headlines today the world 
is at the end of its rope. There are wars and 
rumors of war. There is graft, bribery, and cor- 
ruption. There is recession, depression, and op- 
pression. There is a worship of Mammon more 
awful in its consequences than the worship of 
Baal in the time of Elijah. There is civil war in 
Spain and uncivil war in China. There is flagrant 
defiance of law in our own land. There are still 
thousands of people who are hungry. The head- 
lines tell all these stories and a million others 
of the same tenor. Once in a great while the 
church is in the headlines but it is usually when 
a pastor goes fishing on Sunday, or when one of 
the prophets of God reveals himself as of the 
earth earthy. That is news. Not the triumphs 
of the Kingdom but its failures are heralded; not 
the virtues of God’s ministers but their vices are 
rushed into newsprint. 

Let us analyze a few news items, some of the 
headlines and the news that fails to make the 
headlines. First we go to China. “Japs Open New 
Offensive,” is the headline in the papers. The 
headlines say nothing about the prayers of 
Chinese Christians for the Japanese, the prayers 
of Japanese Christians for the Chinese. The head- 
lines say nothing about the churches which are 
kept open in the war area. This is not headline 
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material. 

Within the past few years the headlines from 
South America have had to do with war in the 
Gran Chaco, with the possibility of war between 
Peru and Colombia in the Leticia area of the 
Amazon headwaters. But there has been nothing 
in North or South American papers of the or- 
ganization of the Evangelical Church of Colom- 
bia. Yet this will be of far greater significance 
for the future than the story of international 
conflict. 

Seemingly contradictory in certain particulars 
are the headlines. The war in China and Spain 
merits headlines if a small piece of territory is 
added. That becomes news. But little children 
maimed and mangled in the taking of a city are 
all lumped together in a casualty list. No one of 
them stands out: they are just children. But a 
babe gets into the headlines of our own land 
when father and mother fight a spiritual battle 
as they choose between death by glioma or blind- 
ness. It is a worthy headline item, far more 
worthy than the latest Hollywood or Park Ave- 
nue scandal, but what of the little ones all over 
the world who are victims of international or 
class warfare? 

A Japanese premier is slain by an assassin. 
That happened a few years ago and made the 
headlines. But Toyohiko Kagawa carries on daily 
a ministry to the poor of the slums, to the needy 
of the agricultural regions, and nothing is said 
about it. He goes to jail and the American press 
takes no notice, although the jailing of a Kagawa 
in permanent world influence is like the incar- 
ceration of a John the Baptist or a John Bunyan. 

Into the headlines goes the story of the victory 
of a politician. He votes to make America wet. 
He makes many armistice day and memorial day 
addresses. He is glad to assist in placing a chip 
upon his country’s shoulder and then dares any 
nation to knock it off. A few years ago a former 
soldier died who was a buddy of mine in the army. 
So far as I know it didn’t make the headlines any- 
where, and it merited only a few lines in the de- 
- nominational papers. But Jim Allen was builder 
and architect for the West Africa Mission. He 
spent years in designing and building the mam- 
moth church edifices needed to accommodate the 
tens of thousands of people who are now mem- 
bers of the West African churches. 

Finally, when he caught up with the building 
program he went on into the interior in evan- 
gelistic and educational work. He died and was 
buried on one of his beloved African hillsides. 
But he was not in the headlines. Who cared about 
this obscure representative of the finest Ameri- 
can traditions of loyalty and citizenship? 

A short time ago I read a very interesting ac- 
count of the crucifixion of Christ as it might have 
been written for the newspapers if Jesus had 
lived in the day of the printed page. The writer 
had heavy black head-lines and numerous sub- 


heads. This was page one material. But would 
this death have reached the headlines? Crucifix- 
ion was fairly common at that time. Thieves and 
murderers, violators of sundry laws, were cruci- 
fied almost every day in the Roman provinces. 
If they had had newspapers in Palestine it is 
quite possible that the release of Barabbas would 
have been considered more news-worthy than 
the death of the Master. 

Preachers get into the headlines when they go 
wrong. Churches achieve this distinction when 
they force their ministers out. The Aimee Semple 
McPhersons of the world rate the front page with 
their various law suits and marital adventures; 
but the Church of the living Christ receives only 
an inside page once a week. 

But, though Pilate was the governor of Judea 
in his day, he is only remembered as the one who 
allowed the Nazarene to be crucified. The world 
has forgotten the names of the various governors 
who ordered Paul scourged and put into stocks 
but his name is revered wherever the Bible is. 
Concerning such as they Kipling reminded us 
that 

“The tumult and the shouting dies, 
The captains and the kings depart; 

Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart.” 

Elijah heard the screaming headlines. “Extra! 
Extra! All about the great tornado. Extra! 
Extra!” But God was not in the great strong 
wind. Elijah heard the screaming headlines. 
“Extra! Extra! All about the great earthquake.” 
But the Lord was not in the earthquake. Elijah 
heard the screaming headlines. “Extra! Extra! 
All about the great fire. Extra! Extra!’ But noth- 
ing significant, nothing lasting, was to be found 
in the fire. And finally the obscure little item 
caught his attention on Page 7, the third column, 
near the bottom of the page. There was a still 
small voice. But God spoke to him. God cheered 
his heart. God reminded him that although evil 
and wrath and violence were in the headlines, 
there were still seven thousand in Israel who 
had not bowed their knees to Baal. 

Now let us also turn from our worship of big- 
ness, from our glorification of mere noise, from 
our false sense of values, to a realization that 
even God Himself comes to us in simple, little 
ways, that we may miss him in great meetings 
and glorious cathedrals, and find him yet in our 
hearts. 

“IT made a pilgrimage to find the God: 

I listened for His voice at holy tombs, 

Searched for the print of His immortal feet 

In dust of broken altars; yet turned back 

With empty heart. But on the homeward road, 
A great light came upon me, and I heard 

The God’s voice singing in a nestling lark; 

Felt His sweet wonder in a swaying rose; 
Received His blessing from a wayside well.” 
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CGIAR ES WAS 


PIB BR ei 


ALEXANDER LOUIS FRASER 


(2 Cor. 9:6-7.) 
REMEMBER hearing the late Professor Den- 
[es say in one of his lectures that there was no 
subject on which Jesus spoke more frequently 
than on money. Some of His most striking utter- 
ances were about it. We have, for instance, the 
Steward who, when he was about to lose his posi- 
tion, made provision for his future by reducing the 
indebtedness of his master’s customers. They 
would do him a kindness later on. So money might 
project its influence into the future world. Then 
the Rich man who rolled out from his mansion in 
fine equipage, ignoring the appeal of the beggar 
at his gate, was sent to hell, because he did not 
know how to use his money. A prosperous farmer 
is called a “fool” because his one ambition was to 
amass wealth. That he was a good business man 
did not atone for the fact that his soul was de- 
teriorating. 

Paul, without taking breath, after the hope 
kindled in the fifteenth of First Corinthians feels 
that the transition is not ill taken when he 
passes on to say, “Now, concerning the collection.” 
He places the ordinary collection against the 
background of immortality. Then in the second 
letter to the same people he devotes several chap- 
ters to the subject. 

In the verses which I have chosen he says 
some things which the Christian church would 
do well to lay to heart. To begin with, I venture 
to say that many people are getting little or 
nothing out of the church. Paul lets us into the 
secret of this in his illustration from the farm. 
Some one has said that there is-not one blade of 
grass in all the letters of the apostle, because he 
was a city man. Be that as it may, here he uses an 
illustration from the field. He says that if we 
wish to get anything out of the church, we must 
put something in. If a farmer sows sparingly, he 
will reap accordingly; but if he sows bountifully, 
he will have a harvest to reward him. That is a 
law of nature. 


Some people wonder why the church is not do- 
iag more for them and their families—the reason 
may be just here, a law is violated. As a rule 
those who enjoy life in the church are those who 
work in it and for it. Getting a child baptized, or 
calling on a minister to bury the dead hardly 
constitutes connection with a church and yet 
there are many whose intimacy goes no farther 
than that! There is a cause for the “winter” of 
some people’s “discontent.” 

Having paved the way by this principle, writ 
in nature itself, he goes on to give specific in- 
struction as to our liberality. 


He believes that “every man” should give 


something. This is plainly put in 1 Cor. 16:2 “Let 
each one lay by him in store.” Surely all who earn 


should devote part of such earnings to the cause 
of religion in the community where they live, 
and in the “regions beyond.” In determining the 
amount and destiny of their contributions let 
them ask the assistance of reason (“as he pur- 
poseth in his heart.”) Here reason and emotion 
have a part to play. Religion must not be all 
emotion nor all reason. It would be a good ex- 
ercise for mind and heart to ask questions like 
these: “What would my community be without a 
church?” “What would the church be like if all 
were like me?” Or yet again, “What do I spend on 
luxuries?” “Have I an adequate sense of propor- 
tion?” I once heard of a family in Nova Scotia 
which spent $40 on tobacco per annum and gave 
$2 to the church. It valued the pipe twenty times 
as highly as it did the church. A little sober 
thought should convince us that we have no 
right to do what we like with our earnings, for 
they are not really our own. 


Then Paul tells us how not to give, and here he 
uses two suggestive and striking words. Do not 
give “grudgingly.” The word in the original 
means “pain,” and the implication is that some 
give and are then sorry that they have parted 
with their money; it “pains” to part with it. In 
such a case it does the giver no good .. . It is not 
a means of grace to him. We should give till it 
hurts, but the emotion in that case is quite dif- 
ferent from that to which Paul refers. 


But Paul does not leave us with mere negatives. 
He says that God loves a certain kind of giver. 
The word to describe him is “cheerful.” The Greek 
word is “hilarous’—our word “hilarious!” Now 
we know what hilarious suggests. It suggests 
laughter and good cheer. He means that God 
loves a man who gives with a smile. What a full 
exchequer we would have if we had more of that 
spirit! Doubtless there are many who count it a 
joy to give. Had we sufficient of it there would be 
no recalling of missionaries, and the tides of our 
spiritual life would rise and cover those areas 
from which they have in some cases apparently 
receded. Then a missionary meeting would be a 


-real joy—news from the “Front” and a building 


up of the morale of our people. 


In a great missionary address given many years 
ago by Dr. Denney, he said what the church 
needed, even more than information, was a new 
appreciation of what it had in the Gospel. Then 
it would seek to share its blessings with those who 
had not got their just due. That idea was what 
fired Paul’s heart. He had something to give 
away, and he as an honest man should give it 
away. “I am debtor.” God’s great gift kindles 
him as he closes this chapter “Thanks be to God 
for his unspeakable gift;”’—-so great was it that 
words only broke in their effort to express it. 
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Poth te Path 


THE WEAVER 


WILLIS J. LOAR 


(Object Sermon: The Theme of this reading is 
“Letting God’s Plan function in our lives.” Scrip- 
ture Lesson, Matthew 20:26-28. The speaker has 
a muchly-tangled mass of threads and strings 
and cords of all sizes and lengths, of varying hues 
and colors—with but one red cord, kept hidden 
until the last. As he talks he picks at the knots in 
a vain endeavor to untangle the mess. Occasion- 
ally he pauses and concentrates on the work of 
untangling, then continues speaking. As he takes 
his place in the pulpit, he picks for a few mo- 
ments at the tangled mess, then speaks:) 

VER do this? Tries one’s patience, doesn’t 
Ke Almost as much of a tangle as life 

itself. Wonder how it got into such a 
snarl, anyway? Well, that’s not my business 
now; I’ve got to untangle it so the Master 
Weaver can help me to make the best pos- 
sible pattern out of it. I wonder why he wants 
that what my neighbor has would be ever so 
much more likely to help make a colorful and 
beautiful pattern. And this is so uneven, too. Part 
of it is strong, and part of it looks very weak, 
and the prettiest parts aren’t always the strong- 
est, either. What good is this piece, for instance? 
Queer, yet I have seen some remarkable sections 
in which just such unlikely material as that has 
been the very making of the pattern. 

“Wonder how all these knots got here, anyway? 
They surely do make it harder to get things un- 
tangled. Hateful little things! Mmm! Wonder if 
that isn’t a pretty good name for them—hateful, 
full of hate. That surely makes things difficult. 
Envy, too. I wish I could get over thinking about 
that fellow down the street and how he is coming 
on with his weaving. They say that his pattern 
is developing into something beautiful. It inter- 
feres with my concentration, every time I think 
of it; I get so impatient. I wish the Master Weaver 
would let me see what mine is to be. He only 
shows me little bits of the pattern at a time, 
and even they don’t always seem to fit! He says 
we are each weaving a part of a great big one; 
you, me, and the fellow down the street, the man 
on the hill, and all who are weaving. Too bad 
about that fellow down in the valley, though. 
What, didn’t you hear about him? He started to 
weave for the Master Weaver, too, but got impa- 
tient and gave it all up. Said if he couldn’t see 
it all, or at least the plan for it, he wouldn't 
weave any of the pattern! 

“Well, it is hard, sometimes, but my, if we 
each do our part to the very best of our ability, 
won’t the finished product be something to mar- 
vel at? And when the great King comes to claim 
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His tapestry, won’t we be proud that we had a 
part in it? I’d hate to think I had done my part 
poorly. Wouldn’t you? 

“Now I wonder what this thread is here for? 
It doesn’t look as if it belonged; it’s too coarse. 
Reminds me of some people I have known; they 
didn’t look like much, but they certainly did hold 
things together; the Master Weaver must have a 
place for it in the pattern or it wouldn’t be there. 

“And what good is this? It looks too soft to be 
of any use. Beautiful texture, though, isn’t it? 
Yet, you know, I have seen a tougher and harder 
thread united to it, and the two make a wonder- 
ful combination when woven together; better 
than either one would have made alone. 

(Very impatiently) : “Oh, I don’t think I’ll ever 
get this untangled this way; why did the Master 
Weaver leave this kind of material with me in the 
first place? I’m going to take a short cut and cut 
this up and tie the pieces together. There have 
to be joints where the different parts of the work 
come together, anyway. (Using scissors, cuts 
viciously, and ties a few strands together). 

“There! At last that is apart. My, but it looks 
awfully skimpy, though. No long threads there to 
make the fine faces in the pattern. Guess this 
will have to be a part of the background; and 
pretty far back, too! 

“My, what a dreadful lot of knots there are! 
And they won’t all stay tied, either! (Pulls one 
apart). Why, I’ve ruined it! It’s no good for any- 
thing but the fire, now. Oh, and they say that the 
material is all to have gone into the picture; that 
there will be holes where any of it is left out or 
destroyed. Why did I forget my purpose to follow 
the Master’s instructions and try my own way, 
when I knew He knew it so much better than I!” 

(Voice, from off-stage): “Child, what have you 
done? And with such wonderful materials, too!” 

“Oh, Master, it is ruined, it is ruined. The great 
tapestry will be incomplete, and my part will be 
gone entirely. I shall never see it. Oh, Master, 
Master! 

(Voice, off-stage) : “Ah, child, you have made a 
woeful error, and it grieves me sorely, but it is 
not beyond remedy. See, . . . look closely, ... and 
you will find a Scarlet Thread; made scarlet in 
my blood. Twine this about the broken threads, 
and, marred as they are, you will find them united 
and serviceable as they never could have been 
without this thread. And see, there is enough for 
all you need!” 

“T did so, and in the glow of the sunset I thought 
I saw a vision as of the Great Tapestry, unfold- 
ing, and wonder of wonders, every thread was 
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twined with red, which shone as if gold, and the 
glory of His pattern dazzled me!” 
(SOLO: “Living For Jesus’). 


Come, Come, Come to the Party 

Little Mary Dawson was getting ready for bed, 
and in order to make her day a little longer, 
she asked her Aunt Jane to tell again the story 
of a dream about a Christmas Party. Mary had 
heard the story dozens of times, but she never 
tired of hearing every detail again and again. 

“The party started late at night,” began Aunt 
Jane. “Everyone had gone to bed to give Santa 
Claus plenty of time to make his visit and empty 
his bags of toys and candy. All was quiet, Oh, 
very, very quiet, when all at once a toy bugle 
sounded near the top of the Christmas Tree, 
and what do you think, all the toys and decora- 
tions began to stretch, undo the fastenings on the 
tree, and get down on the floor. The bugler was 
a toy santa claus, and he kept on sounding his 
bugle until every single toy and card had come 
down from the tree to join in having fun. Every- 
one danced about, shouted ‘Merry Christmas,’ 
and got acquainted with everyone there. Each 
one had something to do to make the party a 
success, The cards danced about, reciting the 
joyous greetings, the lights blinked and formed 
words like, ‘jolly old Nick’, and ‘joyful Christ- 
mas,’ and any other words they could make. 
The toy soldiers marched, the toy horses ran 
and jumped, everyone did something to add to 
the fun. The angel from the top of the tree hov- 
ered above toy animals and children, singing and 
humming. 

“The clock said five o’clock with a joyous chime, 
and what do you think, all the little toy animals 
and people and lights said ‘Merry Christmas’ 
once more, and then they all scampered to their 
places on the tree and in their boxes. Some could 
not fasten themselves, and the angel helped them. 
When all was in order, the angel went back to 
the top of the tree to watch until morning, when 
happy little girls and boys appeared to look at 
the tree in glee and wonder. Little Jack grabbed 
the bugle, and what do you think he did, he called 
everyone to the Christmas morning party. The 
other children sang, ‘Come, Come, Come to the 
Party’ and soon the whole family was there, hap- 
py and glad to thank Santa Claus for his visit.” 

“That’s not really a dream,” said Mary’s Grand- 
mother. “That really is the story of the first 
Christmas, as it is told in the Bible. The angels 
hovered above the crib where the little Jesus 
was lying. Angels hovered above the shepherds 
in the field, singing beautiful carols. There were 
animals at the first Christmas party, because 
Jesus was placed in the crib where their food was. 
Stars joined in the celebration, and even showed 
kings the way to the manger. Let’s read the story 
just as it really is.” 

(Have child in costume read Luke 2:11. Speak- 
er use outline in Methods this issue, “The First 
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Christmas,” for filling in details of story so chil- 
dren can understand. Have other children read 
additienal verses as given in outline.) 

Close with “Joy to the World” by children or 
children’s choir.—W. S. R. 


Seeing Minds 

Most of us think of our eyes, when we speak 
about seeing things. Some of us know persons 
whose eyes are not of any help to them. We call 
them blind people. This may be the result of an 
injury, or illness, or the blindness may have been 
there at the time of birth. Most of us who are ac- 
customed to the help of our eyes would find it 
very difficult to get on without them, and most 
of us would think it a special misfortune to lose 
the sight of one eye even. 

Even so, if we study about the work, the re- 
creation, and the daily lives of persons who have 
no actual eyesight, we are amazed by the fact 
that they go on in life just about as we do. They 
see in some other way. We are told that they hear 
more keenly than persons who depend upon their 
eyes; also, they develop a keen sense of feeling. 
Now, of course, all this is very interesting to talk 
about, but we must learn to realize that every- 
thing any of us learn, and think, and do, is from 
our minds. If we learn through our eyes, it is car- 
ried to our minds; if we learn through feeling, as 
with fire, it is also carried to our minds. We see 
that there is really not so much difference be- 
tween persons who see with eyes, and those who 
do not, because the mind with which we do our 
thinking is the important part of us. 

You have all heard the story of a little blind 
girl, named Helen Keller. In addition to being 
blind, she could not hear and could not talk, but, 
because her mind could keep everything she did 
learn, she grew into one of the greatest women 
the world has known. She learned by feeling with 
her hands, and later she gave out mostly through 
her hands what she had learned of life. Her mind 
could “See” what her hands felt and told about, 
and in this way she was an inspiration to thou- 
sands of persons who have eyes and ears and 
speech, but who have to learn that it is the mind 
only that really “sees” things. 

The “Seeing Mind” is the only part of us that 
makes us what we are, and helps up to do great 
things. 


“We are born knowing nothing and with much 
striving we learn but a little; yet all the while 
we are bound by laws that hearken to no plea of 
ignorance, and measure out their rewards and 
punishments with calm indifference. In such a 
state, humility is the virtue of men, and their only 
defense; to walk humbly with God, never doubt- 
ing whatever befall, that His will is good, and 
that His law is right.” . . . —Paul Elmer More. 
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Unanswered Prayer: Its Value 


“If it be possible, let this cup pass from me, .. .” 
Matt. 26:38. 


Here is an instance of apparently unanswered 
prayer in the life of the Authority on prayer. 
Jesus comes nearer to us as a Savior in this dark 
experience of Gethsemane. It is a reminder that 
while some prayers are unanswered literally, yet 
there is none unheeded; and even the unanswered 
ones have their value. 

I. Leaves a margin for the superior wisdom of 
the Father. Unless you and I are ready to assert 
our infallible wisdom in choices, we may well pray 
“Not my will but thine be done.” Transposing the 
familiar text we might ask for a serpent when 
we really needed a fish. 

II. This submissive spirit, exemplified by Jesus, 
showed evidence of willingness to learn. The 
trustful child who takes the parents denial as a 
wise decision, in a trustful spirit, opens his life 
to saner leadership He implies—‘Dissappoint- 
ment—His appointment. Change one letter then 
I see, that the thwarting of my purpose is God’s 
better choice for me.” 

III. This broader mental attitude, shows the 
broader unselfish spirit which should be back of 
all prayer motives; and which is so clearly sug- 
gested in the “social” motive of prayer. “It would 
be tragedy, if our narrow selfish desires should 
come back in literal fulfillment (Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox) Jesus was ready to face Herod and Cal- 
vary, after he had resigned himself to the Larger 
Will of God. He could stand in the court, amidst 
slander and falsehood and “answer not a word” 
Matt. 27:14. 


There is a peace that cometh after sorrow, 
Of hope surrendered, not of hope fulfilled. 
A peace that looketh not upon tomorrow; 
But calmly on a tempest that is stilled. 
—Gates 


The Thrift That Reaches Farthest 


“To what purpose this waste ... She hath wrought 
a good work.” Matt. 26:8-10. 
(Suggested as a “Thrift Day’ application with 
illustrations from the sayings of Franklin (Poor 
Richard) about the time of his Birthday.) 


I. Thrift is not hoarding, but judicious invest- 
ment. “Don’t pay too much for your whistle” 
(Franklin maxim). 

II. Thrift looks to ultimate good, rather than 
to pride and vanity. “Pride is as loud a beggar as 
want (Franklin). America’s tendency to display, 
vs. simple life of great souls even with wealth at 
hand; e. g. Helen Gould; Herbert Hoover; Dr. 
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Pearson, generous friend of the small college, who 
died poor. 

III. Judicious use of time “Lost time is never 
found again” (Franklin). “Redeeming the time” 
Paul) implies intensive alertness and far-sighted 
planning Sunday worship and investment to look 
deeper as to values. Doubtless his excuse would 
have been “too busy.” Taking time to commune 
with your God is not loss; because it looks farther 
as to values. Instance of the death of a wealthy 
citizen; when question was asked as to how much 
he “left.” The answer—‘“He left every cent.” He 
failed in Bible meditation. We must account for 
every idle word—and every empty silence.” 


Depression Transformations 


“Passing through the Valley of Baca, make it a 
place of springs.” Ps. 86:6. 


Geographically and literally, we of today are 
not concerned about the location of this valley; 
but figuratively and spiritually it has come very 
near to many of us in these days. Vs. 5 suggests 
possibilities of transformation which may come 
when divine sources of strength are utilized. 

I. Take time to look deeper at life’s problem. 
Hindrances sometimes are helps in disguise. Paul 
amidst shipwrecks and imprisonments could see 
advantages; and later wrote “All things work 
together for good—to them that love the Lord.” 
Dr. John McDowell, lately deceased after honors 
of eminent pastoral service and the supreme offi- 
cial position in his church, lost his arm when 
picking coal in the Pennsylvania mine of his 
youth. Steadily and persistently he obtained his 
education and applied it to life. Faith encouraged 
perseverance. 

II. Our problems appear in different light after 
the sanctuary meditation. “Then I understood” 
(Ps. 73:16, 17). Prof. Frost, blind astronmer, saw 
the universe as “purposive” and breathed the 
fragrance of his flower garden in peace, during his 
declining years. 

III. The wnselfish phase should be taken into 
account. Joseph said of his banishment and trou- 
ble “God meant it for Good” (Gen. 50:20). Paul 
likewise: “Things ... have turned unto the fur- 
therance of the Gospel” (Phil. 1:12) Kagawa’s 
early adversities endeared him to the masses. His 
power developed accordingly. The tragedy of de- 
pression days in America has been the selfishness 
of politicians over against the heroic perseverance 
of many unfortunate middle class workers; as for 
example the young stenographer who lost her 
good position for one of lesser income but said 
“We have changed the initial letter of depression 
to we-press-on.” 


The following inscription is on a tombstone in 
England: 

“What I spent that I had; 

What I gave that I saved; 

What I saved, that I lost.” 
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Orchestral Harmonies 
Luke 2:13. “A multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God.” 

Jesus is born. The orchestral harmonies of ten 
thousand times ten thousand jubilant voices ac- 
claim the King of kings through every land and 
to every age. 

Since that day when One was born in a manger 
at Bethlehem this song of songs has never 
ceased its message to all the world. Other songs 
have been sung and have charmed for a short day, 
but only this song claims the ages for its own. 
Thunder of revolution and of battles, crash of 
Empire and civilizations, the deep tremulous 
moan of earth’s age-long abiding agonies and 
sorrows, the strident peals of earth’s thoughtless 
laughter and the angry voices of earth’s impotent 
scorn have failed to drown it. The vain songs 
of earthly pride and pleasure have risen only 
to vanish into the emptiness from which they 
sprang and be forgotten; but this song sings 
ever sweeter, clearer, dearer than before—Jesus 
is born!—General Evangeline Booth in the War 


Cis 
BPR 


Giving Christ the Key ’ 
Rev. 3:20. “And open the door.” 

Somewhere I remember reading of a strange 
gift once received by a young woman from a very 
dear friend. She had expected a valuable piece of 
jewelry but when Christmas Day dawned and 
she opened the package that had been mailed to 
her, she found it contained an ordinary door 
key. Attached to it was a little card bearing this 
message: “The key to the door of the house of a 
friend. It is yours to use. Use it every day if you 
wish.” The significance of the gift finally dawned 
on the young woman: the lovely home of her 
friend was always open to her. 

That is a parable! To let the Great Guest into 
our hearts but once a week or once a year is not 
often enough. We are to give Him the key that 
unlocks the inner doors of our lives. If we do 
that, the spirit of Christmas will abide for ever 
and ever.—Harold W. Roupp. 


Wk 


Christmas Joy Is Perennial 
Isa. 52:9. “Break forth into joy.” 

Christmas joy is a perennial joy; it is old, yet 
ever new. Artists have vied with musicians, and 
musicians have competed with poets, to express 
the meaning and the beauty and the joy of this 
day. A Correggio sits down before his canvas, and 
out of an adoring imagination strokes out his 
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masterpiece, “The Holy Night.” A Raphael gives 
us his “Sistine Madonna,” in the presence of 
which one bows one’s head in silence and praise. 
A LaRolle more recently takes us to a humble 
manger to show us “The Arrival of the Shep- 
herds.” Phillips Brooks on Christmas Eve of the 
year 1865 visits Bethlehem, and three years later, 
his heart still filled with the blessed memories 
of that visit, writes his poem, “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.” Poets and preachers throughout all 
times have tried to catch the meaning and the 
grandeur of this day in words. 


BPA 
Bringing Children into the Church 
Matt. 19:14. “Suffer little children . . 
unto me.” 
Easter has become the great ingathering time 
for the Christian church, but because of its back- 
ground of tragedy and sorrow it is especially 


. to come 


‘the decision time for adults. Christmas with the 


“child in the midst” is a lovely time for remem- 
bering the words of Jesus: ‘Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.’—R, H. Huse. 


By 
The Christmas Spirit All the Year 
Luke 2:20. “Glorifying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen.’ 

We are reminded of a small boy. Not too many 
joys had come into his small life. Not too many 
luxuries were his. But on Christmas morning, in 
the very toe of his stocking he found a big, big 
orange. He had not seen many oranges in his life. 
They did not appear on his breakfast table often, 
nor even at all. So he considered this orange for a 
long time, turning it round and round in his two 
hands. Finally he slowly peeled it, carefully di- 
vided it into all its sections, eating each one as he 
went. The last section finally disappeared. He 
licked each finger separately. Then looking down 
sadly at the bits of orange peeling at his feet, he 
pushed them aside with the toe of his shoe and 
said with a sigh, “Well it’s all over till next 
Christmas.” 

How often we feel just like that little boy. We 
carefully take the trimmings off the Christmas 
tree and pack them away; we take down the bells; 
we remove the candles; we carry out the tree, 
clear up the floor of its scattered trimmings, set 
all the chairs back in their places. Over our minds 
sweeps that same feeling, “It’s all over till next 
Christmas.” But it is not all over. No, indeed! 
It has only just begun.—Chancellor H. L. Upper- 
man. 
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4,800 SERMON OUTLINES 


24,000 HOMILETIC REFERENCES 


SAVE ONE-THIRD ON 


THE SERMON BIBLE 


Twelve duodecimo volumes, containing 4,800 sermon outlines with 
more than 24,000 homiletic references, and embracing the whole 
of the Sacred Scriptures. It gives the essence of the very best homi- 
letic literature of the present generation, and it is a source of inex- 
‘haustible help to the preacher, student, or other Christian worker. 


Some of its Important Features 


S yet there are in the libraries of some tens of thousands of preachers nothing 
Jos more than inadequate, fragmentary homiletical indexes, so that the preacher, 
desirous of knowing the best that has been said on a text, has really nothing 


to turn to. 


In such indexes he is often referred to obsolete and second-rate works, 


while he misses references to the best works. 


The new SERMON BIBLE takes account of the best and greatest preachers, and 
has been compiled from manuscript reports and fugitive periodical sources, as well 


as from books. 
printed in book form. 


Many of the best sermons preached by eminent men are never 
It thus contains much that will be new to its readers. 


The range of books is far wider than in any homiletical index—we can not 
say than in any work of the kind, because no work of the kind is in existence. 

Great care has been taken to observe due proportion to the volumes—the space 
given to each book of the Bible depending on the number of sermons that has 


been preached from it. 


Blank pages are bound in the end of each volume for manuscript notes. This 
adds much to the value of the work for practical usefulness. 


Arrangement of the Volumes 


Tue Op TestAMENT—In Four Volumes: 
Vol. I—Containing Genesis to Samuel. Vol. 
II.—Containing Kings to Psalm 76th. Vol. 
I1I.—Containing Psalm 77th to Solomon. Vol. 
TV.—Containing Isaiah to Malachi. 

THE New TESTAMENT—In Eight Volumes: 


The Greatest Sermon 


Methodist Protestant, Baltimore: ‘The greatest 
sermon library in the world.” 


New York Evangelist: ‘The work is strictly 


evangelical, and the quotations are singularly strong 
and fine.’’ 
Christian Endeavor World, Boston: 
work of this kind in existence.” 
Christian Herald: ‘‘The references are of such a 
character as to encourage extensive reading and in- 
svestigation,”’ 


“No other 


Vol V.—Matthew i. to xxi. Vol. VI.—Mat- 
thew xxii. to Mark xvi. Vol. VII.—Luke i. 
to John iti. Vol. VIII—John iv. to Acts vi. 
Vol. [X.—Acts vii. to 1 Corinthians xvi. Vol. 
X.—2 Corinthians to Philippians. Vol. XI— 
Collossians to James. Vol. XII—1 Peter to 
Revelation. 


Library in the World 


The Watchman, Boston: ‘The finest thoughts. of 
the ablest preachers of the present century on the 
sacred writings are here given.” 


Christian Intelligencer, New York: “No English 
or American preacher of note has been omitted, and 
the list of works referred to is world-wide.” 


, Christian Leader, Boston: ‘The volumes are dis- 
tinguished by admirable condensation of the sermons 
that are quoted,” 


See Preceding Pages for Cut-Price Offer That 
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SAVES YOU ONE-THIRD! 


FUNK & WACNALLS COMPANY, Publishers 
NEW YORK AND LONDON 


Service at the Nation’s Christmas Tree 
Oldest, 2d Taliest Tree on Earth Is Site of Services 
Matt, 2:11. “And worshipped him.’ 

General Grant National Park, Calif., Dec. 25 
(AP) —Some 5,000 years ago—about 30 centuries 
before Christ was born—a tiny Sequoia tree took 
root in what is now General Grant National 
Park. 

Today the Sequoia, one of the earth’s oldest 
living things, served again as “the Nation’s 
Christmas Tree.” 

Several score persons made the annual pilgrim- 
age to the tree, where services were held. 

The forest giant, reaching 267 feet into the sky 
and 33 feet in diameter, is reputed to be the sec- 
ond largest tree in the world.—Associated Press, 


pa 


Napoleon Can't Help Us 
Psa. 121:2. “My help cometh from the Lord.” 
An earnest Christian Woman said to H. V. 
Givler: “I am a busy housekeeper and six days 
of work for my family make me very ready for 
the church service on Sunday, and my heart cries 
out for the living God, but recently our pastor 
has told us more about Napoleon than about the 
Saviour, and Napoleon is dead, and he can’t help 
me, so I come away discouraged.’—Christian 


Advocate. 
Bk 


Some Things the Blind See 
Job 29:15. “Eyes to the blind.” 

There are richer notes that only life, much life 
under God and with God, can evoke. 

When Handel went blind he wrote Samson-— 
wrote the song “Total Eclipse.” Beard was the 
great tenor singer of the day who was to sing 
this song. Handel sent for him. “Mr. Beard, I can- 
not sing it as it should be sung; but I can tell you 
how it ought to be sung.” And then he sang it, 
with what pathos need not be said. Beard stood 
listening; and when it was finished, said with 
tears in his eyes, “But Mr. Handel I can never 
sing it like that.” 

One needs to be blind to see some things, and 
fo understand some things. One needs to ‘have 
some things taken away, and some things given, 
before certain truths of God can become veritably 
ours.—The Rev. A. E. Whitham in “Qualifying for 
Truth” (The Methodist Recorder, London). 


TER 


Christmas Greetings 
Acts 23:26. “Sendeth greeting.” 

The first known Christmas Card, made for gen- 
eral distribution, is now in the British Museum, 
in the department of prints and drawings. The 
original plate for this card was drawn and etched 
by W. M. Egley, a lad of sixteen, in 1842. 

This first card showed several scenes suggestive 
of the holiday season. There is a Christmas party, 
skating, carol singers, distribution of soup, a 
Punch and Judy show and two figures dancing 
the Roger de Coverley. Also, it carries a greeting 


Oe E—————— 
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as follows: “A Merry Christmas & A Happy New 
Year to You,” with space for the sender’s name. 


Ba 
Greeting Cards in the United States 

The first manufacture of Christmas Cards 
in this country seems to have been undertaken in 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, by one Louis Prang, a 
German printer, who was exiled from his own 
country after the unsuccessful German Revolu- 
tion in 1848, and who, in 1874, manufactured 
Christmas Cards, which he shipped to England, 
for sale there. The following year he undertook 
their sale in America—and this was the beginning 
of the Christmas card manufacture in the United 
States, It was not, however, until about 1906 that 
the use of greetings cards began to develop as an 
important element in American life. 

The actual use of cards, though spread over 
the country as a whole, finds its greatest concen- 
tration in the territory included within a 50-mile 
radius of New York City.—Octavia Goodbar in 
Current History, December, 1937. 


Perils of a Missionary 
LIN Con Vie 265 eda Dentlsia 

A Chinese missionary went out into the hills 
the other day, and was almost killed as a spy. 
He passed the airfield at the time the Japanese 
planes came over. He happened to be carrying a 
little bundle wrapped in white cloth on his shoul- 
der. When the planes went away, soldiers seized 
him and accused him of signaling with the cloth. 

They tore open the package and found a box 
of matches. That made it look worse. Then they 
found a flashlight and that presumably proved 
he was a spy. They beat him rather badly. He 
kept saying that he was a missionary and finally 
pulled out a little pocket Bible written in Chinese. 
They let him go.— “War Correspondent” by Jack 
Belden. United Press, March, 1938. 


By 
When Winter Comes 
Gen. 8:22. “And summer and winter ... shall not 
fail.” 

Why are not trees and shrubs—in short, all 
plants—frozen, to death in winter? Once it was 
thought that the killing of plant tissue by cold 
was the result of ice forming in the tiny cells and 
bursting their walls. But microscopic studies 
showed that ice forms between, not inside, the 
cells. The cold causes water to leave them; this 
destroys the tissue. : 

In winter a tree consists of roots, trunk, branch- 
es and the buds from which will come the next 
seasons’s leaves and flowers. All these parts are 
comparatively dry. Still they do contain a certain 
amount of sap, and since they have no internal 
source of heat the sap is chilled through in wintry 
weather. It contains certain dissolved substances 
that lower its freezing point and also tend to 
check its passage through the cell walls. 

Instead of harming the trees the cold of winter, 
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unless unusually severe, prepares them for 
healthy growth the following spring. It has been 
found that our perennial plants require a period 
of deep sleep before they put forth new leaves 
and blossoms.—The Mentor. 


Christmas on the Farm 
Gen. 12:3. “In thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed.” 

There is something magical about Christmas 
in an old family farmhouse where Grandfather 
hung up his home-knitted stocking by the fire- 
place in his childhood. Where Great-grandma, 
moving stealthily in the dim light of her hand- 
made candle, arranged her loving gifts of red mit- 
tens, gay striped stockings, sugared doughnuts, 
raisins and frosted cookies. There’s something 
about it, very tangible but not easily expressed. 

* * * * * * 

Christmas is apt to take on so personal an 
aspect in the country. We help decorate the 
church for the Sunday school exercises. We loan 
dishes and assistance for the party at the school- 
house and pose as interested audience for the 
program which we already know through many 
painstaking rehearsals. How the children’s ani- 
mated faces carry us back to the Christmas-trees 
of our childhood with their ropes of popcorn, 
shining red apples and golden oranges, the pink 
net stockings filled with candy and nuts and 
those gay candy sticks with a red rose going 
miraculously down through its entire center! 

* * * * * * 

Burden? Just one such blessed memory repays 
us for all the effort we put into Christmas.— 
Georgia Lott Selter, The Old Watrous Farm, 
Three Mile Bay, in the Watertown Times. 


The Midnight Quest 
Luke 2:15. “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass.” 

If you were ever at a loss to find a friend’s 
home in an unlighted Oriental city, you would 
understand the difficulty of these Bethlehem 
shepherds in seeking the birthplace of the Child. 

Neither art nor literature has dealt adequately 
with this quest of the shepherds, as, excited and 
expectant, they ranged through the dark and 
narrow streets of the town, looking for a Babe 
of whose coming the gossip of housewives had 
given them no intimation. Above glittered the 
stars, which so lately had been outshone by the 
Shekinah Glory. About them the village slept, 
with no sound but the occasional barking of a 
street dog. 

Nevertheless, they found the Babe, the world’s 
greatest discovery in spite of all obstacles, may 
we, too, like them find the Child who is the source 
and center of Christmas tidings—W. T. Ellis. 


TR 


Christmas with the Poets 
Psa. 67:4. “Be glad and sing for joy.” 
1—For Christmas Eve. 7 
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O happy if the mystic star 
Once more hangs sparkling in your sky; 
If childhood be not yet too far 
To light the imaginative eye; 
And, hugging your poor gifts through shame 
of them, : 
You find your wandering way to Bethlehem! 


Ah, happier still if through the year 
You keep the mystery then revealed, 
The love-birth and the holy cheer 
Of life redeemed and discord healed. 
Then shall your heart be Bethlehem always, 
And every day you live be Christmas Day. 
—P. J. Fisher, in The British Weekly. 


WA 


2—All the Little, Struggling Churches. 
All the little, struggling churches 
Are so brave on Christmas night— 
All the windows wreathed with hemlock, 
Tied with bows so gay and bright. 
Christmas trees are standing proudly, 
Dazzling with their tinsel balls, 
Holding out delicious off’rings, 
Sweets and fruits and toys and dolls. 


And the children, eager-hearted, 
Eyes alight and cheeks aflame, 
Tell the story of the shepherds 
On the night the Christ Child came, 
And the lovely Star that led them 
To the stable where He lay, 
And the gifts the Wise Men brought Him 
From their treasures far away. 


In the choir tired women 
Hold their books in hands toil-worn, 
But their eyes show love and gladness 
When they sing that Christ is born. 
And their menfolk sing beside them 
Happy tidings of good will, 
While their hearts are warmed and brightened 
By the age-old Christmas thrill. 


All the little, struggling churches, 
Planning, working, day and night— 
Scrimping, saving, for the presents 
So each child-heart may be light— 
Decking out the church with beauty, 
Making wreaths and cutting trees— 
Teaching Christmas song and story— 
God be praised for such as these. 


—Zion’s Herald. 


AHA! 

Tenant: “Those people over my head are very 
trying. They were jumping about and banging 
on the floor till after midnight last Monday.” 

Landlord: “Did they wake you up?” 

Tenant: “No; I hadn’t gone to bed.” 

Landlord: “Working late, I suppose?” 

Tenant: “Yes, I was practicing on my saxo- 
phone.”—Tid-Bits. 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
J. J. PHELAN, D. D. 


Christmas Vindication 
1 Cor. 3:14. “It takes spiritual insight to see its 
true value.” 

“What developments do you think are coming 
during the next fifty years?” inquired Babson of 
Steinmetz. The Little Giant after careful thought 
replied: “The inventions of the past have given 
us every luxury. We are living in an age of every 
external comfort. A most interesting age. Yet we 
are not happy. We are no more satisfied than we 
were fifty years ago. What is coming next? I be- 
lieve that in fifty years from now man will be 
seeking spiritual things as eagerly and persistently 
as he is now seeking the material. He is already 
beginning to realize that things do not meet hu- 
man need, things do not satisfy the heart, do not 
feed the soul. The spiritual outlook is to be the 
next step forward.” Christmas is ever a reminder 
of the re-birth of the soul. “Roll on! Thou deep 
and dark blue ocean” of man’s immortal spirit. 
Roll on! 


Christmas Cheer 
Luke 2:10. “I bring you good news of a great joy.” 
How some react to losses, failures and disap- 
pointments: 1. Some give up all faith and hope; 
2. Some become cynical, irritable and unap- 
proachable; 3. Some “grin and bear,” but only 
stoically; 4. Some seek refuge in the many “pop- 
ular” and much-advertised “soul-lifters”; 5. Some 
seek inner adjustment to withstand the shock of 
sudden external change; 6. Some rededicate 
themselves anew through many well-established 
and well-authenticated churches—the product of 
the ages; 7. Still, some will allow themselves to 
lament, that, though they “go to Church’—they 
“vet nothing” of consequential value. Are you sure 
that it is the church or a doctor that you most 
‘need, An average church is the greatest healing- 
station and soul clinic that exists today. If one 
will expose himself to churchgoing, even though 
occasionally, he may catch religion someday. 


Christmas Teetotalism 
Rom. 14:13. “Resolve not to put any hindrance in 
your brother’s way.” 

Many homes will be quite content with a sim- 
- ple “Merry Christmas,” providing, that it is a 
“dry” Christmas. An average of $427 per family 
was spent on liquor in the U. S. A. last year; 
The old saloon was bad enough as a social ren- 
dezvous for the red-nose gentry, but it could not 
compare to the modern gilded drinking palace 
for women today. When questionable practice 
is clothed with a garb of social “respectability’— 
its influence is more deadly and subtle. You can’t 
change the character of a pig by placing ribbons 
around his neck! For every college girl today, 
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there are multitudes of barmaids. When a large 
life-insurance company increases its rejections 
to men under 30 years as much as 183 per cent 
on the grounds of excessive drinking—then the 
liquor drinker is “on the spot”; When forty-two 
per cent of the patrons of cocktail bars and beer 
places are women then society is dealing with 
new social phenomena. To be sure, “Homes For 
Alcoholic Cures’ are on the increase. It will re- 
quire more than the present 4000 road signs to de- 
pict the danger of ‘drunk driving.” The election- 
pledge with its “repeal” DID NOT bring in any 
promised “liquor reform.’ Don’t let the “wet” 
try to smoke you out. 


Christmas Unfinished Tasks 
Jno. 1:23. “Straighten the Lord’s way .. .” 

Why not a Christian “Fourteen Points” this 
Christmas? Why not Christianize and American- 
ize alien groups and their cultures: Strengthen 
basic institutions as home, school, church and 
state; Prevent a recurrence of World War dis- 
illusionment with its aftermath of depression; 
Overcome the law of diminishing returns and 
receipts in Church and Sunday School work; 
Root out pseudo-psychologies, pseudo-religions 
and pseudo-sociologies; Check the “Gimme” 
Utopias; Heal the present estrangement of re- 
ligion and business; Develop religious LEADER- 
SHIP in the home; Stem the tide of youth’s inde- 
cision and non-committal to religion; Reduce 
superfluous in religion to a common denominator 
basis of “love to God and love to neighbor”; Re- 
habilitate victims of pathological obscession, self- 
sufficiency and “prosperity” pride; Supplant the 
social “Go-getter” with the religious “GO- 
GIVER”; Define the mission and objectives of 
the Church for today; HOW to integrate and 
harmonize religious supernaturalism with philo- 
sophical idealism, ethical morality and scientific 
naturalism and realism. 


Christmas Lavishness 
Matt. 7:11. “How much more will your Father in 
heaven give.” 

This is the season of lavishness and gifts to our 
friends. We enjoy thinking of God, not as a 
shrewd ancient sage, but more like the young 
poet, artist, sculptor, designer and musician—He 
of generous impulse and action. This lavish God 
is a sharing God. He enjoys and shares with us 
His creation of the lilies of the fields, the color of 
the rose, the smile of the babe and the ripple 
of children’s laughter. All of these bespeak God’s 
profuseness and lavishness. And this lavishness 
suggests sharing and sharing connotes happiness. 
God’s lavishness and joy is well depicted in the 
Parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin and Lost 
Son and Good Samaritan. In the Feeding of the 
Five Thousand, the loaves and fishes of life mul- 
tiplied as they were shared with others. Let us 
sound anew this matchless Christmas event by 
proclaiming that God bubbles over with un- 
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restrained and creative joy—the redemption of 
His children. If Christ had not been born, how 
could His love and joy be re-born in us? 


Christmas Affirmation 
Matt. 3:17. “This is my Son, My Beloved; my 
Chosen.” 

Christmas is an excellent season to state anew 
the grounds for belief concerning the DIVINITY 
and DEITY of our Lord. Even familar truth must 
be constantly restated. Don’t be so sure that 
“proof-texts do not prove anything.’ Consider 
evidence for both the case of textual and his- 
torical method: 1. Testimony of God the Father 
(Cf. Matt. 3:17; Mk. 9:6); 2. Mary recognized 
Christ’s Divinity (Lk. 2:51) ; 3. The titles of Deity 
as bestowed by disciples (Jno. 1:7; 20:28; Rom. 
9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8). LORD, the Septuagant 
equivalent for JEHOVAH; Mk. 1:3 (Cf. Isa. 40:3; 
Rom. 10:13; Heb. 1:10 Cf. Psa. 102:25), SON OF 
God (Matt. 16:16; Luke 1:32, 35; Jno. 5:18; Acts 
9:20. 4. Testimony of strangers and even its 
enemies (Matt. 27:54; Mk. 1:24, ver. 7; Luke 4:41; 
Jno. 1:49). With over 200 different hints and at- 
testations of Christ’s Divinity—the critic has a 
great task before him. Christ’s original knowl- 
edge of God; His power to work miracles; His sin- 
lessness; His transfiguration; His sufferings and 
sacrifice; His resurrection and ascension; His 
mediation and forgiveness all stamp Him as Di- 
vine to a believer! 


Christmas Serenity 
Matt. 12235 “GOOG with us.2 

A common malady today is “Time Conscious- 
ness.” How often we hear it said, “Yes, I ought 
to go to church, much more than I do, but you 
know how it is—none of us have time for any- 
thing these days.” Still there are twenty-four 
hours in every day and night. It is not that we 
have so little time, but so much time that is 
disintegrated and unorganized for the things 
timeless. The problem of hearing the “still, small 
voice” by many has been solved with the sub- 
stitution of the loud speaker. So restless and 
frenzied have we become that even a marriage 
ceremony is often prefaced with a hurried re- 
quest, “make it snappy, parson!” Covet a state 
of imperturbability this Christmas. Make a real 
present to yourself. You'll have to live with your- 
self for some time yet. The “peace on earth” is 
not a peace of acquiescence nor of indifference, 
nor the peace of death and the grave. Lay hold 
of your birthright in God. 


Christmas Landmarks 


“After God had carried us safe to New England, 
and we had builded our houses, provided neces- 
saries for our livelihood, reared convenient places 
for God’s worship, and settled the civil govern- 
ment, one of the next things we longed for and 
looked after was to advance learning and per- 


petuate it to posterity, dreading to leave an illiter- 
ate ministry to the churches when our present 
ministers shall lie in the dust.”—New England's 
First Fruits (1643). 


Thanksgiving Warmth 

Jno. 5:35. “He was a burning and shining light.” 
Luke 24:32. “Did not our hearts burn within 
us?” 

Jack Frost was approaching with his usual un- 
ceremonious and uninvited visit, so we determined 
to install a modern heating-plant. Among the 
scores of advertised—gas, oil, coaland even hot-air 
contraptions—which shall it be? Finally, our eyes 
focussed on a newspaper headline: “CHURCH 
INSTALLS STONEBURNER.” This must be a 
new kind—we exclaimed. Let us read on: “Church 
installs the Reverend Stoneburner as Assistant 
Pastor’—the notice read. Well, the Reverend is an 
able and consecrated distributor of “light, heat 
and power” all right. We congratulate both church 
and pastor in adding another able and conse- 
crated worker to its already splendidly-equipped 
spiritual heating-plant. When the two disciples 
walked with Jesus on the road to Emmaus, their 
“hearts burned within them.” The Greek word 
(kaio) may be translated “to set fire to-to light-to 
burn.” Jesus melts “stony hearts.” 


@ 
Satan’s Finis 
Ezek. 28:15. “Thou wast perfect ... until iniquity 
was found in thee.” 

II Cor. 2:11. “We are not ignorant of his devices.” 

The Bible assumes the personality, power and 
existence of Satan. Here Satan is no grotesque 
myth as depicted on stage and in fiction. He once 
had unlimited authority over the earth, but when 
God passed this authority over to Adam, then 
Satan became jealous and bested Adam thru the 
Temptation. God then declared that there would 
be enmity between the seed of the woman and 
Satan ... Some scholars state that Satan has 
certain delegated powers from God, which God 
has not rescinded. The Last Adam will remove 
Satan as the ruler of this present world of con- 
fusion. Ezek. 28 and Rev. 19 and 20 depict his 
finis. There are many ingenious literal and alle- 
gorical interpretations of his Satanic Majesty. 
Whether apocryphal or apocalyptic—we should 
know them all. A well-annotated work entitled 
“Satan” by L. S. Chafer (S. S. Times, 1922) is 
thought-provoking whether you agree with the 
thesis and argument or not. 
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A $1000 CuHristmas GIFT 
For ONLY $14.75 ~ 


———If you are 35 years old, that 


is the first year cost ofa 


$1,000 Ordinary Life Rates per $1,000 Ordinary Life 
: 2 ee ee ee ee eee 
Insurance policy with Without Perm’nt Disability With Permanent Disability 
. s Each Subsequent Year Each Subsequent Year 
The Ministers Life and First Semi- Age | First Semi ele 
Year {Annual/Annual]| Quar. Year JAnnual|Annual} Quar. 
Casualty Union. $10.39 [$13.95 |g 7.25 |g 3.70 $12.32 [$15.88 |§ 8.26 |g 4.21 
43t| 7 3.79 | 22 112.59 |'16.29 | 8.47 | 432 
14.68 | 7. 3.89 12.87 | 16.71 
eeiveale 7 3.99 13.16 | 17.16 
Other ages in 15,47 : 4.10 13.47 | 17.62 
proportion. 1.58 | 15.90 : 421 13.78 | 18.10 ; 
1.86] 1636] 8 14.13 | 18.63 
215 | 1o.84 | 8. y 14.48 | 19.17 5.08 
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MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 


Life, Health and 
Accident Insurance 
at cost 
for clergymen only. 
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DRAMATIZE RELIGIOUS TRUTH 


CARLOS G. FULLER 


people that the question naturally arose in 

the mind, “How can the church capture 
some of their appeal for the expression of religious 
truth?” And the answer which came seemed to 
say, “Make a more effective use of dramatics.” 

We had made use of dramatics in the customary 
way of having a pageant at Christmas, and occa- 
sionally at other times. But while this was good, 
it was not enough. There was much more to 
dramatics than the pageant. 

So one evening the minister expressed the de- 
sire to find a small group willing to meet with 
him to try to write a brief play dealing with a 
simple religious message. Two or three young 
married couples responded. And at a weekly 
meeting in the minister’s home ideas began to 
come forth. 

It was genuine fun. The fellowship was delight- 
ful. Pleasant laughter and high spirits prevailed. 
Complete freedom of expression was as natural 
as breathing. 

One member of the group recorded the ideas 
that were tossed into the circle, where each 
thought had to prove its worth before the frank 
criticism of the whole group or fall by the way- 
side. Humor mingled naturally with more serious 
thoughts, as the sketch began to take form. In 
the course of a few weeks the dialogue was nearly 
complete. It dealt with the perplexed efforts a 
non-church going mother and father made to 
answer a question their ten year old son asked 
after being taken to Sunday School for the first 
time by a neighbor’s boy. The question their son 
asked was, “What is religion?” 

The sketch came to a climax, when the full 
meaning of the boy’s problem dawned upon the 
parents and their resolve was voiced in these 
words, “We'll live the answer to his question.” 
It seemed natural, therefore, io. name the sketch, 
“Their Son’s Question.” 

Some time later the parts were learned and a 
dramatic presentation made of it at an evening 
service. Taking the place of the sermon, the mes- 
sage it contained made a genuine impression 
upon those who came. Even some months later, 
people recalled it with lively interest. 

The response in attendance and interest sug- 
gested something further. So the minister invited 
a half dozen young men and young women to 
his home to work out another simple play. The 
Bible story of The Prodigal Son was chosen, and 
placed in a modern setting. 

It began in 1929, in the home of a wealthy 
farmer in a mid-western state. One of the two 
sons disliked the farm and wanted his father to 
give him money to go to New York where he could 
really live and make his fortune. Eventually the 
father yielded and bade him goodbye, while the 


Tex stage and screen hold such a lure for 
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older son remained at the work on the farm which 
he liked. 

Reaching New York with plenty of money in a 
boom period, the younger son did well for a time. 
A good job and stock speculation carried him 
on the crest of the wave. But by 1932, he was pen- 
niless and desolate, money gone and deserted by 
friends. Miles of walking the streets brought 
no work. The breadline became a familiar com- 


anion. 


In the end, he returned to the family he had 
half-forgotten and often ignored, in the better 
days, to receive the welcome in his home which 
Jesus had said was the Father’s welcome to all 
who returned to Him. 

The Bible story so aptly fits the self-seeking 
ways and troubled experiences of the rise and fall 
of the past few years of the nation’s life. 

Having cooperated in writing this brief play, 
which was called, “The Modern Prodigal Son,” 
these young people learned the parts and staged 
it, as the religious message at an evening service. 
The larger number of people who came were deep- 
ly impressed. Both the players and the audience 
caught a new vision of the meaning for modern 
life, of this particular Bible story. The past and 
the present met together in their minds. 

Now something had been started which de- 
served to continue. Therefore, following a search 
for other suitable short plays which were avail- 
able, a religious play ‘was given one Sunday eve- 
ning a month. To widen the interest different 
groups were asked to take the parts each time. 

Later, with some six months experience in hand, 
it was natural to organize the Featherbed Lane 
Thespian Society for all interested in the promo- 
tion of dramatics in the church. Within the so- 
ciety, four separate dramatic clubs were organ- 
ized, each with its own coach. One group included 
boys and girls fourteen, fifteen, and sixteen years 
of age. The second group held the seventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen, and twenty year olds. The 
third group was for all over twenty-one, with no 
upper age limit. A fourth group was composed 
of those who showed the largest ability in dra- 
matic expression. This club was named the 
Featherbed Lane Players, and will seek to develop 
as a Little Theater group. 

A plan was laid out for eight religious and 
eight secular plays to be given by the four groups 
during the course of the succeeding year. 

It is desired to stimulate the writing of further 
simple plays, religious or secular, by individuals 
or groups, as a part of the year’s program. Beyond 
this, the effort will be made to seek as good plays 
as possible for the different groups. 

This experiment seemed as fruitful of real 
values for all concerned, as any of the various 
experiments which have been tried in this church. 
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The interest in the enterprise throughout the 
church, is keen. The plans for the future appear 
alive with promise. It is felt decidedly worthwhile 
to attempt to dramatize religious truth. 

—1350 University Ave., N.Y.C. 
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Church History in Motion Pictures 

“The Call of the Cross” 16mm. sound film de- 
picting the early history of the Lutheran Missouri 
Synod has been released by the Publicity Depart- 
ment of that church. The premiere showing was 
held last month in connection with the Centen- 
nial convention of the Lutheran Synod in St. 
Louis, Mo. and was enthusiastically acclaimed 
by an audience of 2,500 who witnessed it. 

Produced by the Lutheran Missouri Synod to 
acquaint the members with the emigration of 
German Christians from their native Saxony 
which led to the founding of the church body in 
America, the film dramatically depicts the perse- 
cution which devout Christians suffered and how 
they were led to seek America, the land of re- 
ligious freedom. The touching story of the emi- 
gration, the farewell to homes and friends, the 
courage and determination of the group of 700 


emigrants is graphically shown in the film. The 
movement is followed over the ocean, to the port 
of New Orleans, thence up to the Mississippi and 
then to Perry County, Missouri, the chosen site 
for the colonists. The hardships which these pio- 
neers suffered as sickness and poverty and spir- 
itual troubles ravaged their colony, and their ulti- 
mate victory over many obstacles forms an im- 
pressive part of the picture, which should stim- 
ulate all who witness the production. 


The film was produced under the direction of 
Rev. H. Bielenberg, of Oil City, Pa. Most of the 
scenes were taken in St. Louis and vicinity, and 
many descendants of the original immigrants 
took part in the film. The filming was done by 
Business Films, Inc., and Hardcastle Films of St. 
Louis as Associate Producers. There are 1800 feet 
of 16mm. film in the production which takes about 
an hour to show. 


Distribution of the film will be made by twelve 
sound units throughout the United States and 
Canada. Showings will be in the Lutheran 
Churches during the balance of 1938 and during 
the entire Centennial year of 1939. The film may 
be made available for general use after that. 
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of efficiency and 
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economy. 
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better Sunday school. 


ENTER THE 
NATIONAL SUNDAY 
SCHOOL BUILDING 
CAMPAIGN CONTEST 


$1,000.00 in cash prizes. 
Schools grouped accord- 
ing to size. Catalog 
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sure to enter so your 
school may grow as did 
schools which took part 
in the early 1938 con- 


today ! 
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ITEMS 


We offer an array of the best ma- , 
terials and plans—a complete line of all that could be desired for 
well-rounded class and school programs, including our Christ-centered 
Lesson Helps and character-building Story Papers. 
used them, they are available at half-price trial rates. 


DAVID C.COOK 


25-T LINCOLN STREET, ELGIN, ILL. 


Please send FREE copy of your 1939 catalog, Half-price 
Trial Offer, and contest announcement. ; 
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THE BASIC VARUER@ Ps ieee ils Bre 


HARRY W. STAVER 


torical value and to those interested in 

such history that is a value of some con- 
siderable worth. It has an educational value and 
religious education, based on the Bible, is one 
of the crying needs of our church program. It 
has a devotional value and countless are the 
numbers of people who have found their richest 
and happiest experience with the Bible at that 
point. It has a healing value, too much over- 
looked and undervalued by the average minister 
and church but capitalized by all the curative 
cults and utilized by all the practitioners of faith 
healing and, beyond these, recognized by modern 
psychiatrists like Dr. Henry C. Link as a means 
of providing that “conviction and power” which 
is “the final solution to the individual’s conquest 
of himself, his environment and his fears.” So 
has the Bible an inspirational value, a moral and 
spiritual value and others too many to enumerate. 
All these indicate what we may call the practical 
value of the Bible. That “practical” value is the 
Basic Value of the Bible. 

It makes little difference where we turn, the 
situation is always the same. Each man con- 
fronted with some dilemma, if he uses the Bible 
at all, uses it to such purpose as best serves his 
end. He seeks from the Bible the practical solu- 
tion of his practical problem. If he be in distress 
he seeks deliverance. If he sorrows, he seeks 
_ consolation and comfort which the world cannot 
give. If he is anxious, he seeks the great affirma- 
tions which steady the soul in the storm. If he 
stands in a shaken time, he seeks to triumph 
through those things which cannot be shaken. 
The basic value of the Bible, for the average ex- 
perience is always its practical value. If the 
Book lives in a human life, in any vital sense, 
it lives because of what it does for a man in the 
midst of his human days. 

Such an age as ours needs such a Book as the 


‘Te: Bible has many values. It has an his- 


Bible. It is the Book of Life and it is the Book 
for life. And how is that need emphasized when 
we reckon with such facts as Dr. William S. Sad- 
ler reveals in his book, “The Mind at Mischief.” 
And what are those ‘facts’? Says Dr. Sadler, 
“Most persons have been struggling blindly to 
adjust themselves to life, to understand and to 
learn how to manage life and themselves.” How 
have these people been succeeding? Dr. Sadler 
answers: “In our ignorance, weakness, blindness, 
helplessness or misfortune and driven on by ur- 
gent wishes, anxieties and fears—panic stricken 
like a man grasping at a straw—we seize upon 
harmful, false or foolish ways out of our difficul- 
ties; upon methods that cause us to flee from 
reality and do not help us to solve our life’s prob- 
lems or even to meet them intelligently, squarely 
or manfully.” ; 

Is not that the tragedy of human life for a 
multitude today, that we are trying to run away 
from life at a time when it was never more im- 
perative to stand up to life with clear heads, stal- 
wart hearts, unfogged souls and the will to win? 
Is not this the indictment against many that 
they “lack essential insight into themselves?” 
Does not our folly lie in this that we are resort- 
ing to every sort of escape mechanism, which in 
the final reckoning offers no escape at all and 
are denying to ourselves the very means which 
can give a real deliverance? And is not this our 
sin that the Bible with all its values for the every- 
day life goes unread, ignored and unused. 

It is time we got God’s Word out of the moth- 
balls, that we recognized its basic value and that 
we applied it so as to get some hope into human 
hearts, some sense into human heads, some sun- 
shine into human souls and some transfiguring 
and transforming love into human life. That’s 
what the Bible is for. It needs to be preached in 
all its inherent authority and lived in all its 
glorious assurance and redemptive purpose. 


KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
Joseph Clark, D.D. 


The birthday of Our Lord draws near; 
The “Day-of-Days” of all the year; 
A day of hope and joy and cheer. 

Keep Jesus Christ in Christmas! 


Let not old Santa crowd Him out, 
With whiskers gray and body stout. 
He helps the world forget about 

The loving Christ at Christmas. 


The day is Christ’s by right divine, 

A day no myth should undermine, 

A day when thoughts and deeds sublime 
Should keep the Christ in Christmas. 


When every message, every gift, 

Should in some joyous way uplift 

One’s every thought, and make them drift 
To Bethlehem at Christmas. 


Beyond all else this day should be 

A day of holiest memory, 

When all the world should joyfully 
See Christ, its Lord, in Christmas. 


Give other things a minor place, 
But tell to man in every race 
The story, on this day of grace, 

Of Christ, his Lord, on Christmas. 
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‘Books for sx3 2 
sz see Christmas 


THE REDISCOVERY OF MAN 
By Henry C. Link 


An outstanding personal guide to happy 
modern living. This is not only a book about 
personality in the narrow sense of the word, 
but about personality as the key to the 
many larger problems which are troubling 
people today. “Shows the importance of 
personality at the heart of Christianity... 
Sound ... brilliant ...A piece of tonic read- 
ing.”"—The New York Times. $1.75 


THE BOND OF HONOUR 
By Burton Scott Easton 
and Howard Chandler Robbins 


A marriage handbook answering many per- 
plexing problems of the young couple about 
to be married. Explains the full significance 
of the marriage ceremony, gives three serv- 
ices in full and a marriage certificate. In- 
dispensable for the minister and every 
bride and groom. $1.50 


THE GRAPHIC BIBLE 


By Lewis Browne 


An unusually vivid presentation of the Old 
and New Testament story. Nearly 100 ani- 
mated maps breathe new life and real 
meaning into Bible incidents from Genesis 
to Revelation. $1.00 


THE WORLD’S GREAT 
RELIGIOUS POETRY 
By Caroline M. Hill 


This noted anthology of religious verse con- 
tains nearly 800 pages of poems from a wide 
range of ancient and modern literature. 
Beautifully bound and jacketed, this is an 
exceptional Christmas gift for minister and 
layman alike. 


THE SECOND WORLD 
CONFERENCE ON FAITH 
AND ORDER 


Edited by Leonard Hodgson 


A complete record of the Edinburgh Con- 
ference of 1937. The Report of the Con- 


ference is printed in full, including an ac- ~ 


count of the assembling, opening addresses, 
rules of procedure, etc. Invaluable for the 
student, minister and layman interested in 
Christian unity. $2.50 


At all bookstores or from 


MACMILLAN 


60 Fifth Ave. New York 
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Psychology Serving Religion 
A Practical Guide for Life Adjustments 


By RICHARD D. HOLLINGTON 


@ This book, derived from the most authentic and 


authoritative sources in the fields of psychology 
and religion, offers an entirely new light on re- 
ligion as life lived at its highest and best. 

Net, $2.00 


A Religion For Democracy 


By RUSSELL HENRY STAFFORD 


@ An illuminating study of democracy as a philoso- 


phy of the nature of man and society, and of the 
interactions of this social truth with Christian ex- 
perience and the convictions which should form- 
ulate it in our time. Net, $2.00 


Jesus and His Church 


By R. NEWTON FLEW 


@ “Dr. Flew says Christian people on the whole have 


little understanding either of the place of the 
Ecclesia in the Christian revelation or of its ecu- 
menical nature. “The first task is to break down the 
widespread doubt whether there is room for the 
idea of the Ecclesia in the teaching of our Lord.’ 
After reading this devout, scholarly study that 
doubt will be removed.”—R. Birch Hoyle, in The 
British Weekly. Net, $2.00 


Broadcasting and The Public 


A Case Study in Social Ethics 


HM “The first thoroughgoing analysis in the public 


interest ever made of radio broadcasting. Though 
made by the Federal Council of Churches through 
its Department of Research and Education, it is 
not restricted to a study of religious broadcasting 
or to the concern of religion as such in the effects 
of radio. It is a competent, fearless and remark- 
ably fair and objective study of the radio industry 
and of the means now in use for its social control.” 
—Arthur L. Swift, Jr. Net, $1.50 


At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 


BOSTON PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
DETROIT KANSAS CITY PORTLAND, ORE. 
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The World Needs Prayers 

Station “WGAR,” Cleveland, plans 
to close each day’s broadcast with prayer, 
according to Elmore Bacon, News re- 
porter. 

Catholic, Protestant and Jewish relig- 
ious leaders in Cleveland will do the 
praying. By transcription. 

Not that WGAR needs the solace of 

prayer any more than any other radio 
station. Or any less. But Manager John 
Patt, in determining upon a distinctive 
ending for the day’s etherings, says he 
feels the world needs prayer, even if it is 
at 1 o’clock in the morning. And so the 
world—that part of it at least, that 
WGAR covers, gets prayers, starting at 
1a.m. November 7. And every morning at 
that time thereafter. 
Each week clergymen of the different 
faiths will call at WGAR studios and 
make prayer transcriptions. Wayne 
Mack, who signs off the station each 
night, will identify the clergyman before 
airing each particular transcription. 


Tae 


Auburn Seminary 
Will Close Doors 

Auburn Theological Seminary, an in- 
stitution which for 120 years has prepared 
men for the ministry in the Presbyterian 
Church, will close its doors at the conclu- 
sion of the academic years next May. 

Financial difficulties are the explana- 
tion of the hard but necessary resolution 
taken last week by directors of the insti- 
tution. An abortive effort was made two 
years ago to raise $500,000 to move the 
seminary to the campus of the Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School, and this fail- 
ure, combined with the fact that the 
school has found it increasingly hard in 
recent years to attract reasonable num- 
bers of properly qualified students, has 
made immediate discontinuance impera- 
tive. 

Negotiations will be opened with Union 
_ Theological Seminary of New York City 
looking to a relationship, it was an- 
nounced by the directors. 

Many of Auburn’s graduates have 
achieved high places in the Christian 
ministry as pastors, teachers and mis- 
sionaries. Several leading Presbyterian 
ministers of Cleveland have been in- 
cluded on the list, and Cleveland 
churches have benefited by the frequent 
occasions on which members of the 
Auburn faculty have been guest preach- 
ers here. The passing of the school will 
leave a great gap in the ranks of Protes- 
tant theological seminaries—Walter W. 
Rankin, Daily News. 


Church Needs Tribulation 

“Methodist Bishop says Church needs 
Breakup and New Start,” is a blackface- 
type Associated Press headline from At- 
lantic City. 

The article says:—“The world would be 
better off,” says Bishop Charles Wesley 
Flint of Atlanta, “if a hurricane or earth- 
quake could destroy all our churches once 
a century.” 

“It would be a good thing to break up 
all the organizations in the local church 
—with the possible exception of the 
Ladies Aid—and start from scratch,” he 
told the Methodist Episcopal Board of 
Bishops last night. 

“Religious denominations, political 
parties and governments all get harden- 
ing of the arteries. A great idea strikes a 
man and he gathers a group about him. 
They organize an institution,” he ex- 
plained. 

“For a while, the idea becomes a great 
cause to which men dedicate their lives. 
Then the people work the organization 
for the sake of the idea. In the next stage 
they work the organization for the sake of 
the organization. And, in the last stages 
of degeneration, the organization works 
the people for its own sake.” 

The board reported that during the 
past year the church had gained 181,297 
new members, an increase of a little less 
than one per cent. 
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RALLYING HYMN FOR THE CHURCH 
Alexander Louis Fraser 

Lord, Thy power knows no declining, 
Thus, Thy many works declare; 

Sun, moon, stars still keep their shining, 
There is order everywhere. 

There are sacraments that tell us 
With Thy help we can prevail; 

But alone, though e’er so zealous, 
We are weak and sure to fail. 


Human need is all about us— 
Loads to lift, and tears to dry; 
Evil forces seem to flout us, 
And our ranks stand helpless by. 
Lord, to us the world is calling— 
Bidding us to right its wrong; 
For around it now are falling 
Citadels it trusted long. 


Holy Spirit, so inspire us, 
That our hearts may flame anew, 
That each one may be desirous 
Something now worthwhile to do. 
From our lethargy awake us, 
Link us to a great crusade; 
In Thy service do Thou make us 
Happy, strong and unafraid. 
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Your chotce 
a WICKS 
- shows 


excellent 
judgment 


Above, a small 
WICKS with eccle- 
siastical design and 
charming detail. 


Left, the impres- 
sive WICKS in- 
stallation in P. E. 
Church of the Re- 
deemer, Pittsburgh, 


P. I ia. 
Magnificent interior of St. John pL NS toa 


the Divine Lutheran Church, 
Chicago, Ill., with its fine two- 
manual WICKS. 


When you decide 
on the purchase of 
a WICKS organ, 
you are guaran- 
teed the following 
— superb tonal 
beauty, unmatched 
Direct-Electric 
Action, extremely 
low upkeep, exqui- 
site case design, 
and general sat- 
isfaction of per- 
formance. 
So—when choos- 
ing a WICKS, you 
choose wisely . 


Diminutive, compact WICKS from %895— 
Magnificent, massive WICKS up to $50,000 


WICK 3 
ORGANS 


WICKS ORGAN COMPANY + HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS ° DEPT. E 
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HAT brings 
God closer 
than a favorite 
hymn sung softly 
alone or poured 
forth by a vast 

congregation? 


A Complete Service Book 


Because music is the handmaid of religion, 
only the best of hymnbooks is worthy of your 
choice. Select THE SERVICE HYMNAL 
confidently because it satisfies every human 
mood... every spiritual need. Thousands of 
ministers bear testimony to its musical rich- 
ness and spiritual power. In quality it is un- 
surpassed and the cost is surprisingly low. 


Before You Buy—lInvestigate 


Send for returnable sample and see for 
yourself how completely THE SERVICE 
HYMNAL meets every worship need. 480 
pages, 501 musical numbers, 65 responsive 
readings; fully orchestrated. Covers lacquered 
for longer, brighter wear. Price per 100, not 
prepaid, $60. 


Devotional Hymns 


A smaller all-purpose book 
for church and church 
school. 288 pages, 310 hymns, _ 
34 responsive readings. 
Orchestrated. Price per 100, 
cloth, $40. Heavy bristol cov- 
ers, per 100, $25. Prices not 
prepaid. 


MAIL COUPON 


For returnable samples and 
Free hymnbook “Finance 
Plans” folder. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1892 


only the best in song fe CoM PANY 


5701-T West Lake St. 


Please send FREE folder of “Finance Plans’ and 
returnable samples of books checked. 


Chicago, Illinois 


[ey The Service Hymnal ia Devotional Hymns 
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|. J. SWANSON 


THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH AND THE WORLD OF 
NATIONS 
Willett, Clark, 315 pp. $2.00. 


The Demoniac Influence of National Sovereignty, by 
the Marquess of Lothian; The Ethical Presupposi- 
tions of a World Order by Sir Alfred Zimmern; The 
Material Foundations of an International Order, by 
O. H. von der Gablentz; Some Observations Upon the 
Christian Understanding of International Law, by 
Max Huber; The Problem of Peace in a Dynamic 
World, by John Foster Dulles. The Tragedy of War 
and the Hope of Peace, by V. A. Demant; The Church 
of Christ and the International Order, by Wilhelm 
Menn; War and Christian Peacemaking, by Otto 
Piper; and the Religious Basis of Pacifism, by Charles 
E. Raven. 

The Marquess of Lothian raises the question, Is 
nationality a beneficient or a demoniac force, or one 
whose character depends on the group which expe- 
riences it? Are nationality and the culture associated 
with it evidence of the richness of the Creative Mind, 
and therefore good? Or are they the source of friction, 
of pride, egotism and war? 

Certainly national sovereignty is almost universally 
accepted as the basis of the present world order; and 
it is undeniable that that order inevitably leads to 
war. What, then, should be the church’s stand? Should 
she forbid her members to bear arms, or should—and 
can she—distinguish between just and unjust wars. 
The men who here answer these questions are theol- 
ogians and Christian laymen who have had first-hand 
experience of international politics and economics. 

In this volume, as in the other official Oxford Con- 
ference books, we have the ablest and keenest Protes- 
tant thought of to-day. Every minister should read 
critically these books. If he should differ from them, 
he will be able, at least, to tell why he disagrees with 
such writers. Even if you pinch yourself to buy these 
books, you will profit greatly intellectually and spir- 


itually. 
paz 


GREAT SERMONS ON WORLD PEACE 
By J. Gilchrist Lawson, Round Table Press, 200 pp. 
$2.00. 


This volume is peculiarly apt for this day. 

Dr. Ernest Fremont Tittle of Evanston, the coura- 
geous and spiritually minded preacher titles his ad- 
dress, ‘‘Mars or Christ.’ He regretfully acknowledges 
that many still worship Mars, the god of war, as 
shown in a United States Major’s statement when he 
says, “Force is the ultimate sanction in the world.” 
Preparedness is supported. War opposers are mal- 
treated in colleges. War always brutalizes. Christ who 
leads to self-sacrifice alone can deliver us. World 
cruelties such as witch burning punishment without 
trial have been abolished and that of war can be 
similarly driven out. 

Bishop McConnell with his usual lucidity develops 
the theme “The Churches and the War Problem.” Only 
in the World War were there any noticeable Christians 
who stood out as conscientious objectors; the church 
quite generally supported even that war. Ministers 
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really believed that it was a war to end war. Disap- 
pointment at results and the evident degeneration 
from war has led leading denominations to speak out 
positively in opposition. Many, are pledging them- 
selves to refuse to serve in any war and the move- 
ment is growing. The church is recognizing the duty 
of social expression. Self defense which some say 
would lead them into war, is hard to interpret. Church 
appointed chaplains sustained by the government 
should be abolished. Convictions which will keep 
many out of any war were never so deep rooted. 

The Rev. Edgar DeWitt Jones, D.D., The President 
of the Federal Council of Churches, captions his ad- 
dress ‘“‘The Dogs of War,” using the scripture in Phil. 
3:2, “Beware of the dogs.’’ Bible references to dogs 
are contemptuous; they are ‘‘a scavenger, slinking, 
treacherous.’ He regrets being drawn into the World 
War. He approves Shilot’s phrase “Christ has been 
made the parasite of Nationalism.’’ Watch the dog of 
narrow ‘nationalism.’ “Beware of the yelping curs 
of lying propaganda.” He recites an incident of his 
eight year old daughter and 10 year old son demand- 
ing a small German flag in his possession which they 
tore and burned. “Beware of the ruthless blood- 
hounds of racial antagonism.’’ War extravagance is 
equally contagious. The destruction of talented folk is 
criminal, 

Dr. Louis L. Mann, distinguished rabbi of Chicago, 
follows with “The Truth About War.” The best way to 
solve the problem of war is to tell the truth about it. 
War never shows who is right but who is strong. In 
the United States, 75c of every dollar given in revenue 
has been spent for war. “‘War is a moratorium on mo- 
rality.” In war, science becomes instead of the helper, 
the destroyer of man. ‘Religion should everywhere 
boycott war.” 

The remarkable woman preacher, Rev. Agnes 
Maude Royden adds, ‘Justice the Price of Peace.’ 
Great Britain regards war with nothing but horror. 
Undernourished older men and young people out of 
work call for another war thinking it will solve their 
problems. Nations are irritated by injustice and 
hence will never settle down with peace. Treaty in- 
justices should be rectified. We must sacrifice to re- 
store justice locally and nationally. 

Rev. J. Fort Newton, D. D., the pre-eminent 
preacher, uses the title “Where is Christmas?’ How 
can we connote the plans for destruction with the 
message of Christmas? Threatening war clouds should 
not discourage us for men have long been taught to 
“fight” but are still novices in building peace. While 
some of us cannot agree that we will take no part in 
war, yet we should respect those who do. We must 
search for the cause of the interest which causes war. 
Two of the 60 nations who signed the peace pact have 
broken it. Peace cannot be insured until nations like 
men keep their promises. Only a spiritual rebirth can 
solve our problems and bring in peace. 

The last “address” recorded is by the versatile Edi- 
tor of the Christian Advocate, Rev. Harold Paul 
Sloan, D.D. His title is ‘“Let us Have Peace.” War is 
proven out of control when it destroys innocent wo- 
men and children. The past has seen many peace 

(Continued on page 588) 
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Peel erich. deep-throated 

tone of precision-tuned tubu- 
lar bells ... fully automatic operation 
..all at a cost» within easy reach 
of your congregation. Any number 
of bells from two to five. . Hour 
stroke available as optional equip- 
MCHC nie perrect- Memorial 
.. Write for particulars. 


J.C. DEAGAN, Inc. veacan'Biac. CHICAGO 


THIS IS FRIENDSHIP 


I love you, not only for what you are, but for 
what I am with you. 

I love you not only for what you have made 
of yourself, but for what you are making of me. 

I love you for the part of me that you bring 
out. 

I love you for putting your hand into my 
heaped-up heart and passing over the frivolous 
and weak things that you cannot help seeing 
there, and drawing out into the light all the beau- 
tiful, radiant things that no one else has looked 
quite deep enough to find. 

I love you for ignoring the possibilities of the 
fool in me and for laying firm hold of the possi- 
bilities of good in me. 

I love you for closing your eyes to the discords 
in me, and for adding to the music in me by wor- 
shipful listening. 

I love you because you are helping me to make 
of the lumber of my life, not a tavern, but a 
temple, and of the words of my every day, not a 
reproach, but a song. 

I love you because you have done more than 
any creed could have done to make me happy. 

You have done it without a touch, without a 
word, without a sign. You have done it by just 
being yourself. 

After all, perhaps this is what being a friend 
means.—Selected. 
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WH{ READS .... | 

‘“‘PROPHECY”’ . 
This monthly organ of AMERICAN 
PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. (Edited by 
Keith L. Brooks) is read around the 
world by thousands of Pre-millennial 
ministers, teachers, missionaries. You'll 
not hesitate to subscribe when you see 
our folder carrying hearty endorse- 
ments of the most prominent Funda- 
mentalists of America. Request it by 
postal. 

This compact handbook of world 
events and prophecy has for 10 years 
held the confidence of careful pro- 
phetic teachers because it shuns ex- 
treme interpretations and crackpot 
theories of the world’s ills. Its news re- 
ports are dependable. It sticks by Bible 
statements. i 

Send this ad with your $1.00 for a 
year and receive a most helpful little 
book by Mr. Brooks—‘HEAVEN AT 
HOME.” You'll be inspired. (Trial sub. 
special, 4 mo. for 25c) 

You should also join the League ($1 
yearly fee) and receive important 
monthly releases containing informa- 
tion not found elsewhere. Membership 
and magazine $2. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
4747-4751 Townsend Ave., Los Angeles 
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movements that have failed. To declare that a Chris- 
tian man can never take part in a war is to speak 
superficially. It is a monastic attitude of forsaking 
mankind to preserve an ideal. War recognizes man’s 
imperfect state. Some things are more awful than war. 
Suppose some coarse group should organize to pillage 
and destroy, should I sit by in idleness. But we must 
do everything to destroy war. Admiral Byrd’s “No 
Foreign War’? movement has much promise in it. We 
must have either a League of nations or its equiva- 
lent. 

The book presents both sides of the ‘‘War resisters” 
attitude and is rich with stimulating truth—Every 
author has something new to offer; no two cover the 
same ground. It is worthy a place in every clergyman’s 


library. 
TRA 


FROM U-BOAT TO PULPIT 
By Martin Niemoller. The autobiography of Hitler’s 
most famous prisoner, with a supplement From 

Pulpit to Prison by Henry Smith Leiper. Willett, 

Clark. 223 pp. $2.00. 

Martin Niemoller was removed from his pulpit by 
the Nazi authorities, and imprisoned. Why? because 
Niemoller stood fast for faith in Jesus Christ and be- 
lief in the historic creeds or confessions of the church 
rather than in “race, blood and soil.”” Niemoller is the 
leader for Christ and the Church, together with a 
great host. Niemoller is imprisoned because he chooses 
to obey God rather than the State. Niemoller has be- 
come a second Luther. Who is going to win? Niemoller 
or Hitler? Read this thrilling book and you will de- 
cide for yourself! 

THE COMFORTER 
By W. E. Denham, Revell, 124 pp. $1.25. 

In a series of lectures given in the summer of 1934 
at the Southern Baptist Assembly Grounds at Ridge- 
crest, North Carolina on The Holy Spirit, the pastor of 
the Euclid Avenue Baptist church of St. Louis sets 
forth simply and clearly the main teachings of the 
New Testament concerning the Third Person in the 
Godhead. While the volume is named, “The Com- 
forter, the author does not emphasize this portion of 
the Spirit’s work more than any other. It is readable, 
censervative in tone, but with no abruptness of state- 
ment that would offend any reader who disagrees. Its 
reading and study will give a full appreciation of The 


Holy Spirit, and deepen the consecration of all who 
take its implications seriously. 


SS 


PAYING THE CHURCH DEBT 
By W. E. Peffley. Evangelical Publishing House. 42 pp. 

$ .30. 

In this little booklet is the story of how a congre- 
gation sensed its need of a more adequate plant to 
house its expanding program, and how it went about 
it in a spiritual numerical and financial way to meet 
that need. The need was met, and the narrative is 
thrilling. While other churches may not follow the 
plan in detail, the story of its success will hearten 
any group similarly situated. 


Tea 


FOUNDATION OF HAPPINESS IN MARRIAGE 

By Leland Foster Wood. Roger Williams Press, 93 pp. 
Price not stated. Boxed. 
This beautiful little book by the secretary of the 


Committee on Marriage and the Home of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, is in- 
tended to be given by ministers to couples presenting 
themselves for marriage. With it is a marriage cer- 
ficate. The five chapters have for their themes, Un- 
derstanding the Marriage Venture, Some Open Se- 
crets of Success, The Sex Relationship in Marriage, 
Parenthood, and Finding the Spiritual Meaning of 
Family Life. It is the simplest, clearest, most compre- 
hensive and at the same time the most spiritual 
treatment I have seen of the themes discussed. 


ES 


PETER AND HIS LORD 
By Clarence E. Macartney. Cokesbury. 247 pp. $1.75 
The sound and solid expository methods of the 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh 
are clearly revealed in these twenty-one sermons on 
the life of Peter. In the heart of a great city in a great 
church that is filled to capacity twice every Sunday 
Dr. Macartney preaches the Bible. His sermons are shot 
through with Scripture practically applied. He uses 
many telling illustrations from the Bible and con- 
temporary life—W. T. P. 


PR 


THE BOND OF HONOUR: A Marriage Handbook. 
By Burton Scott Easton and Howard Chandler Rob- 
bins. Macmillan. 112 pp. $1.50. 

“This book has come from the laboratory of the 
classroom.’”’ The material is the cream of a series of 
conferences held with the Senior groups at General 
Theological Seminary in New York City. Its aim is to 
provide instruction and information pertinent to 
preparing the prospective bride and groom for the 
Marriage Service and the wedded life. 

The book discusses in Part I, “The Essential Prin- 
ciple of Marriage” and ‘‘The History of the Service,”’ 
and in Part II deals with the “Preliminaries,” ‘‘The 
Betrothal,” “The Marriage’ and ‘The Benediction,” 
the authors defining, explaining and interpreting the 
significance of the words, phrases and prayers in each 
of these several items of the Marriage Service. A 
beautiful chapter on “The Bond of Honour” concludes 
this section. Part III adds to the utility of the book 
providing, as it does, three Marriage Services—the 
Lutheran, Presbyterian and Protestant Episcopal. 
There is a brief word, also, about “other marriage 
services.” 

One attractive feature is an “Introduction by Dr. 
George A. Buttrick’’ who points out that ‘Ministers 
of every faith will find treasure” in this volume and 
that its contents are ‘neither prudish nor ‘pious’ ” 
but “realistic in the best sense of a much abused 
word.” Another feature is the inclusion of a Marriage 
certificate which makes the book a suitable gift to 
those united in marriage. A Bibliography list many 
worthwhile books pertaining to married life. 

Adorned with a purple and gold jacket, it is bound 
in a rough cover of deep blue embossed with title in 
gold and graced by a magnificent cross, also in gold. 
The book is altogether lovely and cannot be recom- 
mended too highly.—H. W. S. 


BR 
PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES ON THE INTER- 
NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS—1939 
By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D., 447 pp. Wilde Co. 

Any book issued annually for sixty-five years must 
have considerable merit. To do the book justice in 
all respects is impossible. The word ‘indispensable’ 
here applies with truth and vigor. 
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FOR THE SCHOLAR AT CHRISTMAS 


A DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 
By John D. Davis 


“The best Bible dictionary on the market'’ are the words frequently used to 
describe this comprehensive Bible dictionary. Its 856 pages contain 6,000 
articles, 229 illustrations, and colored maps. The articles cover the contents 
of the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments in both the King 
James and the Revised Versions together with the First Book of the Maccabees 
in the Revised Version. Meanings and pronunciations of proper names, genea- 
logical descriptions of persons, and locations of places add to the value of the 
book. Cloth, $3.00. Half leather, $4.00. Full morocco, $7.50. 


COMMENTARIES ON 
NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS 
By Charles R. Erdman 


All the books of the New Testament are included in the 
17 volumes of this series. Handy in size, well-bound, and 
clearly printed, these books are for home, study, and 
school. Unexcelled for individual reading, clear exposition, 
practical comments, and spiritual lessons distinguish every 
volume. $1.00 each; set of 17, boxed, $15.00. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA . . . . Witherspoon Building 
NEW YORK... . .. . . 156 Fifth Avenue ——— 
PITTSBURGH ... . . . . Granite Building 


CHICAGO .. . . . 8 South Dearborn Street 
SAN FRANCISCO. . . 234 McAllister Street 


aoc and 
CHOIR 


COTRELL and LEONARD 
Bee eo2 Inc. 1935 


485 Broadway Albany, N. Y. 


America’s Oldest and Largest Manufacturer 


EXTRA SATISFACTION 
IN A HOLMAN BIBLE 


In Philadelphia, where A. J. Holman Co. has been publish- 
ing Bibles for 86 years, the first American Bible was print- 
ed. Holman annually publishes more Bibles than any other 
house privately owned. Holman Bibles are noted for the 
unique supplements, pictures, and geographical explana- 
tions. Authorized King James Version. Scores of sizes and 
styles, for general use in the home and church. Holman 
Bibles are respected for durability, legibility and finish. 


Send for 44-page 


neat Publishers of the Famous Chas. Foster’s Books 
z Story of the Gospel $1.00 First Steps For Little Feet $1.00 
Story of the Bible $2.00 Bunyan’s Pilgrim Progress $1.00 
A. J. Holman Co. Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us $1.50 


Philadelphia, Pa. These prices are postpaid direct to you 
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The Sunday School lessons for 1939, with which this 
book deals, provide four courses of three months each. 
The First Quarter deals with the Life and Works of 
Peter; the Second, with the Life and Letters of Paul; 
the Third, with Messages from Israel’s Leaders: Solo- 
mon to Isaiah; the Fourth, with The Kingdom of 
Heaven; Studies in Matthew. The lessons of the 
Fourth Quarter constitute the first half of a six 
month’s course. z 

The method and procedure employed throughout 
the book, follows a uniform scheme. There is a sug- 
gested aim or emphasis for younger and older classes; 
the lesson in its setting as to Time and Place; the 
Subject and Plan of the lesson; the Teacher’s Library, 
which provides information to helpful references on 
the lesson; a verse by verse interpretation of the text; 
quotations from the great scholars of the Bible and 
the application of the lesson to life. 

Two full-page, colored maps adorn the threshold of 
the book—one a map of The Kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah and the other a map of Palestine in the Time 
of Christ. Four full-page, colored pictures accompany 
each of the four Quarters—‘‘Jesus Preaches from a 
Boat”? by H. Hofmann; ‘‘The Good Shepherd” by B. 
Plockhorst; ‘“‘The Holy Family” by B. Plockhorst; 
“Christmas Chimes” by E. H. Blashfield. There are 
many smaller Biblical pictures from photographs and 
old prints, sketches and descriptive maps. 

Those who wish to make a fuller study of the lesson 
material will find much help in the Bibliography. 
There is a page listing suitable pictures to be used 
with each lesson. An alphabetically arranged Index 
concludes the volume. 

While the book is designed primarily for the aid 
of Sunday School teachers, it is very much worthwhile 
in any home. Pastors will find both Theme and Out- 
line at hand in the ‘Subjects’ set forth and in the 
divisions and subdivisions under the ‘Plan of the 
Lessons.’”’ Sermonic material of high order and in 
great profusion is here for the Minister who owns 


this book.—H. W. S. 
Py 


THE FAITH WE LIVE BY 
By Earl L. Douglass. Cokesbury. 190 pp. $1.50. 

This book by Dr. Douglass is a clear, convincing 
statement of the Apostles’ Creed, together with a his- 
tory of its formulation and an emphasis upon those 
imperishable truths which are enunciated by the 
Creed. Dr. Douglass clearly shows the importance of 
an emphasis today upon these unchanging and uni- 
versal truths. 

He makes clear that the church is in dire need of 
an emphasis upon these rock-ribbed, eternal things 
which form the foundation of our faith and give 
strength and body to it. Here is doctrinal preaching 
made fascinatingly interesting and vitally alive. Dr. 
Douglass has done a great piece of work in these 
twelve chapters.—H. F. B. 


BRR 
THE MAN THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 
By Frederick B. Fisher. Cokesbury. 208 pp. $2.00. 

Dr. Fisher brings through this book to his readers 
surprise, pleasure, shock, satisfaction, and the stimu- 
lation of new thought. The reader will lay the book 
down with a fresh underStanding of Jesus and of His 
tremendous impact upon the world. Dr. Fisher has 
traveled nine times around the world. His presenta- 
tion of religious and secular history side by side reads 
like a drama; and in it all Jesus stands forth as the 
central character, the ethical fulfillment of the hopes 
of the world. Every Christian worker should read this 


book. He will find stimulation in it. His faith will be 
strengthened, and his equipment for service will be 
greatly enlarged. He believes, interestingly enough, 
that the missionary movement of Christianity has 
been crippled by the mistake of binding the Jewish 
Old Testament with the Christian Gospel. This may 
be a debatable point, and all of his readers will not 
agree with him here. They cannot escape, however, the 
dynamic and challenge of the book itself and will lay 
it down with a new appreciation of the power and 
drive of the Christian religion as it centers in Jesus 


Christ.—H. F. B. 
Beg 


RECOVERIES IN RELIGION 
By Ralph W. Sockman. Cokesbury. 284 pp. $2.00. 

The minister of Christ Church (Methodist), New 
York City, has given us another encouraging and 
uplifting book. The pastor who reads and digests 
this volume will turn again to his work with new 
heart and zeal. The chapter titles indicate the trend: 
“The Recovery of Authority;—of Balance;—of Radi- 
ance; —of Power; —of Preaching.” The divisions of 
“The Recovery of preaching” are timely; “From sen- 
timentalism to Realism. From a Professional Sales- 
manship to a Divine Calling. From Propaganda to 


Prophecy.’’—W. T. P. 


ENGLAND: BEFORE AND AFTER WESLEY ~- 
By J. Wesley Bready. Harpers. 463 pp. $3.50. 

The theme of this English author might be stated 
in words from the preface: ““The democratic and cul- 
tural heritage of the modern English-speaking world 
is much more a spiritual than a political or an eco- 
nomic achievement.’’ He shows us an England in the 
depths of a political, economic and moral cesspool al- 
most beyond belief, but fully authenticated. He then 
traces the recovery that began with Wesley’s prede- 
cessors and flowered in the work of that flaming 
prophet. The part played by laymen, the class leaders, 
is worthy of the thoughtful study of all pastors trou- 
bled by parish administration. All who seek to know 
Wesley and his time, and all who seek a way of re- 
covery for our present day should read this book.— 


W. T. P. 
TDR 


THIS GREAT BUSINESS OF BEING CHRISTIAN 
By Edgar DeWitt Jones. Harpers. 113 pp. $1.25. 

Dr. Jones is minister of the Central Woodward Chris- 
tian Church, Detroit, and a past-president of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America. 
There are five chapters, the first giving the title to 
the book. All the chapters are helpful and suggestive. 
However, there seems an unnecessary amount of pad- 
ding. In “The Grand Adventure of Preaching’ there 
is half a page of titles of volumes on Preaching; almost 
two pages of one-sentence eulogies of Spurgeon; and 
five pages (small type) of a sermon by Dr. Jones on 
“Lindberghs Leaving America.” In “‘The Eternal Quest 
for God” the page of contents of another book occu- 
pies more than a page.—wW. T. P. 


BRA 
DOORWAYS TO DEVOTION 
By Gladys C. Murrell. Abingdon. 138 pp. $1.00. 

Mrs. Murrell is a minister’s wife, active in all phases 
of the church’s life. Her book contains a large num- 
ber of suggested and suggestive services of worship 
for women’s meetings. The busy pastor who is being 
continually asked for aid in building such services 
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Through Lands 
of 


The Bible 


By H.V. Morton 


Author of 
In the Steps of the Master, 
In the Steps of St. Paul, etc. 


In this long awaited book, the 
“greatest living travel writer” 
takes you with him on a mem- 
orable journey through the 
lands of the Bible. With him 
you will watch the sunset on 
the broad Euphrates, smell the 
fragrance of spring in the Sinai 
mountains, hear the joyous din 
of the Egyptian market place, 
re-live in vivid retrospect the 
unforgettable events of the 
Bible in their modern settings, 
all the way from Babylon 
through the Holy Land and 
Egypt to Rome on EasterSunday. 


Many beautiful pictures. $3.00 
DODD, MEAD & CO., 449-4th Ave., N. Y. 
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Plan Now for Christmas... 


A large sample packet of attractively printed 
Christmas supplies is awaiting you! 

It contains an unusually fine assortment ot 
pastors’ personal greeting cards, Christmas 
announcement folders and bulletins, collection 
envelopes, pastors’ Christmas gift calendars 
for 1939 and many other printed aids for the 
Christmas season. 

Write today for your sample packet. It's free 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING COMPANY 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Perhaps we can save you money on your next 
printing order. May we quote you? 


Our FREE CATALOG Saves 


Our Missionary Unit 
Serves Foreign Missionaries 


FOREIGN MISSIONARIES everywhere for over 50 
years have had confidence in Wards Missionary Unit 
as the most economical source for personal supplies and 
mission equipment of high quality. 

SECRETARIES and PURCHASING AGENTS of 
Foreign Missions find that our free catalog, with its 
100,000 separate items, and our special quantity prices 
enable them to save money for their stations. 
MISSION BOARDS can economize by selecting hard- 
ware, paints, plumbing goods, electrical supplies and 
similar materials from our catalog, for shipment abroad. 
If you wish a Montgomery Ward catalog, for export 
use only, write TODAY for a free copy. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 


DEPT. Y, EXPORT MISSIONARY UNIT 
CHICAGO, U. S. A. 


No Matter Where you Live, Our 
Parish Paper Service Will Solve 
Your ‘‘Empty Pew’’ Problem 


ISTANCE is no obstacle. Churches from 

Maine to California, Texas to Northern 

Canada, Alaska, Australia and Bermuda are 
now effectively using our service. 

A Parish Paper will advertise your church, 
increase attendance and collections, conserve 
time, increase prestige, enthuse members and 
auxiliaries. Cost you nothing if our service 
is used. In fact, many ministers make from 
$25 to $100 per month from Parish Paper 
work. 

Weekly papers shipped within 24 hours. 
four and eight-page monthly papers within 
48 hours. 


THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Send me free of charge full particulars and 
samples. 


Exp. & H. R.: Dec. 
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will find this most helpful. Each chapter contains an 
opening sentence, Scripture, hymns. meditation (very 
brief), and prayer.—W. T. P. 


ae 
BY FAITH 


By Dwight J. Bradley. Abingdon. 153 pp. $1.00. 

Dr. Bradley has been pastor and professor and is 
now Director of the Congregational Christian Council 
for Social Action. The sub-title of the volume is “A 
Book Of Modern Devotion.’’ In ten chapters he deals 
with the characters of the eleventh chapter of He- 
brews. The studies are fresh, invigorating and inspir- 
ing. Not in a long time has the reviewer been so helped 
in his own spirit of devotion. A book to read and re- 
read and carry to one’s people.—W. T. P. 


Pa 
THE HORIZONS OF STEWARDSHIP 
By H. C. Weber, D.D. Revell. $1.25. 

Dr. Weber is President of the United Stewardship 
Council of the United States and Canada. Few men 
are as well equipped to write on this important theme. 
He has given a quiet, yet bright and up-to-date pre- 
sentation of a vital subject in church life and ad- 
ministration. Pastors will find this little book most 
helpful when dealing with the grace of liberality. A 
much-needed book in this our day.—W. T. P. 


Book 
WHAT JESUS TAUGHT 
By Burton Scott Easton. Abingdon. $1.50. 

Dr. Easton occupies the New Testament chair in 
the General Theological Seminary, New York City. 
He is already known as the author and co-author of a 
number of books all striving to get to the reality 
behind the printed page of the New Testament. In 
this little book he has collected and arranged the 
sayings of Jesus in the Synoptics. The manner of ar- 
rangement is indicated as follows: Righteousness: I: 
The Way of Righteousness; 1. The Supreme Standard; 
2. Love of Neighbor; 3. Pride; 4. Anger; 5. Revenge; 
etc. II: The False Way of Righteousness; 1. Empty 
Ceremonialism; 2. Evasions; 3. Sabbath MHarshness; 
etc. III: Man’s Choice; 1. The Warning; 2. Responsi- 
bility; 3. Unceasing Effort; 4. Summary. In this way 
he deals also with The Father; The Mission; The Re- 
jection; and Conversion. The second part of the book 
is a commentary on the sayings, marked by directness 
and simplicity. There is much that is suggestive. Pas- 
tors can use the book to advantage in preaching.— 
W. LT. Py 


THE STORY SHOP 
By Mary C. Odell. Judson Press. 238 pp. $1.50. 

Here are 63 stories for children up to 12 years of 
age, written from a wide background of training and 
experience. The author has been successively kinder- 
gartner, public school teacher, editor of two story 
papers for children and mother. The stories are of 
many kinds and for numerous occasions. Every one 
who knows children understands that they are nearly 
always asking for ‘‘another story.’”’ This book is one 
of those treasuries from which good things may be 
taken. It is suitable for the use of grown people. It 
is also suitable for the use of children themselves. 
The language is easy, though not ‘“childish.’’ The 
stories read well and they can be told well. And the 
value of the book is enhanced by being illustrated, 
the pictures having been drawn by Edith May Cun- 
nings. A child always wants to “see the pictures, 
too.” What more need be said?—W. R..S. 


THIS IS OUR FAITH 

An Explanation of the Articles of Christian Faith as 
contained in the Apostles’ Creed 

By Bernard Heywood, Bishop Of Ely. Longmans. 

Green Co., 1938. 254 pp. $2.50. 

The Articles are explained, simply and definitely 
and are especially for the members of the Church 
of England. “Our Faith” includes Notes and Refer- 
ences, and Suggested Questions for Group Discussion, 
on the Trinity, The Holy Catholic Church, ‘Sheol, 
Hades and Hell,” and notes on the Doctrine of the 
Trinity and The Resurrection of the Body. 

This is a clear explanation of the Apostles’ Creed 
and justification of all its beliefs. 


Tam 


THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH 
By Charles M. Jacobs, Late-President of the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary of Philadelphia, by United 

Lutheran Pub. House. 114 pp. $1.00. 

These able and scholarly addresses on The Apostles’ 
Creed were delivered in the chapel of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, during 
the academic year 1936-1937. They deal with the 
personal religious values of the Apostles’ Creed. 
They are practical; will appeal to students par- 
ticularly; and to average Christians as a way of liv- 
ing rather than a creed. ‘‘The faith and hope and 
love it preaches and the demands it makes upon 
man’s moral nature are based upon one single truth, 
—God is the kind of God whom we have learned to 
know in Jesus Christ. 

Pk 
MIRACLES OF FAITH 
By John Maillard. Harpers. 127 pp. $1.25. 

These “miracles’ have been wrought at Milton 
Abbey, a home dedicated to healing through the 
practice of prayer, under the British Ministry of 
Health. Healing has created widespread interest 
throughout the world. It is wrought by faith in God. 
“Following in the steps of the Master, we are work- 
ing with a mighty faith and strong confidence,” says 
Mr. Maillard ‘‘for the healing of physical and nervous 
diseases to the glory of God.” Mr. Maillard strives to 
rehabilitate the physically and spiritually ill. Mr. 
Maillard affirms believers that “until the Church 
has recovered that faith in Christ which will enable 
it to do the more difficult thing (Arise and walk), it 
to do (to say “Thy sins be forgiven thee.”) Jesus has 
the power to save the sinner and to heal every sick- 
ness. Men have not that power, but God has,” says Mr. 
Maillard. 

“Milton Abbey is a House which love built. It 1s built 
out of the love-offerings of those who have had vital 
experience of the healing Christ in their own lives, 
and are anxious that others share their joy.’’ This is 
Mr. Maillard’s testimony as confirmed by a multitude. 


Hie 

THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 

By Vernon F. Storr, Sub-Dean of Westminster, Rector 
of St. Margaret’s. Harpers. 126 pp. $1.25. 

This book is simple, helpful, and of special value for 
young people. It is a plain and attractive commentary, 
both for adult and youth, as well as for personal and 
group use. Its style is informal and is straightforward. 
Contents: A Neglected Book, The New Book, The Old 
Testament, The New Testament, The Prophets, The 
Living God, The Byways Of The Bible, and Some 
Famous Stories—The Song of the Well, Numbers 


Page 592 


Expositor & Homiletic Review—December, 1938 


One Poon or vite 


As Occasion Demands 


B* the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings. 
Send for 32 page Catalogue No. 15 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
1841 Broadway New York City 
Offices in all principat cities 


The Josephinum Church Furniture Co. 


Dept. E, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


Nationally recognized by leading Clergymen 
and Architects as manufacturers of church furni- 
ture indicative of artistic excellence and su- 
perior quality. 

Our Pews, Woodcarvings, Altars, Pulpits, 
Lecterns, Wainscoting, etc., are designed and 


The Ideal Gift 
for a Minister! 


SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE BIBLE 


LOOSE-LEAF EDITION 


Printed with brevier black-faced type, on the new 
ULTRATHIN Oxford India paper, with 250 ruled 
pages for mss. notes. Has real morocco binding, grain- 
ed leather lining, round corners, red under gold edges. 
Page size, 634 x 9 inches. 


NO SOS 5X ioe bie ba lc enkies DLO. 
At all Booksellers or from the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue NEW YORK 


executed with a precision and deftness to be 
found only in the true artist and craftsman. 
Since 1884 


Write for designs relative to your 
particular requirements 


On 


BUILT — NOT_STUFFED. 


Ask for our New Low Prices 


OSTERMOOR & CO., INC. 


1 Park Ave., New York City or 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago 


G-12 SAVE Dec. 1938 
worTH 5C °m 
Save 20% on your next cali subscrip- 
tion on the following conditions: 


1. There must be 12 of me. 
2. Beginning any month in the year. 


3. Coupons must be for consecutive mos. 

4, Not good nor redeemable on combination 
offers. 

The Expositor is $3.00 a year. 12 of these 
coupons, sent in accordance with the above 
rules, will earn you 60c credit on your sub- 
scription. 


er eee eee 
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FREE ee — 1938 edition, Christmas 


music, containing two New Drainatic 
Pageant Service Programs, also descriptions 
of Pageants, Dramas, and Cantatas. 
NEW—CHRISTMAS HELPER No. 26— 
Only 25c. 133 recitations, drills, 6 songs, 2 
special features, “‘What the Clock Saw.’’— 
“Star Rays.” Not sent for examination. 
NEW—‘‘A CHRISTMAS SECRET’’—25c. 
Young folk’s cantata, sparkling music and 
dialogue. Send for examination copy. 
NEW—SPECIAL DRAMAS—25c. 
Contains a ‘‘White Gi mae and 2 others. 
Send for examination cop 
SPECIAL PACKET— Send %30c for all above 
(and more) value $1.00 but only one packet 
to each School or Church. 


“Jha RODEHEAVER siaut—m 


Suite 1373, 28 East Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IIl. 
Suite 743, 124 North 15th Se Philadelphia, Pa. 


@ PULPIT anp 
hv ‘CHOIR GOWNS 


Outfitters to Over 
1000 Schools, Semin- 


aries and Churches 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 
Write for calalog 
EsTaBLisHEp 1912 


ror. 


IAN ce 


THY & SIMON Inc. 
36th ST. N.Y. C. 
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ally Tailored by American Craftsmen 


and Choir GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit Hangings, 
Bible Markers, Fabrics, etc. 
Custom Tailoring for 
Clergymen 
Junior Choir Vestments 


Lowest Prices Consistent with 
Values. Correspondence Invited 


Our experience through serving the 
church since 1837 is at your service. 


COX SONS & VINING 


INCORPORATED 
131-133 East 23rd Street, New York 


ELECTRIC LIGHTED CROSS 
$18.50 F. O. B. Erie, Penna. 


Finished in Bronze, trim- 
med in black, Frosted 
glass, lights 4. 


Spread 25 inches, length 
3314 inches, width 6 
inches, depth 4 inches. 


W. A. SOMMERHOF & COMPANY 


Erie, Pennsylvania 


DUPLICATORS - STENCILS - INKS 


SUPPLIES FOR ALL MAKES STENCIL DU- 
PLICATOR PRINTING MACHINES. Our 
“EXCEL-ALL” Line Most Complete in America. 
Best and Cheapest. Customers the world over. 
“EXCELLOGRAPH” STENCIL PRINTERS 
$19.75. up. Self Feeding Machines. Pay 10 cents a 
— day. Automatic Inking Post 
: Card Printers $8.50. Min- 
isters Mimeo, Manual Art 
Designs Book $5. Stencil 
Picture Tracers $7.50. 
Everything you need under 
one roof. Have Opening for 
One Minister User Dealer 
in every Town. Easy Extra Money. Get Yours At Wholesale. 
Interesting Illustrated Literature Free. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & SUPPLY CO. 
Dept. M-3 336 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


SOUND 
INSPIRING 
BIBLICAL 


Lesson Helps 


on the International 
Uniform Lessons 


1817 MOF than a century of rich expe- 


rience is back of Union periodicals. 
| | Biblically sound, undenominational and 


always practical, they are used today 
in thousands of Sunday schools in the 


1938 United States and many foreign lands. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street . Philadelphia, Pa. 


Page 594 


21, 16-18; The Prayers of Jabez, 1 Chron. 4, 9-10; 
The Prayer of Agar, Prov. 30, 7-9; A Fragment of a 
Vintage Song, Isaiah 65:8; The Request of Achsah, 
Judges 1, 12-15; A mother’s Advice to Her Son; Prov- 
erbs 31, 1-9; The Model Housewife, Proverbs 10:31; The 
True Optimism, Isaiah 21, 11-12; and others, equally 


interesting. 
By 


ADVENTURES IN RADIANT LIVING, A GUIDE TO 
THE RICHER LIFE 
By G. Ray Jordan. 197 pp. $2.00. Round Table Press. 
Dr. Jordan is himself a radiant personality, both 
practical and inspiring. Contents: Preface, Meeting 
Life Unafraid, The Power To Face Reality, Faith En- 
riched By Experience, The High Privilege of Living, 
The Secret Of The Strong, One Plus God, The Irre- 
sistible Appeal of Christianity, I Am For The Church, 
Finding Happiness In An Unhappy World, Playing 
Fair With One’s Own Self, My Bank Account, Prayer 
That Prevails, Recovering Religion’s Lost Radiance, 
Cherished Memories, Man’s Most Glorious Venture, 
Living Life To The Full. 


Bek 

SERMONS BY THE SEA 
By Various Preachers. Abingdon. 120 pp. $1.00. 

These ten sermons were preached in the famous 
auditorium at Og@ean Grove, New Jersey, during the 
1938 season. Contents: Foreword, by George W. Hen- 
son, President of the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting As- 
sociation; The Word Of God, by John A. Mackay, 
President of Princeton Theological Seminary; The 
Incarnation, by Robert E. Speer, Secretary Emeritus, 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church; 
Redemption—Christus Victor, Harold Paul Sloan, 
Editor of The Christian Advocate, New York City; 
The Resurrection of Our Lord, by Edwin Lewis, Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology and the Philosophy of 
Religion, Drew University; Justification by Faith, by 
E. G. Homrighausen, Chair of Religious Education, 
Princeton Theological Seminary; The Forgiveness Of 
Sins, by J. V. Moldenhawer, Minister of the First 
Presbyterian Church, New York City; The Holy Spirit 
and Life’s Practical Concerns, by Adna W. Leonard, 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Resident 
at Pittsburgh, Pa.; The Church And The State, by 
Lynn Harold Hough, Dean of Drew Theological Semi- 
nary; The Kingdom Of God, by Paul B. Kern, Bishop 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Resident 
at Nashville, Tenn.; and Contributors To Heaven, by 
Edwin H. Hughes, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Resident at Washington, D. C.° 


Wek 

SINS OF THE SAINTS 
By G. D. Rosenthal, M.A., D.D., Vicar of S. Agatha’s, 

Birmingham, England. Harpers. 207 pp. $1.75. 

This book is written for the man in the pew, and 
also for the man in the pulpit. The sins discussed 
are not “outbreaking,” but those which are common 
to Christian people—besetting sins which keep the 
“saints” from the best which they can attain. To read 
and ponder on one’s common failings should build up 
Christian character and service. The sins which ordi- 
nary Christian folk commit in their daily lives, such 
as: The Sin That Is Admired Of Many (Permitted 
things,) The Controversial Spirit, Bad Temper, Un- 
willingness To Forgive, Tittle-Tattle, Depression, 
Anxiety, Self-Satisfaction, Neglect of Prayer, In- 
gratitude, The Love Of Money, Namby-Pambyism, 
Moral Cowardice, and “Stunt’’ Religion. 
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MID-WEEK SERVICES| | mopern Bookcases ©o* MODEST BUDGET 


THE 
SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL mages Only $12” ror 
I. The Leadership of God i SF pep pein SY 
Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal.” 17H youn LieRaRy® 
Psalm: Leadership of God, the twenty-third i oo pace a? 
Psalm in concert. rea aOnddy aeororaies 
Hymn: “He Leadeth Me.” oni rer aati pope ans bt 
Bible stories: God's leadership: a ip See dared eee 
1. The story of Abraham: told by one who has cece tree Mar chernet eoeeiee tees 
studied Gen. 12:1-7. : at correspondingly low prices. 
2. The story of the leadership of the children The C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 
of Israel, told by one who has studied Joshua (Established 1899) Little Falls, N. Y. 
24:1-18. New York Showroom: 130 West 42nd St. (Tel. Wis. 7-8663 ) 


3. God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit, led in the for- 
mation of the church of Christ, told by one 
who has studied Acts 2. HILLGREEN, LANE & COMPANY 

Hymn: “Lead Me Gently Home, Father,” Pipe Organ Ruildérs 

(Quartette) . 
Personal testimonies: ““God’s Leadership in My ALLIANCE, OHIO 
Life,” let two people speak ten minutes each. 
Hymn: “Where He Leads Me I Will Follow.” Our firm has been established for 
Bible reading: Christ’s statement about the forty years and has achieved a 


Leadership of God, John 12:48-50. : : . 
Hymn: “Anywhere with Jesus.” reputation for fair dealing and 


Benediction. artistic Organ production. We are 
Recessional: “Tl Go Where You Want Me to equipped in every way to under- 
Go, Dear Lord.” ta , 
take orders of any magnitude. 
e 


II. “We Have No Gift,” (Plans for the Needy) 4 rebel eee ta : sft 
Introduction: In I Samuel 9, we find the young D«<kOne FURNITURE (0) 
man Saul in trouble. He wants the help of the ; ’ : 
prophet, but, as he expresses it, "We have no gift.” MAKERS OF FINE CHURCH WODUSORK 
He felt that he could not come into the presence 
of the prophet without a gift. Today let us think 
of the places in life where we feel that we, too, 
“have no gift.” 

Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of 
Life.” 

First talk: (5 minutes) When we think of God’s 
Christmas gift to the world, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we know that ‘we have no gift” with which to 
express appreciation. All that we can do cannot P ‘ 
be ne express the love and joy of our -Peuss: CHANCEL Furnmrure: Fons: 
hearts because we have a Saviour. THE FACTORY - AT TOPTON PA: 

Hymn: (special male trio) “We Three Kings of 
Orient Are.” 


Bible reading: “The story of the Shepherds, YOUR CHURCH Can Have 
who had no gifts.” Luke 2:8-16. 

Prayer: for those who cannot say and do the INS LIFIED CATHEDRAL CINE 
things they long to say and do in order to express For as Little as $650 
their appreciation to God. A petition that we may At moderate oo YOUR cae 
use the means of expression open to us. Ered Beers AMPLE 

Hymn: “I Gave My Life for Thee.” FIED CATHEDRAL CRIMES. ies 

Second talk: The poor today are coming to the Bee ne aaa haven 
season of gift-bringing. Their hearts are full of set installed. 
pain because they have no gifts for God and no Write for Full Information to 


gifts for one another. What means of expression . 
Aas ORGAN CO. Lid. 


50€ 42npSr- oe M,_ VV 1505 Race st 
NEW Gore , PAILA- PA 


are open to them? 
Hymn: “Master, No Offering.” 
3015 Casitas Ave.., 
Los Angeles, California 


Hymn: “Nothing but Love Will Do.” 
Special prayer: for the poor. 
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Attracting Attention DAY and NIGHT . . 


Ashtabula Metal (All-Alumi- 


num) Bulletins serve as re- 


minders to the members of your 
church—they are on the job 
both day and night. Why not in- 
vestigate the subject of a bul- 


letin board for your church? 
Send for a free illustrated cata- 
log TODAY—a penny post card 
will do. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 
Box 1312EH Ashtabula, Ohio 


Bible Poster Stamps 
Attendance Awards That Teach 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASS 
96 Beautiful Stamps and Album-Send for Free Literature 
BIBLE POSTER STAMP CO., 239W. 28th St., New York 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


DIRECT FACTORY PRICES 

Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, Altar 

Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School 

Furniture. We allow for or sell your ‘old equipment, 
Catalogue and details on request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY DEPT. C SCRANTON, PA. 


PULPIT GOWNS 


CASSOCKS AND SURPLICES, CHOIR VESTMENTS, ALTAR 
LINENS, PARAMENTS, MATERIALS BY THE 
YARD, DESIGNS, ETC., TAILORING 


J. M. HALL, INC. 


417 FIFTH AVE. (bet. 37th and 38th Sts.) NEW YORK 


ILLUSTRATED PORTFOLIO OF 
NOTEWORTHY STAINED GLASS WINDOWS | 
UPON REQUEST 


Pittsburgh Stained Glass Stutiog| 


(Warden and _Ms‘Cartney Sts. Pittsburgh Pa. j 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER at low ang so Glasses $1.00 
Dozen. Tra reton 50u 
Beautiful 
Aluminum, Weeds ana Maier. plated 

Services. Collection & Bread P ates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 
homas Communion Service, Box 1212 Lima, Ohio 


Page 596 


Third talk: Let us now, before Christmas time 
comes, help to plan for the Christmas of the 
needy. Let us not take an impersonal part in it, 
without knowing personally of need and poverty. 
Let us take the gifts to them ourselves. Let us 
make a Christmas truck and get Christmas lists 
from welfare agencies. Let us go ourselves in the 
truck and in our own cars, to carry help to them. 
Let them not come to Christmas day without a 
gift from us, who, however much we do, can never 
do enough—we who can never feel that any gift 
can be worthy of our great Giver of all gifts. 
Perhaps God is using us in His mercy upon the 
poor. Let us be used of Him. 

Business session when committees are appoint- 
ed and plans are made for real, personal help for 
the poor, something that shall get as many peo- 
ple to see and know social conditions, as we can 
plan to have see them. 

Hymn: “For God So Loved the World.” 

Scripture in concert: John 3:16. 

Benediction. 

Recessional: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My 
Heart.” 


Ill. Hard Steps To Take For Christ 

(A meeting when everyone takes some step 
forward. If one has not prayed in public, let him 
begin tonight—as many as you can get. If one 
has never spoken in public, let him know before- 
hand, and try to have as many new recruits as 
possible among the testimonies. If you can secure 
a soloist who is just beginning, or a new quartette 
—use the idea. Let some new person who has 
never before had charge take charge of the 
prayer-meeting.) 

Hymn: “Let Him Have His Way with Thee.” 

Motto for the meeting: “I press on.” 

Talk: “Christ took hard steps for us.” 

1. Becoming the Son of Mary. 

2. Becoming subject to temptation. 

3. Dying for us. 

Hymn: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord.” 

Prayer: That we may be willing to do the hard 
things for Christ. 

Talk: “Paul took hard steps for Christ.” 

1. He became hated by his own nation. 

2. He suffered many persecutions. 

3. He preached in hard places in much danger. 

4. He died for Christ. 

Hymn: (special music) “Out of Ivory Palaces.” 

Quiet Questions: To be asked by the leader 
while all are sitting with bowed heads. Answers 
are not expected. After the questions, take two 
minutes for silent prayer. 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 

Personal testimonies: Limited strictly to one 
minute each, “What is the hardest step you have 
ever taken for Christ?” (Perhaps giving up some 
unworthy friend, or refusing to be influenced to 
do wrong or giving up some bad habit or harmful 
“pleasure”—your people will know what to say.) 
Only—keep the testimonies brief. 

Hymn: “The Way of the Cross Leads Home.” 
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Bible Reading: By one who has never read the 
Bible in public before, Matt. 7:13, 14. 

Talk: Very short, simple and earnest, “Some- 
times it is hard to take the step of accepting 
Christ and beginning to work for Him. Will you 
take that step tonight?” By some Christian who 
loves direct speech. 

Hymn of Invitation: “Just As I Am.” 

(Opportunity for acceptance of Christ should 
be given.) 

Benediction. 

Recessional: ‘“‘There were Ninety and Nine.” 


e 
IV. Gift-Bearing 

A meeting preceding the bearing of the gifts 
to the poor. 

Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City.” 

“Away in a Manger.” 

The spirit of gift-bearing, suggestions by the 
young and old. Each suggestion should be a talk 
of two minutes. 

1. The spirit of gift-bearing should be a joy- 
ful spirit. We should be glad to give. 

2. The spirit of gift-bearing should be a hum- 
ble spirit. “What hast thou that thou didst not 
receive?” 

3. The spirit of gift-bearing should be a helpful 
spirit. We should truly wish to help those in 
need, not just to satisfy our consciences or our 
pastor. 

4. The spirit of gift-bearing should be an un- 
derstanding spirit. Let us try to see life from the 
view-point of those we are helping. Let us not only 
give the necessities. Let us give also the things 
that make for happiness—a chance in life, books, 
toys, and Christmas-trees. 

5. Let us do our gift-bearing in a spirit of self- 
examination. What if life had been different and 
we had been the ones to receive the gifts, instead 
of the ones who give them? 

6. Let us give in the spirit of love. “If I give 
all my goods to feed the poor, and have not love, 
it profiteth me nothing.” 

7. Let us give in the spirit of Christ. Let us men- 
tion Christ to everyone to whom we give. It is as 
easy to say “We bring this in Christ’s name,” as 
to say, “Here’s a basket for you.” Let’s put a New 
Testament into every basket. f 

Hymns: “There’s a Song in the Air.” 

“Silent Night.” 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 

Offertory prayer: asking that God accept the 
gifts we make and use them in the incoming of 
His kingdom. A prayer for blessing upon those 
who have given sacrificially, and who distribute 
willingly. A prayer for the ones who are to re- 
ceive the gifts, that their poverty may be helped. 
that work may be found for all workers, that the 
gifts may prove really helpful to present need, 
that the spirit of the giving may be pleasing to 
the one who gives everything to us. 

Hymns: “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

“Joy to the World.” 

Benediction. 


Bible Reading: Matt. 


After benediction, 


Je) ee eee 
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A Whole Year for $1.00 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure 


Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


Head’s 
Sunday | 
School 
Records ! 


For Secretary and Treasurer 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2 


Head’s Class Books 


Limp Cloth, $2.40 dozen 
TRY THEM THIS YEAR 


Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


PIPE ORGANS 


OF FINEST QUALITY 
Built in All Sizes 


Write Us 
A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 
Established 1873 Orrville, Ohio 


Mv eexe OPPORTUNITY 


Organizations, Schools, Individuals, etc., make money 
easily selling HANDY WACKS, popular household paper 
items—sell quickly, make good profits and repeat. Write 
today for free catalog and interesting information. 


HANDY WACKS CORPORATION 
Dept. H, Sparta, Michigan 


Specially prepared to your own 
requirements. Over 20 years ex- 
perience serving busy pastors. 
Describe us your wants. Origi- 


PAPERS, ae nage 
nals, no duplications. Rate, $3 
SERMONS per [thousand words. C.O.D.'s 


validated. ‘Sealed Correspondence” 
AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU, 516 5th Ave. 


YOUR Church can own Vestments 
—with MOORE'S Budget Plan! 


Finest quality Gowns, Surplices, Cas- 
socks—now easy to own. Write for 
4 Free Choral Apparel Style Book C6, 
/ Pulpit Apparel Style Book CP6, Budget 
ayment Plan 116. 


E-R: MOORE CO: 


| 425 Fifth Ave. 932 Dakin St. 
- New York, W. Y. Chicago, Ill. 


THESES, 
SCHOLARLY 


New York City 


HE free copy of The Minister’s 
Annual, in combination with The 
Expositor for $3.25, is filling a defi- 
nite place in the life and work of thou- 
sands of ministers. (A circular describing 


the offer in detail has been mailed to you.) 
Send your order now. 
THE F. M. BARTON CO., Pub., Inc. 


410 Caxton Bldg. Cleveland, Ohio 
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CLARKS  “UNITYPE 

BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 

Also > 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 


MEMORIAL & GIFT PLATES 


\} 


W L.CLARK CO. Inc Manufacturers 
52 LAFAYETTE ST, NEW YORK Est 1914 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Individual 


“THE SANITARY”? Communion 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 


The individual communion 
service permits an impres- 
sive ceremony. We intro- 
duced individual cups. We 
make the finest quality of 
beautiful polished trays and 
supply thousands of satis- 
fied congregations. Send for 
free Catalog with quota- 


tions. 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester, N. Y. 


CHURCH 
FURNITURE 
KELTNER MFG. CO. 


79 Main St., Ashley, O. Collection Plates. 
e Since 1869 e Write for Catalog 


CUPS 


Complete sets or individ- 
ual pieces built to order. 
Communion Tables, Pul- 
pits, Reading Desks, Bap- 
tismal Fonts, Pews, Pew 
Cushions, Altar Crosses, 


We solicit your orders for... 
BILL HEADS, LETTER HEADS, ENVELOPES 
and PERSONAL STATIONERY 
Let your purchase help to support the Gospel Ministry 


“'THE GOSPEL PRESS“%’ 
Hazel P. Mower, Sec’y 


Box 93, Hurlock, Maryland 
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BULPIT VESTMENTS 
Hangings: Ornaments: Fringes: 
-Furnishingsand Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 


r—FOLDING CHAIRS 
Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs 

Full Upholstered Back and Seat Rubber Feet 
Send for Sample $16.00 a dozen 


REDINGTON CO., Dept. 89, Scranton, Pa. 


CHIMES 


Write for literature. Address Dept. 33 


PEALS 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, BALTIMORE, MD. 
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25 :37-40. 
Recessional: Music, “The First Noel.” Quiet 
dispersal. 
The congregation goes out to carry its own gifts 
to the poor. 
@ 


V. The Things We Leave Undone (End of the 

Year.) 

Hymn: “If I Have Wounded Any Soul Today.” 
(Use as a congregational hymn if possible. If it 
cannot be used as a congregational hymn, use 
it as a solo.) 

Bible Reading: Romans 12:1. 

First talk: “The things we haven’t said this 
year.” 

1. Kind words left unsaid. 

2. The times when we should have stood for 
the truth, and we have kept silent for pop- 
ularity’s sake. 

3. The invitations to church ungiven. The in- 
vitations to Christ ungiven. Somebody might 
have come if we had asked him to come to 
Christ. 

Hymn: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” 

Second talk: “The things we haven’t done in 
our homes.” 

1. Family prayer—have we been faithful with 
it? 

2. Family discipline—has it been with the right 
spirit? 

3. Private Bible reading and prayer—how 
much of it have we really done? 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

Third talk: “The things we haven’t done for 
the church.” : 

1. Grade yourself on this—twenty percent for 
each point: 

a. Have you been faithful in your attend- 
ance at church? 

b. Have you tithed? Don’t be satisfied with 
your giving until you bring it up to this 
standard. 

c. Have you brought anyone to church? 

d. Have you spoken well of the church among 
your friends? 

e. Have you done anything to make the 
church “more friendly?” 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” 

Inspirational Message: The old year is over. 
God is giving us a new one. Perhaps it will be the 
last one. Christ may return this year. Let us use 
the new year for God. 

Hymn: “Onward Christian Soldiers.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional: “Give of Your Best to the Master.” 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Wanted: Complete set of The Biblical Ilus- 
trator, or volumes covering the Old Testa- 
ment. Write Rev. C. E. Byers, 1343 Broadway, 
Springfield, Ohio. 
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TROY, NY. Best Materials i ae or 
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og Workmansnip = individual 


H .—S 5 ZA4 Glasses 
B E L LS Lowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


Room 324 —1701~1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa 


(Ginmunion Ware of Quality 


THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
WEST HAVEN, CONN. Church indows 


Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by HALL craftsmen 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St. St. Joseph, Mo. 
i Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, : 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Rest HENRY: KECK E ULPIT FURNITURE 
STMINGD- GLASS. mcenners i 
aptismal! Fonts, Etc. 
Be Q10-W: | E o 
ELC ee Fr gece oh ae 


HIGHEST - SKILLED - CRAFTSMANSHIP ed 
tgs ® # ORIGINAL - DESIGNS & & ae DE MOULIN. Bros. & Co. 


oe ceccecescce ce ccecce auacacccael se 1116 South 4th St. 
GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS!!! ! FOR CHURCHES 
Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, Revell’s Simplify your work 


articles, essays, etc., at a most modest cost. 
Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. You Accounts always audited and cor- 
- oy, 
rect. Concise, simple. Time-saving 


get full and exclusive use of all material ordered. Treasurers’ 
weekly envelope system. 


Circular FREE on request 
Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 
210 Fifth Ave. New York City Records No. 1, for 434 subs. in one year, $2.50; 
Edit. Rooms: 705 Railway Exchange Bldg., Montreal, Canada —— 882 subs., $3.00; 1430 subs, $3.50; 1778 
SELF-PROVING subs., $3.75; 2674 subs., $4.50. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


Choir-Pulpit 


GOWNS 


Paraments, Bible Markers, 
etc. Fine materials, beau- 
tiful work, pleasingly low 
prices. State your needs. 
Catalog and Samples 
on request 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1153 S. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


! 
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PULPIT ROBES « EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS ° STOLES * VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW CATALOG on Request 


NATIONAL A ACADEMIC. (CAP &. GOWN CO. 
821-23 ARCH 'S PHILADELPHIA,PA, 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of va- 
rious styles sent on receipt of 25c. 


Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 
27 N. 6th St. 
PHILADELPHIA 


5000 Workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scripture 
mottoes, Scripture calendars, Scripture greeting 
cards. Good commission. Send for free catalog and 
price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. ‘‘U’’ Monon Bldg. Chicago, Ill. 


MILE.OF, PEN 
EASY TO GET 


Collecnng a mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Society 
The coins will not drop off of our holders No adhesive used Write for Samples and Prices 


THE HARRISON CO. UNION CITY, IND. 


BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Beautiful Designs In Everlasting Marble or Richly Carved 
Wood. Splendid for Memorial Presentation. Priced from 
$35.00 Upward. 

Booklet of Designs Submitted on Request 


REDINGTON CO., Dept. 100, Scranton, Pa. 
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Thanksgiving Democracy 

A religious democracy, not unlike a political 
democracy cannot afford to be hooked-up with 
any form of political or religious wiring which has 
direct or remote control with autocratic “boss- 
ism” or so-called “religious” bureaucracy. We’ve 
already paid a tremendous price for the measure 
of religious freedom—we now enjoy. Only “One 
is your Master.” Christ alone supplies the dy- 
namics for our preaching, even the words. Is He 
consulted in the formation of our church pro- 


grams and the saving of lost souls? Watch out 
for Fascistic or Dictatorial Control in your re- 
ligion. It is ever seeking to enter in a thousand 
forms. 


The Shoppers. 
Along the crowded street they come and go 
Under the holly boughs and cedar wreaths; 
Surely some mighty truth has made it so, 
And wrought this season when the tired 
world breathes 
A richer air, and human hearts are moved 
Beyond the joys and griefs of every day 
To old familiar things, the long beloved 
And precious things that living thrusts 
away. 


No selfish urge has set the hurrying feet 
Of Christmas shoppers where the thousands 
tread; 
Theirs is an errand tremulous and sweet, 
Stirred by the song of angels overhead; 
And laden arms bear gifts that strangely blur 
To spice and gold and frankincense and 
A, igahyaeid oy, 
—Minnie Hite Moody, in The New York Times. 


BOOKS—AUTHORS—PUBLISHERS 


MARRIAGE AND COMMON SENSE 


Dr. George A. Buttrick, noted author and minister 
of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New 
York, has this to say about modern marriage in his 
Introduction to THE BOND OF HONOUR (by Burton 
Scott Easton and Howard Chandler Robbins, (Mac- 
millan): 

“With blindness passing strange we prepare for col- 
lege or for business, but not for marriage. We stumble 
into that endeavor: we see no reason to plan. For 
amateur dramatics we train diligently, but not for a 
new home—a fact which may indicate why so many 
marriages are only amateur dramatics. Therein is one 
of our most fantastic blind-spots...... 

“Marrying parsons” are almost a public menace, and 
ought to be a public scandal ... The minister is ac- 
credited by the state to conduct weddings; but he is 
primarily the servant not of the state but of Christ 
and the Church. If he conducts a marriage offhand for 
any suppliant who rings his doorbell, if he fails to 
say in some clear-cut word, ‘‘Your coming to a servant 
of the Church means that you wish to marry as under 
the eyes of Christ. Do you mean it?” if he makes no 
inquiry and offers no guidance, he is not blameless. 
Some of the chaos which should have been a harmony 
called ‘home’? must be laid at his door..... 

In the vexed issue of marriage and divorce there are 
no tabloid answers .. . But it is fairly safe to locate 
martial woes in married people rather than in the 
marriage-institution. . 

There are signs that sexual unruliness and progres- 
sive divorce can only satiate and nauseate, and that 
self-disgust is not a new name for Life. Nature, in the 
travail of Infinite Spirit, again takes a hand. She 
arranges that people cannot long abide a trivial and 
delicatessen mind concerning marriage. Vows which 
always leave a door of escape via Reno have no endur- 
ing radiance or constraint: they ask no cost and no 
courage ... We are deeply drawn only to “straight 
vows’’—“for better for worse ... till death do us 
part.” 


eee 


Dr. Hugh Black, whose book, ‘‘Christ or Chaos,” is 
one of the new issues of the Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, is at present in Edinburgh, where he is occupy- 
ing the pulpit of his brother, Dr. James McDougall 
Black, Moderator of the Church of Scotland. Dr. Black 
was for many years a professor at the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York, and has degrees from three 
American universities. In “Christ or Caesar’ he pre- 
sents a keen, concise analysis of the problems now be- 
setting Europe with such tragic consequences. 

Ee sete i eS 

Secure in their Welsh retreat, and with many years 
of service and happiness to look back upon, Dr. and 
Mrs. G. Campbell Morgan recently celebrated their 
fiftieth wedding anniversary. Another crowning 
achievement in Dr. Morgan’s life is that he has written 
more than fifty books, the latest of which, ‘‘Peter and 
the Church,” was recently announced by Revell’s, 
who, by the way, have published all his books. 

Coe ah Ona Ot 

Gleb Botkin recently returned from Germany with 
the news that Grand Duchess Anastasia, youngest 
daughter of the late Czar Nicholas II of Russia, is 
moving in the German and British courts to establish 
her identity and her claim to a fortune of $10,000,000, 
deposited by her father for his family on the eve of 
the outbreak of the World War. Mr. Botkin tells the 
story of Anastasia’s dramatic escape from the murder 
cellar in Ekaterinburg in “The Woman Who Rose 
Again” (Revell’s). Mr. Botkin recited some of his own 
experiences in a recent talk before the Book Corner 
Club, a cultural institution for women conducted 
under the auspices of the Brooklyn Eagle. 

Cr ee ame ae 

Tireless worker that he is, and lavish with his 
private fortune is promoting archeological evidence 
of the accuracy of Biblical history, Sir Charles Marston, 
who is shortly to visit America, is resting on his 
laurels for the time being with “The Bible Comes 
Alive” (Revell’s). The book summarizes new Bible 
evidence up to date. Discoveries announced since its 
publication enhance the value of the book. 
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Ste Canara te Christmas Suggestion staat am ae 


Sek 


Your Christmas Gift From 
Us—The New Volume 
of 


THE MINISTER’S ANNUAL 


of which Dr. JOHN ANDREW HOLMES says, “‘T trust it is 
not too late to have a part in the excellent book you seem to 
do better each succeeding year.” 


‘The Minister's Annual 
IS 
“A never failing source of refreshment, suggestion and help.’ 
GeWaaA, 
IT DOES 
‘Demonstrate that the American Pulpit still has a vital mes- 
sage for the new day.”’ MSG: Gs 
THERE IS 
‘‘Nothing on the market like it. Matchless in character.”’ 
ere Gabe 
AND 
It is yours FREE with your EX POSITOR subscription. Simply 
fill in the coupon and have a 
LONE BOOK DIBRAR Y= 
for your Christmas Gift from us. 


POO CR A OB OB POE OR OCR Ca a a a 


THE F. M. Barton Co. Pus., INC. 
Caxton Bldg., Cleveland. Ohio. 

Certainly I want the FREE CHRISTMAS GIFT copy of The Minister’s Annual in combina- 
tion with my subscription to The Expositor & Homiletic Review. 

This remittance of $3.25 will entitle me to The Expositor & Homiletic Review for twelve (12) 


NTR UUGED Spo € SHUN ENT ID 7 Vy ME La tesereteraeesrcareteoueeereearsrremeereereteerecey or from date of expiration, plus a copy of the 


new Minister’s Annual, the most practical book published for ministers. 


DCHOMINGLLON. carstrrcaciarsimtenctinisuptoccheiontoncous 


(Not combined with any other offer) 
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PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1939 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 
65th Annual Volume 


The oldest and most complete commentary on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons. An encyclopedia of information, workable aid and inspirational 
material for teachers of all grades. Postpaid, $2.00 


PREACHING FROM PICTURES 
By KENNETH W. SOLLITT 
A handbook for worship leaders explaining and illustrating, with 12 complete services 
of worship, the preaching power of pictures. Each service-is built around a famous 
religious picture, which is reproduced in the book and may be ordered separately for 
distribution if desired. $2.00 


DRAW UP A CHAIR 
By WILLIAM H. RIDGWAY 


Author of “In God We Trust’’—And Why Not? and 
The Christian Gentleman 


A different kind of religious book—treligion with a smile! Third in a series of intimate 
chats by "Uncle Billy’, whose sound philosophy and good humor have found for him 
a unique place in the hearts of thousands of Americans. . $1.25 


ENJOY THE BIBLE’S BEAUTY 
By HARRIET-LOUISE H. PATTERSON 
This volume consists of lecture material which has delighted audiences “hungry and 
thirsty’’ for a greater love and understanding of the Bible. Its object is to suggest to 
the reader a different way of regarding the mass of significant and lovely literature 
within the Book of Books. $1.25 


JUST A MOMENT 

By ASHLEY DAY LEAVITT 
Brieiest Comments on Religion and Life. On each page are digests of talks, thumbnail 
sketches of addresses and main points of a sound spiritual philosophy and plan of 
life. $1.25 


LITTLE CAMPFIRES 


Intimate Chats by the Firelight at the Day’s End 
By FRANK H. CHELEY 


Brief story talks related definitely to the daily life and experiences of young people. 
The material will appeal especially to parents and teachers, to camp directors and 
men and women handling groups of boys and girls, and to ministers and others who 
give inspirational talks. $1.50 


The Famous KNOW-YOUR-BIBLE SERIES 


Bible Question and Answer Books 
KNOW YOUR BIBLE? BIBLE SAYINGS. 
GO TILL YOU GUESS. OUR BIBLE—WHAT'S IN IT? 
THE BIBLE CROSS-WORD PUZZLE BOOK. 
THE SCRIPTURES IN CROSS-WORD PUZZLES. 


With answers in back, uniform size and binding, 128 pages each. $1.00 each. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY : Publishers - BOSTON 
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